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INTRODUCTION. 

AS  my  view  in  publifhing  the 
account  of  Eaft-Florida  was 
to  make  the  nation  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  importance  of  that  colony, 
and  its  natural  advantages  beyond  the 
reft  of  the  continent  of  North- Ame¬ 
rica,  I  feel  a  particular  fatisfadfion  in 
finding  that  my  endeavours1  have  not 
been  unfuccefsful,  and  that  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  public  againft  Florida, 
which  feemed  fix  months  ago  to  be 
infuperable,  are  fo  much  abated,  that 
I  no  longer  wifh  for  a  more  imnar- 

o  ^ 

tial  enquiry  than  is  at  prelent  made 
by  the  public,  after  the  value  and  real 
confequence  of  the  different  parts  of 
that  country. 

■  A  2  in 
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In  order  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
the  fpeculative,  and  to  give  all  poffi- 
ble  fatisfaction  to  the  enquiries  of 
thofe  who  are  defirous  to  judge  of  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  climate  of 
Eaft -Florida,  and  to  compare  the  ad¬ 
vantages  and  difadvantages  of  fettling 
there,  I  publilh  the  following  Journal ; 
from  which,  fuch  men  as  are  accu- 

J  <  ' 

Homed  to  judge  of  countries  and  foil, 
to  confider  the  principles  of  vegeta¬ 
tion,  and  to  obferve  the  fimilarity  of 
produce  in  fimilar  climates,  will  con¬ 
clude  a  great  deal,  and  men  of  no 
knowledge  or  experience  in  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  will  infer  very  little. 

Mr.  John  Bartram,  a  native  of 
Penfylvania,  the  Author  of  this  Jour- 
-  nal,  is  well  known,  and  well  refpected 
in  the  learned  world,  as  an  able  Na- 
turalift  ;  his  knowledge  in  Botany  has 
recommended  him  to  the  efleem  and 
patronage  of  the  Great,  and  has  pro¬ 
cured  him  the  honour  of  being  Botanift 
to  his  Majefly  for  both  the  Floridas. 
The  ufefulncfs  of  his  Journal,  in 

making 
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making  known  to  the  world  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  country  to  which  it  re¬ 
lates,  is  the  beft  proof  of  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  his  appointment. 

The  frequent  dilcovery  of  new 
plants  and  herbs,  -  in  countries  long 
fettled,  {hews  how  neceffary  it  is  that 
a  new  country  fhould  be  leen,  and 
obferved  by  learned  eyes,  in  order  that 
an  age  may  not  pafs  before  any  tolera¬ 
ble  judgment  is  formed  of  what  it 
naturally  produces,  and  what  it  is 
capable  of  producing. 

Nobody  is  uninformed,  that  Caro¬ 
lina  was  fettled  near  half  a  century 
before  a  grain  of  rice  was  fown  in  it, 
tho’  it  is  now  the  ftaple  commodity 
of  the  colony  ;  it  might  have  wanted 
that  balls  of  its  prefent  importance  to 
this  hour,  had  not  an  accidental  rem¬ 
nant  of  rice  on  board  a  fhip,  that 
hadvi&uals  with  it,  been  prefented  to 
a  planter,  who  happened  to  fow  a 
little  of  it  for  an  experiment.  How 
long  was  England,  this  adtive,  enter- 
prizing,  philofophical  nation,  unin¬ 
formed 
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formed  of  the  ufes  of  clover,  turneps, 
potatoes,  &c.  without  which  its  prefent 
inhabitants  would  be  at  a  lofs  for  fub- 
fiftance  ?  I  hope  that  luch  inftances 
as  thefe  in  times  paft,  will  prevent 
the  like  in  time  to  come ;  and  that  in¬ 
telligent  men,  whofe  knowledge  is 
extended  over  the  whole  globe,  will 
endeavour  to  multiply  the  articles  of 
commerce  and  the  means  of  fubfift- 
ance  in  his  Majefty’s  colonies,  by 
transferring  the  ufeful  trees,  plants, 
and  grains,  from  countries  where  they 
are  cultivated,  to  thofe  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  where  they  are  not,  but  may 
be  cultivated  equally  well.  I  hope 
before  long,  to  fee  Wifdom  directing, 
and  Wealth  aflifting  the  hand  of  in- 
duftry  in  Eaft-Florida.  Nature  has 
been  liberal  in  the  diftribution  of  her 
favours  upon  that  country  ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf,  we  fhall  foon  be 
thoroughly  fenflble  of  the  benefit  of 
them. 

The  attention  that  has  been  paid 
to  this  colony,  fince  the  preceding 

account 
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account  was  publiihed,  fufficiently 
proves,  that  neither  the  Gentlemen, 
nor  the  Nobility  of  England,  are  de¬ 
ficient  in  enterprize,  where  an  objetf: 

that  merits  attention  is  fet  before 
them,  ' ; 

When  the  account  of  Eaft- Florida 
was  firft  publiflied,  no  more  than 
feven  petitions  for  grants  of  lands  had 
been  prefented  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  the  fpace  of  two  years ;  and  in  the 
fix  months  that  have  paffc  fince  the 
publication  of  it,  the  petitions  pre¬ 
sented,  amounted  to  no  Iels  than  one 
liundred  and  twenty. 

A  country  unknown  muft,  if  a 
paradile  itlelf,  remain  a  delart.  It  is 
the  happinefs  of  the  prefent  age,  that 
an  a  dive  fpirit  is  feen  every  where  • 
and  that  all  means. of  acquiring  wealth 
and  bettering  the  private  condition  of 
life  are  fought  after,  and  examined 
to  the  bottom,  lo  that  nothing,  that 
really  deferves  attention,  remains  lomr 
unknown,  after  the  means  of  infor¬ 
mation  are  to  be  come  at. 

*  *“  *  *  > 
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It  requires  an  enlarged  and  unpre¬ 
judiced  mind  to  form  a  competent 
judgment  of  the  nature  and  value 
of  any  country  without  feeing  it. 
The  following  Journal  will  help  to 
manifeft  the  natural  advantages  of 
this  country,  and  the  experience  of  a 
very  few  years,  will  make  us  luffi- 
ciently  fenhble  of  the  value  of 

them. 


William  Stork,  M.D. 


T  O 

The  Most  Honourable 

CHARLES 

*'  ^  * 

Marquis  of  Rockingham. 

k 

First  LORD  of  the  Treasury, 

&c.  &>c.  &c. 

v  i  f  T  ^ 

i  v  » 

My  Lord, 

AS  the  commercial  inter  efts 
«fjL  of  Great  -  Britain  are 
weighed  by  your  Lordjhip  daily , 
in  order  that  they  may  be  pro¬ 
moted \  and  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  majeflfs  foreign 
dominions  is  fought  after ,  with 
a  view  to  the  public  fervice ,  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  an  account 

a  %  °f 


DEDICATION. 

of  a  new  colony ,  of  which  there 
is  none  as  yet  publijhed,  will 
have  the  honour  of  meeting  with 
your  Lor djhip  s  approbation. 

During  my  refdence  in  Eafl- 
Florida,  I  employed  my f elf  in 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  that 
country :  /  made  my f elf  ac¬ 
quainted,  as  far  as  my  fay 
there  would  permit,  with  its 
foil  and  navigable  rivers,  its 
climate  and natural production s. 
I  can  affure your  Lor  djhip,  that 
my  pur fuit  was  made  agreeable 
by  the  fatisfa&ory  evidences 
found ’  both  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  foil,  and  the  healthinefs  of 
the  climated 
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D  E  D 1  CAT  10  N. 

In  its  cjimate  it  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia ;  and from  beingnearer 
the  fun  than  thofe  colonies,  will, 
probably ,  be  found  fuperior  to 
them  in  the  produce  of  rice,  in- 
<iig°,flk,  cotton,  &>c.  If  I  am 
partial  to  Eaf -Florida,  it  is 
not  for  want  of  knowing  other 
countries,  either  in  Europe  or 
America,  for  /  have  compared 
it  with  them.  I fufpeB  myfelf 
the  lefs  of  this  foible ,  becaufe 
other  gentlemen,  who  know  the 
country ,  rate  the  advantages  to 
be  expe&ed  from  this  colony 
higher  than  Ido, 

I 


£>  E  D  I  C  AT  I  0  N. 

I  have  no  views  in  publishing 
the  following  fleets,  but  the  be¬ 
nefit- and  advantages  Great- 
Britain  may  reap,  by  encou¬ 
raging  and  promoting  this  young 
colony 9  And  I  mfcrtbe  them 

favour  Lordflipflecaufe  what¬ 
ever  is  calculated  for  fuch  a 
purpofe,  cannot  fail  to  gain 
your  Lordflifs  attention  and 
countenance.  I  am,  with  the 

great  eft  refpeSly 

M y  L  o  RD) 

Your  Lordfhip’s  moft  humble 

♦  ' 

and  moft  obedient  fervant. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

9 

WHEN  any  new  mat¬ 
ter  is  laid  before  the 
public.,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
its  reception  depends  not  only 
upon  the  real  merits  of  what 
is  propofed,  but  in  a  great 
meafure,  upon  the  prepoilef- 
lions  already  entertained  up¬ 
on  that  fubjetSL  The  author 
of  the  following  account  of 
Eaft-Florida,  cannot  but  be 
fenfible,  how  much  his  delign, 
to  male  e  the  nation  acquainted 
with  that  country,  is  difeou- 

£  raged, 


raged,  by  the  prejudices, 
which  at  prefent  prevail  a- 

crainft  it.  The  truth  of  the 

& 

matter  is,  that  this  country 
is  very  little  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  even  the  Spaniards, 
who  from  indolence,  and  a 
fear  of  the  Indians,  feldom 
ventured  beyond  the  lines  of 
St.  Auguftme,  made  them- 

a  y 

felves  but  little  acquainted 
with  it.  Its  broad  fandy 
beach  makes  a  difadvanta- 
geous  appearance  to  Ihips 
that  fail  along  this  coalt ; 
and  the  accounts  of  mari¬ 
ners  have,  for  this  reafon, 

reprefented  it  as  barren  and 

ufelefs, 
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ufelefs,  The  feveral  con¬ 
current  accounts  of  the  un- 
healthinefs  and  infertility  of 
Weft-Florida,  which  feem 
but  too  well  founded  5  have 
had  no  fmall  effedf,  to  in¬ 
duce  a  belief  in  many  per- 

fons,  that  the  whole  of  Flo¬ 
rida,  ceded  to  Great-Britain, 
is  little  better  than  a  fandy 
defert.  Prejudices  once  en¬ 
tertained,  are  nof  eafily  over¬ 
come  ;  the  lights  offered  to 
remove  them  muft  be  ftrono\ 
in  order  to  be  convincing. 

The  defign  of  this  work 
is  not  only  to  fix  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  miniftry  upon  an 

B  2  obje£f 
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object  of  great  national  im¬ 
portance  ;  but  alfo  to  point 
out  to  individuals,  efpecially 
to  perfons  of  a  middling  for¬ 
tune,  to  take  up  grants  from 
the  crown,  of  lands  in  Eaft- 
Florida  j  where,  the  climate, 
foil,  and  produce  confidered, 
the  lands  are  of  no  lefs  va¬ 
lue  than  in  the  iflands  of  the 

Weft-Indies. 

The  author  knows  but  of 

two  perfons  now  in  England, 
befides  himfelf,  (they  are 
fortunately  both  in  parlia¬ 
ment)  who  are  actually  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  country.. 

One  of  them  is  the  noble 

lord 
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lord  whole  travels  through 
the  continent  of  America, 
have  been  made  with  lb 
much  benefit  to  the  public. 
The  other  is  Mr.  Denys 
Rolle ;  who  has  already 
made  a  confiderable  fettle- 
ment  upon  St.  Juan’s  River, 
welt  of  Auguftine. 

The  importance  of  Eaft- 
Florida,  in  a  national  view, 
depends  upon  thele  two 
grounds  ;  firft,  its  fertility, 
in  producing  fuch  articles  of 
commerce,  as  are  particu¬ 
larly  wanted  by  Great- Bri¬ 
tain  :  fecondly,  upon  its  con¬ 
venience,  from  its  fituation 
4  and 


and  other  circumftances,  to 
carry  on  a  beneficial  com¬ 
merce  with  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlements  in  time  of  peace  ? 
and  to  intercept,  and  cut  off 
their  trade  in  time  of  wan 
As  to  the  fertility  of  Eaft- 
Florida,  v/ithout  entering 
into  the  detail  of  its  producti¬ 
ons,  which  ihall  be  referved 
for  the  body  of  the  work  ; 
I  here  propofe  only  to  make 
fome  o-eneral  remarks  with 
reference  to  this  head ;  and 
mu  ft  intreat  the  reader  tor 
a  while  to  fufpend  his  opini¬ 
on,  and  not  take  it  implicit* 
ly  for  granted,  that  that  part 

r 

or 


of  North- America,  at  pre¬ 
lent  fo  little  known,  which 
lies  to  the  fouth  of  Georgia, 
differs  in  its  foil  from  the 


reft  of  the  continent  ^  or  is 
unfit  ror  fuch  productions, 
as  correfpond  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  its  climate. 

In  North- America  we 


meet  with  every  fort  of  cli¬ 
mate  ;  and  in  one  part  or 
other,  it  is  capable  of  yield¬ 
ing  every  valuable  produc¬ 
tion.  If  it  be  afked,  which 
part  of  this  continent  is  the 
heft,  the  cjueftion  is  too  ge¬ 
neral  to  receive  a  determi¬ 
nate  anfwer.  We  know  in- 
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deed,  that  the  foil  of  New¬ 
foundland  is,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  climate,  incapa¬ 
ble  of  yielding  a  produce, 
equally  valuable  with  cot¬ 
ton,  indigo,  or  fugar.  We 
may  go  further,  and  for  the 
European  trade,  without  dif¬ 
ficulty,  prefer  the  climate  of 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
that  of  Canada  or  Nova- 
Scotia. 

If  we  take  a  view  of  A- 
merica,  or  even  of  the  globe 
of  the  earth,  we  lhall  find 
the  northern,  even  the  tem¬ 
perate  climates,  which  are 

moft  agreeable  to  live  in, 

are 
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are  the  leaft  adapted  to  the 
purpofes  of  trade  with  Eu¬ 
rope  j  where  the  climate  be¬ 
ing  of  the  fame  nature,  of 
courfe  yields  nearly  the  fame 
productions.  We  (hall  fee 
this  illuftrated,  by  compa¬ 
ring  the  produce  of  the  two 
fmall  i (lands  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher,and  Rhode-Kland,  both 
of  them  well  fettled,  and 
well  cultivated  ;  both  fer¬ 
tile,  and  almoft  of  the  fame 
(ize  j  the  principal  difference 
betwixt  them  confifting  in 
this,  that  the  former  is  fi- 
tuated  in  lat.  17.  ana  the 
latter  in  41.  let  an  eftimate 

C  be 
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be  made  of  the  annual  ex¬ 
ports  of  each  ;  by  compa¬ 
ring-  them  together  we  dif- 

cD  ZD 

cover  at  once  the  difference 
that  is  made  by  climate  on¬ 
ly  :  the  exports  of  the  for¬ 
mer  are  of  great  value,  and 
of  the  latter  of  very  little. 

Upon  the  continent  itfelf 
we  cannot  but  be  fenfible 

i  x 

that  the  fouthern  colonies, 
though  the  lateft  fettled, 
and  therefore  the  fartheft 
from  the  befi  flate  of  culti¬ 
vation,  yield  more  valuable 
articles  of  trade  than  the 
northern  colonies ;  and  (the 
number  of  inhabitants  confi- 

dered ) 


J 
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dered)  greatly  furpafs  them 
in  the  amount  of  their  ex¬ 
ports. 

1  he  colony  of  Oeorgia, 
which  from  being  a  barrier 
province,  and  other  circum- 
1  lances,  had,  when  firll  fet¬ 
tled,  many  difadvantages  to 
druggie  with  ,  yet  the  rapid 
increafe,  which  it  has  lately 
made  in  its  exports,  affords 
fufhcient  proofs  that  its  cli¬ 
mate  is  perfectly  adapted  to 
the  purpofes,  both  for  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  American  com¬ 
merce  j  and  fit  for  rice,  filk, 
and  indigo  ;  which,  fugar 
excepted,  conftitute  the  moll 

C  z  va- 
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valuable  article  of  trade.  In 

/ 

New- England,  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  Canada  and  N  ova- 
Scotia,  where  the  winters 
are  ftill  more  fevere,  the 
earth  is  covered  with  fnow 
at  leaft  three  months  in  the 
year  i  the  rigour  of  the  cli¬ 
mate  puts  an  end  to  all  ve¬ 
getation  ,  the  heafts  of  the 
field  require  to  be  fheltered 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the 


weather,  and  be  fuftained 
with  fodder,  laid  by  in  fu  ai¬ 
mer  i  even  the  laborious 
hand  of  mduftry  is  in  this 
feafon  of  the  year  deftitute 

of  all  ufeful  employment. 

During 


During  the  fame  period, 
the  vegetation  in  Carolina 
and  Georgia  affords  fufficient 
food  for  cattle  ;  no  {heller 
is  required  for  them  ,  the 
lakes  and  rivers  are  not 
frozen,  and  the  garden  Ve- 

j  O 

getables  contribute  greatly 
to  make  a  plenty  of  fufte- 
nance. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer 
upon  a  comparifon  of  the 
northern  with  the  fouthern 
colonies,  in  order  that  by 
{hewing  the  manifeft  fuperi- 
ority  of  the  latter,  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  view,  no  furprize 
may  be  felt  at  the  reprefen- 

tation 


[  xiv  ] 

tation  oiven  of  Eaft-Florida; 

O 

in  which  all  perfons  concur 
who  know  that  country,  and 

a  * 

are  alio  acquainted  with  the 
proper  cultivation  or  it. 

If  we  carry  the  eye  along 
the  eaftern  coaft  of  North- 
America,  from  Hudfon’s- 
bay,  down  to  the  ill  and  of 
Cuba  }  which  lies  a  little  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Cape  of 
Florida,  as  we  draw  nearer 
the  fun,  the  fouthern  com¬ 
mercial  productions  gene¬ 
rally  become  better,  and  of 
more  intrinfick  worth.  It  is 
not  only  in  fugar  and  indigo, 

that  Cuba  furpaffes  all  the 

Englifh 
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Englilli  fettlements,  lying 
upon  the  continent,  but  in 
ail  otner  productions,  that 
depend  principally  upon  the 
power  of  the  fun.  And  in 

this  refpeCt,  Eaft-Florida 
hath  the  advantage  of  Caro- 

I  •  O 

Ima  and  Georgia,  as  much 
as  Cuba  nas  the  advantage 
of  Eaft-Florida.  & 

In  order  to  judge  of  the 
produce  to  be  expecled  from 
a  freili  foil,  well  fupplied 
with  navigable  rivers,  in  the 
climate  of  Eaft-Florida,  let 
us  conlider  the  reft  of  the 
globe,  lying  in  the  fame  la¬ 
titude,  and  we  find  Egypt, 

Arabia 
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Arabia  Felix,  Perfia,  India, 
China,  and  japan,  of  which 
China  is  the  only  country, 
that  has  a  tolerable  govern¬ 
ment  j  yet  it  mull  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  all  of  them  are, 
or  have  been,  famous  for 
their  riches  and  fertility. 
When  we  fpeak,  as  it  were, 
proverbially,  of  the  riches 
of  the  eaft,  we  can  allude  to 
no  other  country  than  thofe 
that  have  been  mentioned. 

As  to  the  iituation  oi 
Florida,  in  reipedl  of  the 
Span  lib.  trade,  it  need^  only 
be  obferved,  that  the  Spani¬ 
ards  are  too  lazy  to  Supply 

them- 
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themfelves  even  with  necef- 
faries  j  that  the  Havannah, 

one  of  their  richeft  ports,  is 
only  a  few  days  fail  from  St. 
Auguftine,  and  of  courfe,  is 
much  nearer  to  the  capes  of 
Florida,  which  lie  directly 
oppolite  to  that  celebrated 
harbour.  The  trade  winds, 
which  perpetually  blow  with¬ 
in  the  tropics,  from  eaft  to 
weft,  render  the  communi¬ 
cation  betwixt  the  Havan¬ 
nah  and  St.  Auguftine  al¬ 
ways  eafy,  as  they  lie,  in 
refpe<!ft  to  each  other,  north 
and  fouth. 
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As  to  the  lituation  of 
Florida j  with  a  view  to  fur- 
prize  the  Spaniih  ihips  in 
time  of  war,  the  trade  winds 
oblige  the  regifter  (hips  and 
galleons  from  Carthagena, 
Porto  Bello,  and  Vera  Cruz, 
the  rich  cargoes  whereof 
are  very  well  known,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe  through  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  and  to  call 
at  the  port  of  the  Havan- 
nah,  in  their  way  to  Old 
Spain.  The  ftrong  current 
that  conftantly  runs  from 
the  eaft,  between  the  Baha¬ 
ma  illands  and  Cuba,  right 
into  the  gulph  of  Mexico, 


!». 
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as  well  as  the  trade  winds, 
which  blow  from  the  fame 
quarter,  greatly  embarrafs 
fhips  coming  from  the  weft- 
ward  to  the  port  of  the  Ha- 
vannah,  and  expofe  them 
very  much  to  the  defigns  of 
an  enemy.  When  veftels, 
in  their  way  to  Europe, 
double  the  capes  of  Florida, 
they  are  under  a  neceffity  of 
keeping  near  to  the  fliore, 
in  order  to  take  the  benefit 
of  the  eddies  and  land 
breezes.  When  they  have 
got  round  the  capes,  and 
fall  in  the  ft  ream  of  the 
gulph  of  Florida,  they  are 

D  2  carried 
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carried  forcibly  to  the  north¬ 
wards  by  the  ftrength  of 
that  noted  current.  A  few 
{hips  of  force  may  eafily  take 
every  loaded  veifel  on  its 
way  through  this  confined 
ftrait,  which  is  about  50 

miles  wide,  and  fomewhat 

* 

more  than  200  miles  long } 
and  affords  to  {hips  pafling 
through  it,  but  little  choice 
in  the  line  of  their  naviga- 
tion. 

It  is  eafy  to  difcern  the 

utility  of  a  fortified  harbour 

near  the  capes ;  it  would 

contribute  not  a  little,  to 

fecure  the  command  of  the 

gulph 

3 
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gulph  of  Mexico,  as  well  as 
Florida  $  the  importance 
whereof,  I  need  not  enlarge 
upon. 

I  have  infenlibly  run  to  a 
much  greater  length  in  this 

introduction  than  I  intend¬ 
ed.  In  eftimating  the  va¬ 
lue  of  Eaft-Florida,  I  have, 
unavoidably,  counted  upon 
what  it  will  be  when  fettled, 
not  upon  what  it  is. 

I  forefee  its  climate  and 
produce,  as  well  as  its  litu- 
ation,  which,  with  refpeCf 
to  the  Spanifh  dominions, 
is  of  great  moment,  will 
one  day  render  it  a  very 

im- 
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important  colony  to  Great- 
Britain;  yet,  the  town  of 
St.  Auguftine  excepted,  this 
country  is  at  prefent,  for 
want  of  inhabitants,  little 
better  than  a  defart. 
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east-florida. 


SECT.  I. 

Situation. 

EAST-FLORIDA,  the  moft  fouth- 

ern  colony  upon  the  continent  of  Bri¬ 
tish  America,  lies  between  the  2cth 
md  31ft  degree  of  north  latitude. 

Boundaries. 

By  the  king’s  proclamation,  dated  the 
7th  of  October  1763,  its  boundaries  were 
ixed  on  the  north  by  the  river  St.  Mary’s, 
>n  the  ead  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  and 
julph  of  Florida,  on  the  wed;  by  the  river 
VpalachicoJa  and  the  gulph  of  Mexico. 

Ex  TENT. 
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Extent. 

Its  length  from  north  to  fouth  is  350 
miles.  Its  breadth  from  the  mouth  of  St. 
Mary’s  river,  its  northern  limits,  to  the  river 
Apalachicola  is  about  240. 

At  the  mouths  of  St.  Juan’s  river,  40 
miles  fouth  of  St.  Mary’s,  where  the  pen- 
infula  begins,  it  is  180  miles  broad;  and 
grows  narrower  irom  thence  to  the  c^p^s  of 
Florida,  where  its  breadth  may  be  between 
30  and  40  miles.  It  contains  upon  the 
neareft  calculation  about  1 2  millions  of  acres, 
which  is  nearly  as  much  as  Ireland. 

The  fea  coafl  of  Eaft-Florida  is  a  low 
flat  country,  interfered  by  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  rivers,  very  like  Holland,  or  Suri¬ 
nam  in  America.  It  continues  fiat  for 
about  40  miles  from  the  coaft,  and  then 
grows  a  little  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts 

rocky. 

Florida  differs  materially  from  the  relt 

of  America  in  this,  that  almofi.  all  the 

continent  befides  is  covered  with  a  thick 

forefi: ;  whereas  the  trees  in  Florida  arc  at 

a  diftance  from  one  another,  and  being 

clear  of  under  wood,  this  country  has  more 

the 
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the  appearance  of  an  open  grove  than  a 
foreft. 

The  rains  and  the  heavy  dews,  which 
are  more  frequent  here  than  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  create  fuch  a  luxuriant  vegetation, 
that  the  furface  of  the  earth,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  heat  of  the  fun,  is  never  without  a 
good  verdure. 


SECT.  II. 

Soil. 

A  country  fo  extenfive  as  this  cannot  but 
have  a  variety  of  foil,  the  fandy  is  the  mod 
prevalent,  efpecially  towards  the  fea. 

There  are  generally  four  ftrata  or  beds 
of  earth  found  in  Eaft-Florida  :  the  upper- 
moft  is  a  mould  of  earth,  a  few  inches 
thick  j  beneath  is  a  fand  half  a  yard  in 
depth ;  below  that  a  ftrong  white  clay,  re- 
fembling  the  marie  in  England,  and  may 
be  ufed  as  manure  to  the  fandy  land,  this 
ftratum  is  commonly  four  feet  thick ;  the 
fourth  layer  is  a  rock  compofed  of  petrified 
fea  fhells.  The  fertility  of  Florida  is  much 
afcribed  to  thefe  two  ftrata  of  clay  and 
rock,  which  contribute  to  keep  the  fand 

E  moift. 
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moift,  and  prevent  the  rains  from  finking 
away  from  the  roots  of  the  plants  and.  trees* 
in  the  interior  parts  the  trees  are  larger, 
the  grafs  higher,  and  the  cattle  bigger, 
than  toward  the  fea,  efpecially  in  that 
part  of  the  peninfula  which  lies  betwixt 
the  river  St.  Juan’s,  and  the  fort  of  St. 
Mark  d  Apalachie,  which  is  about  1 50  miles 
to  the  northwefl:  of  this  river. 

To  take  a  view  of  the  eafiern  fhore  of 
Florida,  beginning  from  the  north :  we 
meet  the  river  St.  Mary’s,  lying  in  the  30th 
degree  4 7,  latitude,  it  is  a  mile  broad  at 
ks  mouth,  where  Amelia  ifland  is  fituated  ; 
it  has  five  fathom  water  upon  the  bar  at 
low  water,  is  navigable  above  60  miles, 
where  it  has  three  fathom  water.  It  is  the 
bed:  harbour  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  to 
thofe  of  Florida ;  it  takes  its  rife  out  of  the 
great  fwamp  *,  called  by  the  Indians  Owa- 
qua-phe  no-gaw.  1  he  lands  upon  the 
banks  of  this  river  are  the  richeft  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  province  ;  the  abun¬ 
dance 

*  The  word  fwamp  is  peculiar  to  America  ;  it  there 
fignifies  a  tract  of  land  that  is  found  and  good,  but  by 
lying  low  is  covered  with  water.  All  the  foreft  trees 
(pine  excepted)  thrive  belt  in  the  fwamps,  wheie  the 
foil  is  always  rich ;  and  when  cleared  and  drained  is 
proper  for  the  growth  of  rice,  hemp,  and  indigo. 
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dance  of  cane-fwamps  fufficiently  fiiews  the 
fertility  thereof.  The  beft  trees,  that  grow 
in  the  fwamps  on  this  river,  are  the  live 
oak  and  cedar,  very  ufeful  for  fhip-build- 
ing ;  their  extraordinary  fize  is  a  ftrong 
mark  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil.  A  colony 
of  Bermudians  is  foon  expended  to  fett.'e 
upon  this  river*  and  the  Amelia  ifland. 

St.  Juan’s,  now  called  St.  John’s  river, 
lies  40  miles  fouth ward  of  St.  Mary’s;  the 
tradl  of  land  between  them  confifts  of 
plains  covered  with  pines ;  thefe  plains 
are  called  in  America,  pine-barrens,  or 
highlands,  in  contradiftindtion  to  the 
fwamps  and  lowlands. 

We  find  a  finking  difference  betwixt  the 
pine-barrens  of  Florida,  and  thofe  to  the 
northwards;  the  pine-barrens  to  the  north¬ 
wards,  from  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  do 
not  anfwer  the  neceffary  expence  of  clear¬ 
ing.  The  clofenefs  of  the  trees  hinders 
the  grafs  from  growing  under  them,  fo 
that  large  tradts  of  land  are  no  further  ufe¬ 
ful  than  to  make  pitch  and  tar :  whereas 
in  Florida,  as  the  trees  ftand  at  a  greater 
diftance,  and  both  the  rains  and  dews  are 
more  frequent  than  to  the  northwards, 

E  2  the 
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the  pine-barrens  are  covered  with  good 
grafs  of  a  perpetual  verdure. 

In  paffing  through  this  part  of  Florida, 
we  find  thole  plains  frequently  divided  by 
the  fwamps  above-mentioned,  which  be¬ 
ing  full  of  forelt- trees  diverfify  the  afpect 
of  the  country,  as  they  form  fo  many 
thick  woods. 

The  fwamps  are  from  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile  broad,  and  from  two  to  five  miles 
long  •,  the  depth  of  the  water  is  various, 
but  is  fuch  that  in  travelling  they  are 
ufually  rode  through  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty. 

From  St.  John’s  river  fouth wards  to  St. 
Auguftine  is  45  miles,  the  country  is  much 
the  fame  as  has  been  juft  defcribed,  but 
not  quite  fo  good,  the  fwamps  being  nei¬ 
ther  fo  frequent  nor  fo  large. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  St.  Auguftine,  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  the 
river  St.  John’s,  the  principal  river  of  this 
province  in  point  of  utility  and  beauty, 
and  not  inferior  to  any  in  America.  The 
fource  of  this  river,  which  is  not  exactly 
afcertained,  is  in  all  probability  near  the 
capes  of  Florida  >  it  paffies  through  five 

lakes. 
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lakes,  the  lowed:  of  them  is  called  by  the 
Indians  the  great  lake  ;  it  is  20  miles  long 
and  15  broad,  has  eight  feet  water  ;  there 
are  leveral  iflands  in  it,  and  it  is  now  called 
lake  George ;  it  is  170  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  In  going  down  from 
hence  the  firft  European  habitation  is  Mr. 
Spalding’s,  an  Indian  trader’s  ilore-houfe : 

1  5  miles  lower  is  Mr.  Rolle’s  fettlement ; 
the  whole  diftance  from  the  lake  to  Mr. 
Rolle’s  is  45  miles,  and  the  country  be¬ 
tween  the  bed:  difcovered  yet  upon  the 
river.  The  tropical  fruits  and  plants  are 
found  in  great  abundance,  and  afford  the 
flronged:  evidence  that  both  the  foil  and 
climate  are  fit  for  fugar,  cotton,  indigo, 
and  other  Weft-India  productions.  Mr. 
Rolle’s  plantation  is  well  fituated  on  the 
eaftern  banks,  and  is  the  moll  confidera- 
ble  upon  this  river,  which  is  here  very 
narrow;  25  miles  from  Mr.  Rolle's,  down¬ 
ward,  is  Piccolata,  a  fmall  fort  with  a 
p-arrifon,  the  river  is  here  three  miles 
broad. 

The  bar  at  low  water  is  nine  feet  deep, 
its  channel  up  to  lake  George  is  much 
deeper ;  the  breadth  is  very  unequal,  from 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  three  miles.  The 
tide  rifes  at  the  bar  from  five  to  eight 
feet,  and  two  feet  at  Mr.  Rolle’s,  though 
12?  miles  from  the  fea.  There  are  nei¬ 
ther  fhallows  nor  any  rapidity  in  the  river; 
the  current,  owing  to  the  flatneis  of  the 
country,  is  very  gentle,  and  velTels  may 
go  up  the  liver  alrnoft  as  ealy  as  down, 
toi  200  miles ;  there  is  perhaps  no  river 
in  the  world  more  commodious  for  navi¬ 
gation. 

St.  MarK  s  river  takes  its  rife  near  the 
mouth  of  St.  John’s  river,  runs  from  north 
to  fouth  parallel  with  the  fea,  till  it  empties 
itlelf  into  the  harbour  of  St.  Auguftine  : 
from  the  fiatnefs  of  the  country,  there  are 
many  fait  manfhes  on  both  tides  of  the 
river,  alrnoft  up  to  its  fource ;  thefe  marfhes 
may  be  eafily  defended  from  the  tides,  and 
will  make  very  rich  lands,  either  for  rice, 
indigo,  or  hemp. 

We  come  now  to  the  harbour  of  St. 
Auguftipe,  which  would  be  one  of  the 
beft  in  America,  were  it  not  for  its  bar, 
y/hich  will  not  admit  velTels  of  great  bur¬ 
den. 
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den,  as  it  has  but  eight  feet  water  *.  The 
bar  is  furrounded  by  breakers,  that  have  a 
formidable  appearance  when  you  enter  it, 
but  is  not  fo  dangerous  as  it  appears,  on 
account  of  the  bar  being  very  fhort :  fince 
the  government  has  appointed  a  good  pilot, 
no  veflels  have  been  loft  upon  it.  There 
is  a  road  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bar,  with 
good  anchorage,  for  fuch  fliips  as  draw 
too  much  water  to  go  into  the  harbour, 

A  neck  of  the  main  land  to  the  north, 
and  a  point  of  Anaftafia  illand  to  the  fouth, 
form  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Oppolite 
to  the  entrance  lies  Fort  St.  Mark’s,  fo 
called  from  the  river  it  lies  upon  •,  this  fort 
is  a  regular  quadrangle,  with  four  bafti- 
Ons,  a  ditch  fifty  feet  wide,  with  a  covert¬ 
way,  places  of  arms,  and  a  glacis  :  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  gate  is  defended  bv  a  raveline ; 
it  is  cafe-mated  all  round,  and  bomb-proof : 
the  works  are  entirely  of  hewn  ftone,  and 
being  finilhed  according  to  the  modem 
tafte  of  military  architecture,  it  makes  a 

very 

*  It  is  neceflary  to  obferye,  that  the  depth  of  the 
bars  of  the  harbours  on  the  eaftern  (hore  of  Eaft-Florida, 
cannot  be  exadtly  afcertained,  as  the  tides  there  are 
chiefly  regulated  by  the  winds  ;  a  ftrong  wefterly  wind 
will  make  but  fix  feet,  and  an  ealferly  wind  12  feet 
water  upon  the  bar  of  St#  Auguftine,  at  low  water. 
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very  handlome  appearance,  and  may  be 
juftly  deemed  the  prettied  fort  in  the 
king’s  dominions. 

The  town  of  St.  Auguftine  is  fituated 
near  the  glacis  of  the  fort,  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  harbour ;  it  is  an  oblong  fquare, 
the  ftreets  are  regularly  laid  out,  and  in- 
terfedt  each  other  at  right  angles,  they 
are  built  narrow  on  purpofe  to  afford  fliade. 
The  town  is  above  half  a  mile  in  length, 
regularly  fortified  with  baftions,  half-baf- 
tions,  and  a  ditch  ;  befides  thefe  works  it 
has  another  fort  of  fortification,  very  lin¬ 
gular,  but  well  adapted  againft  the  enemy 
\  the  Spaniards  had  moft  to  fear  :  it  confifts 
of  feveral  rows  of  palmetto  trees,  planted 
very  clofe  along  the  ditch,  up  to  the  para¬ 
pet  ;  their  pointed  leaves  are  fo  many  che- 
vaux  de  frieze,  that  make  it  entirely  im¬ 
penetrable  ;  the  two  fouthern  baftions  are 
built  of  ftone.  In  the  middle  of  the  town 
is  afpacious  fquare  called  the  parade,  open 
towards  the  harbour:  at  the  bottom  of 
this  fquare  is  the  governor’s  houfe,  the 
■  apartments  of  which  are  fpacious  and  fuited 
to  the  climate,  with  high  windows,  a  bal¬ 
cony  in  front,  and  galleries  on  both  fides ; 

to 
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to  the  back  part  of  the  houfe  is  joined  a 
tower,  called  in  America  a  look-out,  from 
which  there  is  an  extenfive  profpedt  to¬ 
wards  the  fea,  as  well  as  inland.  There  aie 
two  churches  within  the  walls  of  the 
town,  the  parifh  church  a  plain  building, 
and  another  belonging  to  the  convent  of 
Francifcan  friars,  which  is  converted  into 
bar  racks  for  the  garrilon.  The  houfes  are 
built  of  free-ftone,  commonly  two  ftories 
high,  two  rooms  upon  a  floor,  with  large 
windows  and  balconies  :  before  the  entry 
of  mold  of  the  houfes  runs  a  portico  of  ftone 
arches ;  the  roofs  are  commonly  flat.  The 
Spaniards  confulted  conveniency  more  than 
tafte  in  their  buildings ;  the  number  of 
houfes  in  the  Spaniards  time,  in  the  town., 
and  within  the  lines,  was  above  900  ;  many 
of  them,  efpecially  in  the  fuburbs,  being 
built  of  wood  or  palmetto  leaves,  are  now 
gone  to  decay.  The  inhabitants  of  all 
colours,  white,  negroes,  mulattos,  Indians, 
&c.  at  the  evacuation  of  St.  Auguftine, 
amounted  to  5700,  the  garrifon  included, 
confifting  of  2500  men.  Half  a  mile  from 
the  town,  to  the  weft,  is  a  line  with  a 
broad  ditch  and  baftions,  running  from  St. 
S-ebaftian’s  creek  to  St.  Mark’s  river:  a  mile 

F  further 
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further  is  another  fortified  line,  with  fome 
redoubts,  forming  a  fecond  communication 
between  a  (toccata  fort  upon  St.  Sebaftian’s 
river,  and  fort  Mofa  upon  the  river  St. 

Mark’s. 

Within  the  firft  line,  near  the  town, 
was  a  fmall  fettlement  of  Germans,  who 
had  a  church  of  their  own.  Upon  St.  Mark’s 
river,  within  the  fame  line,  was  alfo  an 
Indian  town,  with  a  church  built  of  free- 
(tone,  the  fteeple  is  of  good  workmanfhip 
and  tafte,  though  built  by  the  Indians  :  the 
lands  belonging  to  this  townfhip,  the  go¬ 
vernor  has  given  as  glebe-lands  to  the 
parifh  church. 

The  land  about  Auguftine,  in  all  ap¬ 
pearance  the  word:  in  the  province,  is  yet 
tar  from  being  unfruitful ;  it  produces  two 
crops  of  Indian  corn  a  year ;  the  garden 
vegetables  are  in  great  perfection  j  the  • 
orange  and  lemon  trees  grow  here,  with¬ 
out  cultivation,  to  a  larger  Ixze,  and  pro, 
duce  better  fruit  than  in  Spain  or  Por¬ 
tugal. 

Oppofite  to  the  town  of  St.  Auguftine, 
lies  the  illand  of  Anaflafia ;  this  iflahd  is 
about  25  miles  in  length,  and  divided  from 
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"e  main  land  by  a  narrow  channel,  called 
^Fatanza  river,  though  in  reality,  an  arm 
>f  the  fea  :  the  foil  is  but  indifferent ;  at 
>refent  it  is  ufed  for  pafturage;  but  having 
ornc  creeks  and  fwamps  in  feveral  parts, 
nay  in  time  be  cultivated  to  advantage. 

At  the  north  end  of  this  ifland  is  a  watch-* 
ower,  or  look-out,  built  of  white  ftone, 
^hich  ferves  alfo  as  a  land-mark  for  vef- 
-Is  2.t  fea.  At  the  approach  of  any  veftels, 
gnals  are  made  from  this  tower  to  the 
ortj  a  few  foldiers  do  duty  there  on  that 
ccount.  A  quarry  of  whitifh  ftone  is  op- 
ofite  to  Auguftine,  of  which  the  fort  and 
oufes  are  built :  ftone  quarries  are  very 
ne  in  the  foutnern  parts  of  America, 
diich  makes  this  ot  Anaftafta  the  more 
aluable  ;  the  ft  one  is  manifcftly  a  concre- 
on  of  fmall  (hells  petrified;  it  is  foft  un- 
er  ground,  but  becomes  very  hard  and 
urable  by  being  expofed  to  the  air. 

Going  fouthwards  from  Auguftine,  at 
le  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  we  come 
:>  St.  Sebaftian  s  creek ;  this  dream  takes 
s  life  five  miles  north  of  Auguftine,  and 
fter  making  a  fweep  to  the  weft,  empties 
felf  into  the  fea  at  this  place :  near  the 

F  2  mouths 
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mouths  of  this  creek  are  extenfive  fait* 

4 

water  marshes,  overflown  at  high  tides, 
which  may  be  eafily  taken  in ;  higher  inland 

are  fine  fwamps. 

We  come  next  to  Wood-cutters  creek, 
which  rifes  i  5  miles  north  of  Auguftine, 
and  after  defcribing  a  femicircle  to  the 
weft,  much  like  Sebaftian’s  creek,  but 
with  a  larger  fweep,  empties  itfelf  into  the 
fea,  fix  miles  below  Auguftine  ;  the  lands 
upon  this  creek  confift  of  very  good 
fwamps  and  highlands. 

At  the  Matanzas,  15  miles  fouth  of 
Wood-cutters  creek,  is  a  fmall  fort  and  har¬ 
bour,  fit  for  coafting  veflels.  The  harbour 
is  oppofite  the  fouth  point  of  Anaftafia 
ifland,  where  there  is  a  fecond  watch- 
tower.  The  foil  between  Wood-cutters 
creek  and  the  Matanzas  is  tolerably  good, 
on  account  of  feveral  creeks  and  fwamps. 

From  the  Matanzas  we  come  to  Ilalli- 
fax  river,  which,  like  St.  Mark  s  above 
mentioned,  runs  parallel  to  the  fea,  and  is 
leparated  from  it  only  by  a  fandy  beach,  in 
fpme  parts  a  mile,  in  others  two  miles 
broad.  This  beach  or  bank  fecms  to  bt 

formed  by  the  lands ;  which,  either  b> 

hurri- 
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hurricanes,  or  in  a  courfe  of  ages,  have 
been  vvafhed  up  by  the  fea.  The  fource  oi 
this  river,  though  certainly  not  very  tar 
from  St.  John’s  river,  is  not  as  yet  well  as¬ 
certained  :  before  it  reaches  Mufquito  in¬ 
let,  Tomoko  river  falls  into  it  j  this  river 
runs  from  weft  to  eaft  *  from  this  river  to 
St.  John’s  is  only  four  miles  land-carnage. 

From  the  Mat:  nzas  to  Mufquito  inlet  is 
40  miles :  at  this  place,  Hilltborough  river, 
coming  from  the  fouth,  and  Halhfax  river 
from  the  north,  meet,  and  are  both  dif- 
charged  here  into  the  fea  :  the  bar  of  this 

harbour  has  eight  feet  at  low  water. 

I  do  not  know  any  country  beftdes  Eait- 
Florida,  where  rivers  have  been  obferved 
to  run  parallel  to  the  fea,  where  two 
ftreams,  as  thofe  laft  mentioned,  meet  each 
other  from  diredt  oppof te  quarters ;  and 
what  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  where  two 
rivers,  as  the  Hallifax,  and  St.  John’s,  at 


fo  fmall  a  diftance,  flow  aifterent  ways, 
the  ft  ream  of  which  run  parallel  to  each 
other,  one  to  the  fouth,  the  other  to  the 

north. 

About  Muiquito  inlet  the  country  is 

low,  and  chiefly  faH-marth ;  what  high- 

rand 
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land  there  is,  is  covered  with  cabbage- 
trees  papaw-tree,  and  other  tropic  plants, 
wh:ch  thews  that  Weft-India  commodi- 
ties  may  be  r^eci  here.  The  weftern 
banks  of  HaUtfax  and  Hillfborough  rivers 

contain  a  great  deal  of  excellent  land;  the 
many  orange  groves,  (which  denote  for¬ 
mer  Spamth  fettlements)  and  the  frequent 
remains  of  Indian  towns,  thews  that  they 
have  been  once  well  inhabited.  We  are 
as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  fources  of 
moft  of  the  rivers  in  Ead-Florida,  and 
particularly  that  of  Hilltborough  river  •  it 

.  *  1  ave  a  communi¬ 

cation  with  an  Indian  inlet,  called  by  the 

Spaniards  Rio  Days,  60  miles  to  the 
futh,  where  there  is  fuch  another  har¬ 
bour  as  Mufquito,  with  eight  feet  water  ; 
it  is  faid  to  communicate  with  St.  John’s 

Between  Indian  river,  and  the  capes  of 
Florida,  are  feveral  rivers  and  harbours, 
out  as  they  are  not  as  yet  actually  Pur¬ 
veyed,  it  would  be  prefumption  in  me,  to 
impofe  the  reports  of  the  Indians  upon  the 
public  as  certain  truth.  We  may  confider 
the  fouthern  parts  of  the  peninfula,  and 

the 
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the  weftern  coaft  (the  bay  of  Tampa  ex¬ 
cepted)  as  terra  incognita,  till  the  furveyor- 
general  of  the  fouthern  diftridt  of  Ame- 
jrica,  has  completed  the  adtual  furvey  of  the 
poaft  and  rivers. 


S  E  C  T.  III. 

Climate. 

The  climate  of  Eaft-Florida  is  an  agree¬ 
able  medium  betwixt  the  {torching  heat  of 
the  tropics,  and  the  pinching  cold  of  the 
northern  latitudes.  All  America,  to  the 
north  of  the  river  Potomak,  is  greatly  in¬ 
commoded  by  the  feverities  of  the  weather 
for  two  or  three  months  in  the  winter  :  In 
Eaft-Florida  there  is  indeed  a  change  of 
the  feafons,  but  it  is  a  moderate  one ;  in 
November  and  December  many  trees  lofe 
their  leaves,  vegetation  goes  on  {lowly,  and 
the  winter  is  perceived.  In  the  northern 
parts  of  the  province  a  flight  froft  hap¬ 
pened  lafl:  year,  the  firfl:  known  there  in 
the  memory  of  man  :  I  do  not  find  upon 
enquiry,  that  fnow  has  ever  been  feen 
there  $  the  winters  are  fo  mild,  that  the 

i  Spaniards 
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Spaniards  at  Auguftine  had  neither  chim¬ 
neys  in  their  houfos,  nor  glafs  windows. 
The  tendered:  plants  of  the  Weft-Indies, 
fuch  as  the  plantain,  the  allegator  pear- 
tree,  the  banana,  the  pine-apple  or  ana¬ 
nas,  the  fugar-cane,  &c.  remain  unhurt 
during  the  winter,  in  the  gardens  of  St. 
Auguftine. 

The  fogs  and  dark  gloomy  weather,  lb 
common  in  England,  are  unknown  in  this 
country.  At  the  equinoxes,  efpecially  the 
autumnal,  the  rains  fall  very  heavy  every 
v-  day,  betwixt  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  for  fome 
weeks  together  ;  when  a  Ihower  is  over, 
the  Hey  does  not  continue  cloudy,  but  al¬ 
ways  clears  up,  and  the  fun  appears  again  : 
the  mildnefs  of  the  feafons,  and  purity  of  the 
air,  are  probably  the  caufe  of  the  healthi- 
nefs  of  this  country. 

Bv  the  beft  accounts  of  the  ftrft  difeo- 

•t 

very  of  Eaft-Florida,  it  appears  to  have 

/ 

been  nearly  as  full  of  inhabitants  as  Peru 
and  Mexico ;  and  thefe  accounts  are,  in 

A*"w  i 

fome  meafure,  verified,  by  the  frequent 
remains  we  find  of  Indian  towns  through¬ 
out  the-  peninfula.  The  natives  are  de¬ 
scribed 


I 


{bribed  to  have  been  larger,  and  of  a  ftrOnge’r 
make  than  the  Mexico  Indians. 


When  the  Spaniards  quitted  Auguftine, 
many  of  them  were  of  a  great  age,  fome 
above  ninety  :  the  Spanifh  women  were  ob-» 
ferved  to  be  more  prolific  here  than  in  Old 
Spain,  where  they  are  generally  accounted 
but  indifferent  breeders. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  fettle* 
ments  in  America  coniider  E,aft- Florida, 
with  refpedt  to  its  healthinefs,  in  the  fame 
lip-lit  that  we  do  the  fouth  of  France;  and 

O 

they  looked  upon  Auguftine  as  the  Mont* 
pelier  of  America  :  the  Spaniards,  from  the 
Havannah  and  elfewhere,  have  frequently 
reforted  thither  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health* 

Since  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Great* 
Britain,  many  gentlemen  have  experienced 
the  happy  effiedts  of  its  climate  ;  Mr.. Dun* 
net,  the  iecretary  of  the  province,  and  Air. 
Wilfon,  a  merchant  there,  both  in  a  deep 
confumption,  have  afcribed  the  recovery 
of  their  health  to  the  climate. 


It  is  an  indifputable  fadt,  which  can  be 
proved  by  the  monthly  r’eturns  of  the 
ninth  regiment,  in  garrifon  in  Eaft-Flori* 
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da,  that  it  did  not  lofe  one  Tingle  man  by 
natural  death  in  the  Tpace  of  20  months; 
and  as  this  regiment  does  duty  in  the  fe- 
veral  forts,  at  different  diflances  from  Au- 
guftine,  St.  Mark’s  d’  Apalachie  at  200 
miles,  Piccolata  30,  Matanzas  20,  it  proves 
in  the  moft  fatisfadtory  manner,  that  the 
climate  is  healthy  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  province. 

The  peninfula  of  Florida  is  not  broad, 
and  as  it  lies  betwixt  two  fe as,  the  air  is 
cooler,  and  oftener  refrefhed  with  rains, 
than  on  the  continent :  the  entire  abfence 
of  the  fun  for  eleven  hours  makes  the 
dews  heavy,  and  gives  the  earth  time  to 
cool ;  To  that  the  nights  in  fummer  are 
lefs  fultry  here  than  in  the  northern  lati¬ 
tude,  where  the  fun  Ihines  upon  the  earth 
for  feventeen  or  eighteen  hours  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  The  heat,  which  in  South- 
Carolina,  and  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  is  fometimes  intolerable  for  want  of 
wind,  is  here  mitigated  by  a  never-failing 
lea-breeze  in  the  day-time,  and  a  land- 
wind  at  night.  It  is  only  in  and  near  the 
tropicks  that  the  fea  and  land-breezes  are 
at  all  uniform  or  to  be  depended  upon. 

The 
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The  white  people  work  in  the  fields  in 
the  heat  of  the  day  without  prejudice  to- 
their  health ;  gentlemen  frequently  ride 
out  for  pleafure  in  the  middle  of  the  day ; 
and  governor  Grant  is  regularly  on  horfe- 
back  every  day  from  eleven  to  three  o  clock 

in  the  afternoon. 

* 

v 

SECT.  IV. 

Natural  Productions. 

Having  already  taken  notice  of  the  foil 
and  climate,  upon  which  all  vegetation 
depends,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  vege¬ 
table  productions  of  Eaft-FIonda. 

In  no  one  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions 
is  there  found  fo  great  a  variety  of  trees, 
plants  and  fhrubs,  as  in  Eaft-Florida ; 
which,  I  fuppofe,  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
temperature  of  the  climate,  in  which  the 
productions  of  the  northern  and  fouthern 
latitudes  feem  to  flourish  together.  With¬ 
out  attempting  to  enumerate  all  tne  forefi- 
trees,  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  luch  as 
are  mod  ufeful. 

\ 

G  2  The 
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The  white  pine  grows  to  a  confiderable 
fize,  and  is  fit  for  mails,  planks,  and 
other  timber  for  houfe-building. 

*1  he  red  pine  is  a  heavy  wood,  full  of 
lezin,  and  moil  fit  for  pitch  and  tar;  its 
bark  is  of  great  ufe  for  tanning. 

The  fpruce  fir  here  is  quite  a  different 
tree  from  that  to  the  northward,  but  an- 
fvvers  the  faryie  end  for  niaking  the  ipruce 
beer.  Thefe  different  forts  of  fir  demand 
a  fandy  foil,  that  has  a  clay,  or  other  ftrong 
earth  beneath  it. 

The  white  cedar  :  of  this  tree  are  made 
boards,  ihingles,  clapboards,  and  ffaves 
fio  r  dry  calks. 

The  red  cedar  is  ufed  for  polls  and 
boards,  the  trunk  is  feldom  above  14  feet 
high,  and  the  limbs  are  ufually  crooked, 
and  very  proper  for  Ibip-building. 

The  cyprefs  tree  grows  to  a  greater  fize 
here  than  to  the  northward ;  and  being 
larger  than  any  other  tree,  is  ufed  for 
making  canoes. 

The  live  oak  (fo  called  from  being  an 
evergreen)  is  tougher,  and  of  a  better 
grain  than  the  Englilh  oak,  and  is  highly 
effeemed  for  (hip-building. 

The 
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The  chefnut  oak,  very  little  known  in 
other  parts  of  America,  is  very  common 
in  Florida.  Its  leaf  is  like  that  of  a  horfe- 
chefnut,  the  acorn  it  bears  is  two  inches 
long,  and  in  tafle  like  a  chefnut :  it  affords 
excellent  maft  for  hogs,  and  is  an  exceed¬ 
ing  good  timber. 

Mahagony  grows  only  in  the  fouthern 
and  interior  parts  of  the  peninfula ;  it  is  in 
fize  and  quality  inferior  to  the  Jamaica, 
but  good  enough  to  become  an  article  of 
trade  :  the  wood-cutters  from  Providence, 
one  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  come  to  Eafi> 
Florida  to  cut  mahagony,  and  carry  it  off 
clandeflinely. 

Red  bays  :  this  tree  feems  a  baftard 
mahagony,  and  is  not  yet  known  in  Europe; 
it  may  come  into  repute  in  time,  when 
the  bed  of  mahagony  is  become  dill  more 
fcarce. 

The  walnut,  and  hiccory  (which  is  a 
fpecies  of  walnut)  are  fo  common,  that 
they,  with  the  chefnut-tree,  though  beau¬ 
tiful  woods,  are  ordinarily  ufed  for  fire¬ 
wood  :  they  afford  good  mafl  for  hogs. 


Black 
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Black  cherry-tree,  is  a  beautiful  wood, 
the  tree  bigger  than  in  Europe,  the  fruit 
fmall  and  of  little  ufe. 

Maple  :  its  wood  is  of  a  fine  variegated 
grain,  fit  for  cabinet-work.  In  the  fpring 
they  tap  it,  in  order  to  make  fugar  ©f  its 
juice. 

The  a fli,  locuft,  and  dog-wood-trees 
are  here  in  abundance,  and  fit  for  the  mill, 
or  wheelwrights  work,  and  other  ordinary 
purpofes. 

The  mulberry-tree,  both  the  red  and 
white,  are  natives  of  the  country,  the  fo- 
refts  are  full  of  them  ;  they  grow  here  to 
a  larger  fize  than  in  any  other  country. 

The  leaf  of  this  tree  being  the  food  of 
the  filk-worm,  and  the  climate  perfectly 
adapted  to  that  tender  infect,  I  fhall,  in  a 

proper  place,  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
the  cultivation  of  filk. 

The  fuftic  and  brafiletto,  ufeful  as  dying 
woods,  are  likewife  found  in  Eaft-Florida. 

Saflafras  of  Florida  was  always  reckoned 
the  befi:  in  America.  - 

Balfam-tree,  of  the  fize  and  with  leaves 
like  the  lycamore  tree  in  England,  yields 
the  true  balfam  of  Tolu. 


The 
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The  magnolia,  tulip-laurel,  tupelow- 
tree,  are  all  beautiful,  and  very  ornamental 
in  gardens  and  pleafure-grounds. 

Fruit-Trees. 

*  ■ 

It  is  obfervable  in  America,  that  though 
no  country  has  a  greater  variety  of  valuable 
forefl-trees,  yet  there  are  but  few  fruit- 
trees,  natives  of  the  continent,  worth  men¬ 
tioning. 

All  the  fruit-trees  (an  indifferent  fort  of 
plumb,  and  a  fmall  black  cherry  excepted) 
have  been  imported  from  Europe,  and 
thrive  exceeding  well.  In  Florida,  a  ftranger 
cannot  help  being  ftruck  with  the  luxuri- 
ancy  of  the  orange-tree;  it  is  larger  in  fize, 
and  produces  greater  abundance  and  better 
flavoured  fruit  than  in  Spain  or  Portugal : 
this  tree  is  fo  well  adapted  to  the  climate, 
that  it  has  fpread  itfelf  every-where,  and  is 
fo  far  from  a  rarity,  that  the  inhabitants* 
not  apprehenfive  of  fcarcity,  frequently  cut 
down  the  tree  in  order  to  gather  the  fruit. 

The  lemons,  limes,  citrons,  pomegra¬ 
nates,  figs,  apricots,  peach,  &c,  grow  here 
in  high  perfection. 

Shrubs 
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Shrubs  and  Plants. 

The  myrtle- wax  fhrub  is,  without 
doubt,  the  moft  ufeful  of  the  fpontaneous 
growth  of  America  ;  it  is  found  in  all  forts 
of  foil,  and  in  fuch  plenty  in  Eaft-Florida, 
that  were  there  hands  enough  to  gather 
the  berries,  they  could  fupply  all  England 
with  wax  :  the  procefs  of  making  it  is 
very  fimple ;  they  bruife  the  berries,  boil 
them  in  water,  and  fkim  the  wax  off, 
which  is  naturally  of  a  bright  green  co¬ 
lour,  but  may  be  bleached  like  bees-wax, 
and,  on  account  of  its  hardnefs,  is  well 
adapted  for  candles  in  hot  countries. 

Of  the  opuntia,  or  prickly  pear,  are  dif¬ 
ferent  ipecies  in  Eaft-Florida  j  on  one  fort, 
with  a  lmooth  leaf,  is  the  cochineal  infe<ft, 
found  in  incredible  plenty  :  of  the  fruit  of 
the  other  fpecies,  is  made  a  vegetable  co¬ 
chineal,  which  may  be  ufed  in  ordinary 
purpofes  inftead  of  the  true  cochineal. 

The  vines,  the  fenna  ftirub,  farfaparilla, 
China -root,  wild  indigo,  water  and  muih- 
me’.ons,  are  indigenous  plants  of  Eaft- 
Florida. 

I 
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I  cannot  omit  mentioning  a  herb  of  the 
growth  of  Eaft-Florida,  of  which,  as  yet, 
very  little  notice  has  been  taken,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  advantage  that  may  be 
derived  from  it :  this  herb  refcmbles  en¬ 
tirely  our  famphire  in  England,  and  is  cal¬ 
led  barilla  or  kaly }  it  is  the  fame  of  which 
in  Spain  the  pearl -allies  are  made,  in  the 
manner  as  the  kelp  in  Scotland  ;  the  fea- 
coad,  marines,  and  low-lands,  overflown  at 

high  tides,  are  covered  with  it  here  in 
Florida. 

✓ 

Animals. 

There  is  no  animal  of  this  country  bet¬ 
ter  worth  mentioning  than  the  deer,  which 
is  found  in  great  plenty ;  the  deer-fkins 
are,  at  prefent,  the  only  article  of  expor¬ 
tation  of  Eaft-Florida. 

The  buffalo  is  found  in  the  favannahs, 
or  natural  meadows,  in  the  interior  parts 
of  Eaft-Florida :  the  peculiarity  of  the 
American  buffalo  is,  that  inftead  of  hair, 
it  is  covered  with  a  fine  frizzled  wool. 

The  bear  in  America  is  confidered  not 
as  a  fierce,  carnivorous,  but  as  an  ufeful 

H  animal ; 


$ 

[  5°  ] 

animal ;  it  feeds  in  Florida  upon  grapes, 
chelnuts,  acorns,  &c.  It  is  reckoned  very 
good  food,  efpecially  the  bear  hams,  &c. 

The  racoon  is  a  fpecies  of  the  bear,  but 
fmaller ;  he  is  of  the  fize  and  colour  of 
a  badger,  and  is  efteemed  very  delicate 
eating. 

Flares  are  very  plenty,  but  not  bigger 
than  an  Englifh  rabbit. 

I  have  mentioned  but  a  few  of  the  mod: 
ufeful  of  wild  animals  :  (if  we  except  the 
moofe-deer  and  beaver)  Eaft-Florida  has 
all  the  wild  animals  common  to  America  ; 
though  I  mud:  acknowledge,  that  the  fkins 
of  thofe  of  the  fur  kind  are  of  little  value, 
the  climate  being  too  hot  for  them. 

As  to  the  domeftic  animals,  they  are, 
in  general,  the  fame  that  we  have  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  horned  cattle  as  big  as  in  Eng¬ 
land,  efpecially  in  the  inland  parts. 

The  horfes  are  of  the  Spanidi  breed,  of 
great  lpirit,  but  little  drength ;  they  are 
feldom  above  j  4  hands  high  :  the  Indians 
here,  by  mixing  the  Spanilh  breed  with 
the  Carolina,  have  excellent  horfes,  both 
for  fervice  and  beauty. 

From 
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From  the  great  plenty  of  fine  mall,  the 
hogs  grow  here  to  an  uncommon  fize;  and 
their  iielh  is  fatter  and  better  than  in  any 

other  country. 

Sheep,  goats,  and  caprittos,  thrive  here 
very  well,  but  mud  be  fecured  at  night 
againft  the  wolves  and  foxes,  till  the  coun¬ 
try  is  better  fettled. 

Birds. 

Florida,  on  account  of  its  climate,  has  a 
great  variety  of  birds  j  immenfe  numbers 
migrate  thither  in  winter,  to  avoid  the  cold 
of  the  northern  latitudes.  In  the  woods 
are  plenty  of  wild  turkeys,  which  are  bet¬ 
ter  tailed,  as  well  as  larger,  than  our  tame 
ones  in  England. 

The  pheafant  is  in  fize  like  the  Euro¬ 
pean,  its  plumage  like  that  of  our  par¬ 
tridge.  The  American  partridge  is  not 
much  bigger  than  a  quail,  and  leems  to 
be  of  that  fpecies. 

The  wild  pigeons,  for  three  months  in 
the  Year,  are  in  fuch  plenty  here,  tnat  an 

account  of  them  would  feeni  incredible. 

% 
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Al!  the  different  forts  of  water-fowls  be¬ 
longing  to  America,  <vthe  Iwan  excepted) 
are  found  here  in  the  greateff  abundance. 

Fish. 

The  rivers  of  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
North-America  abound  greatiy  with  fffh, 
but  bloiida  latiier  more  than  any  other: 
thofe  moilly  made  ufe  of,  are  the  bafs, 
mullet,  didejent  forts  of  rays,  and  flat— 
fith,  cat-fuh,  lea-trout,  and  black-filh. 

Of  Ihell-filh :  feveral  forts  of  crabs, 

pi  awns,  and  Ihrimps,  of  an  extraordinary 
lize. 

The  oyfters  are  fo  plentiful  here,  that  no- 
thing  is  more  common,  than  at  low  water, 
to  fee  whole  rocks  of  them. 

There  are  three  forts  of  fea-turtle  com¬ 
mon  in  iiaft- Florida,  the  logger-head, 
hawk’s-bill,  and  green-turtle.  There  are 
like  wife  two  forts  of  land-turtle,  one  of 
them  is  amphibious,  and  the  other,  not  lo, 
is  called  a  terrapin. 


Insects. 
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Insects. 

If  one  confiders  the  extent  of  Eaft-Flo- 

i 

rida,  and  the  finall  number  of  inhabitants 
it  has  had  thefe  fixty  years,  fince  the  na¬ 
tive  Indians  were  exterminated  by  the 
creeks,  one  would  be  apt  to  think  it  muft 
of  courfe  be  overrun  with  venomous  infedts 
and  reptiles  :  feveral  writers  who  mention' 
Florida,  have  taken  it  for  granted  to  be  fo; 
amongll  others,  the  gentleman  who  lately 
wrote  major  Rogers’s  Hiftcry  of  North- 
America,  tells  us,  Eaft-Florida  would  be. 
a  fine  country,  were  it  not  for  the  innu¬ 
merable  venomous  infedts  with  which  it  is 
infefied  :  the  fadt  is  quite  otherwife ;  if 
we  except  the  allegator,  Eaft-Florida  has 
fewer  infedts  than  any  other  province  in 
America  :  during  my  ftay  there,  I  faw  but 
two  black  fnakes ;  Mr.  Rolle,  who  for 
eighteen  months  lived  conftantly  in  the 
woods,  has  feen  but  one  rattle-fnake.  If 
Eaft-Florida  is  fo  happy  as  to  have  fo  few 
venomous  creatures,  it  is  not  owing  to  a 
fupernatural  or  miraculous  caufe,  like  the 
bleflings  of  St.  Patrick  upon  Ireland,  but 
to  a  very  plain  and  natural  one,  which  is, 
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that  the  hunting-parties  of  the  Creek  In¬ 
dians,  who  are  difperfed  through  the 
whole  province,  continually  fet  the  grafs 
on  fire,  for  the  conveniency  of  hunting ; 
by  which  means,  not  only  the  infecfts  but 
their  eggs  alfo  are  deftroyed. 

Allegators  are  here  in  great  number, 
they  never  attack  men  either  in  the  water 
or  upon  land  ;  all  the  mifchief  they  do,  is 
carrying  off  young  pigs  from  the  planta¬ 
tions  near  the  rivers. 

There  is  an  infedt  in  Eaft-Florida,  not 
known  in  other  parts  of  America,  which  is 
a  large  yellow  Ipider  ;  the  hind  part  of  his 
body  is  bigger  than  a  pigeon’s  egg,  and  the 
reft  in  proportion  ■,  its  web  is  a  true  yellow 
filk,  fo  ftrong  as  to  catch  fmall  birds, 
upon  which  it  feeds  :  the  bite  of  this  fpi- 
der  is  attended  with  a  fwelling  of  the 
part,  and  great  pain,  but  no  danger  of 

life. 

A  great  variety  of  lizards  are  found  here, 
fome  of  them  very  beautiful,  changing 
their  colour  like  the  cameleon;  they  are 
quite  a  harmlefs  infedt. 


SECT. 


[  55  3 


SECT.  V. 

Of  CULTIVATION. 

Rice. 

From  the  climate  of  Florida,  and  the 
great  variety  of  tropical,  as  well  as  north¬ 
ern  productions,  that  are  natives  of  this 
country,  there  is  reafon  to  expeCt,  that 
cotton,  rice,  and  indigo,  not  to  mention 
fugar,  will  grow  here  as  well  as  in  any 
part  of  the  globe.  The  planters  from  Ca¬ 
rolina,  that  have  viuted  Florida,  iince  it 
came  into  our  pofieffion,  are  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  much  fitter  for  the  production  of 
rice,  even  than  South-Carolina-. 

The  great  peculiarity,  and  indeed  the 
principal  difficulty,  attending  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  rice,  in  a  proper  climate,  arifes 
from  the  neceffity  of  laying  the  ground 
where  it  is  fown  under  water  at  two  ftated 
periods.  It  is  manifeft,  that  not  many 
fituations  can  have  this  command  of  water ; 
but  from  the  number  of  rivers  in  Florida, 
and  the  nature  of  the  country,  which  ap¬ 
proaches  to  a,.level  without  being  fo,  it  is 
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cafy  to  difcern,  that  the  ftreams  of  water 
can  .  be  guided  more  at  pleafure,  than  if 
ti'iv-  inequalities  of  the  furface  were  greater 
Florida  is  in  the  fame  latitude  with 
Bengal  and  China,  ■where  rice  grows  in 
giSatei  plenty  than  any  where  elle  in  the 
world  ;  and  when  the  variety  of  fwarnps, 
tivulcis,  ana  water-iide  lands  are  confi— 
dered,  we  may  give  credit  to  what  a  very 
knowing  and  eminent  planter  of  Carolina 
fays,  who  has  been  up  the  river  St.  John’s 
as  high  as  lake  George,  that  the  country 
fiom  that  lake  to  Fir.  Rolle’s,  qr  miles  in 
length,  will,  in  his  opinion,  yield  as  much 
rice  as  is  produced  in  all  South-Carolina. 

\v  here  the  foil  and  climate  is  proper  for 
rice,  there  is  no  grain  in  the  world  yields 
fo  much  profit  to  a  planter. 

Cotton. 

Since  every  colony  in  America  feems  to 
have,  as  it  were,  a  itaple  commodity  pecu¬ 
liar  to  itfelf,  as  Canada  the  fur ;  Maffachu- 
fets-bay,  fifh  ;  Connecticut,  lumber;  New- 
York  and  Penfylvania,  wheat ;  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  tobacco ;  North-Carolina, 
pitch  and  tar;  South-Carolina,  rice  and 

indigo ; 


/ 
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Indigo ;  Georgia,  rice  and  filk.  I  am  much 
dilpofed  to  prognofticate,  that  cotton  will, 
in  time,  be  a  ftaple  commodity  in  Florida. 

The  cotton  fihrub  is  known  to  thrive 

beft  in  a  light  fandy  foil,  and  in  a  climate 
that  has  frequent  rains  :  the  pine-barrens, 
and  word:  parts  of  Florida,  as  well  as  its 
climate,  are  therefore  fit  for  this  fhrub. 

It  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  of  the 
utility  and  importance  of  cotton  as  an  ar¬ 
ticle  of  trade ;  Bengal,  and  the  Coroman¬ 
del  coafir,  in  great  meafure,  owe  their  riches 
to  it  •,  the  calicoes,  chints,  muflins,  &c.  &c. 
annually  imported  by  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany,  and  fold  at  fuch  immenfe  profit,  are 
all  made  of  cotton. 

The  quantity  imported  from  the  Weft- 
Indies,  notwithftanding  the  great  increafe 
lately  made  in  the  produce  of  it  at  Tortola, 
one  of  the  Virgin-ifiands  belonging  to 
Great-Britain,  bears  but  a  fmall  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  whole  confumption.  A  great 
demand  has  raifed  the  price  of  the  Turkey 
cotton  from  five-pence  to  ten-pence  a 
pound,  and  of  the  Weft-India,  from  nine- 
pence  to  two  fhillings. 
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The  Manchefter  manufactures  are  greatly 
cramped  by  the  fcarcity  of  this  commodity, 
and  would  be  confiderably  extended  fhould 
cotton  become  plentiful  in  England. 

A  fmall  bounty  upon  tbe  growth  of  it 
in  Florida,  might  be  attended  with  good 
gffeCt,  and  be  a  wife  encouragement  of  an 
infant  colony. 

Mr.  Rolle  has  planted  the  cotton-tree  in 
Florida,  where  he  has  found  it  thrive  fo 
well,  as  plainly  proves  the  foil  and  climate 
is  adapted  to  it. 

4 

Silk. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  cultivation  of  filk  in 
Florida,  there  is  not  the  lead  doubt  of  the 
climate  being  better  adapted  to  the  filk- 
worm  than  any  country  in  Europe,  or 
probably,  in  America  :  filk  abounds  much 
more  in  India,  Perfia,  and  China,  which 
are  in  the  latitude  of  Florida,  than  in 

Italy. 

A  confiderable  increafe  has  of  late  been 
made  in  the  growth  of  filk  in  Caiohna 
and  Georgia  ;  at  Purifburgh,  filk  is  become 
the  flaple  commodity  of  the  place  .  this 

1  town 
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town  was  fettled  about  40  years  ago,  by 
fome  natives  of  Switzerland ;  it  lies  30 
miles  eaft  of  Savannah. 

In  Carolina  and  Georgia  the  worms  are 
often  injured  by  accidental  frofts,  and  cold 
mornings,  in  the  fpring,  efpecially  if  it  is 
a  late  one ;  they  are  fometimes  actually 
deftroyed,  and  at  other  times  are  benumb¬ 
ed  and  made  lickly  for  want  of  warmth ; 
this  inconvenience  is  alfo  frequently  expe¬ 
rienced  in  Italy  :  it  is  almoft  unneceflary 
to  remark,  that  the  fouthern  lituation  of 
Florida  has  placed  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
this  difafter. 

In  Georgia  there  is  often  a  great  deal  of 
thunder  and  lightning  in  the  fpring-feafon, 
which  is  apt  to  affedt  and  injure  the  lilk- 
worm ;  whereas  in  Florida,  where  fre¬ 
quent  Ihowers  refrefh  the  air,  and  the  lea- 
breezes  keep  it  in  conftant  agitation,  the 
thunder  is  neither  fo  common  or  fo  vio¬ 
lent  :  experience  will  probably  fhew,  that 
this  country  is  as  much  adapted  to  the  filk- 
worm  as  to  the  mulberrv-tree,  on  which 
it  feeds.  It  has  been  before  obferved,  that 
this  tree  grows  in  its  utmoft  luxuriance 
in  all  parts  of  Florida. 

I  2 
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As  there  is  no  production  of  the  Weft- 
Indies  affords  a  planter  fo  much  profit  as 
fugar,  there  is  no  doubt  but  fugar  will  foon 
be  planted  in  Florida.  The  fugar-cane 
grew  at  Auguftine,  and  in  the  truftees 
garden  in  Savannah  in  Georgia,  in  as  great 
perfection  as  in  the  Weft-Indies.  We  are 
not  however  yet,  for  want  of  experiments, 
perfectly  informed  with  what  degree  of 
fuccefs  fugar  can  be  raifed  in  Florida.  It 
is  certain  the  fugar-cane  is  a  tender  plant, 
that  requires  both  a  good  and  a  moift  foil, 
as  well  as  a  hot  climate  to  bring  it  to  per¬ 
fection. 

The  fugar-cane  is  not  a  native  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  is  commonly  taken  for 
granted ;  nor  will  it  grow  there  with¬ 
out  art  and  cultivation. 

The  common  ufe  of  fugar  in  Europe 

was  introduced  by  the  Portuguefe,  who 

tranfplanted  it  from  the  Eaft-Indies  into 

the  Madeira  iflands  ;  the  fugar-cane  flou- 

rithed  there,  and  in  the  Canaries,  which 

are  in  the  latitude  of  Florida,  fo  well,  that 

all 
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all  Europe  was  fupplied  from  thence  with 

fugar.  . 

The  loaf-fugar  at  this  day,  in  Germany, 

is  called  Canary-fugar.  Sugar  is  plentiful 

and  common  in  Egypt,  in  parts  further 

from  the  tropic  than  Florida.  Pliny,  the 

elder,  makes  it  the  produce  of  Arabia  and 

India. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Malaga,  fu- 
gar  ufed  to  be  railed  in  great  abun¬ 
dance,  and  it  is  grown  in  fome  parts  of 
Spain  at  this  day.  The  fouth  of  Spain  is 
ten  degrees  north  of  the  capes  of  Florida. 
The  plantane-tree  and  allegator  pear,  the 
tendered  of  the  tropical  plants,  are  in  full 

perfection  at  Auguftine. 

As  both  the  foil  and  climate  of  Eaft- 
Florida  feem  fit  for  fugar,  one  cannot  rea- 
fonably  doubt,  but  the  cultivation  of  it 
will  be  attended  with  fuccefs  j  and  if  in 
fome  refpedts  Florida  be  found  inferior  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  which  I  do  not  expedt, 
it  has  in  other  refpedts  the  advantage  of 

them. 

The  flock  of  a  fugar  planter  is  not  only 

procured,  but  fupported  at  a  vaft  expence  ; 

the  exceflive  price  of  labour  in  the  Weft- 

Indies, 
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Indies,  arifing  from  the  unhealthinefs  of 
the  climate,  and  the  dearnefs  of  the  neceft. 
laries  of  life,  virtually  amounts  to  a  tax 
upon  the  fugar  planter ;  not  only  all  kind 
of  cloathing,  but  provifions  too,  muff  be 

imported  from  Europe,  and  the  northern 
plantations. 

The  materials  for  building,  all  the  lum- 
ber  required  to  ereft  and  repair  the  fugar 
works,  muff  be  fetched  from  the  conti- 
nent :  in  Florida  they  are  found  upon  the 
fpot.  In  the  iflands,  the  wages  of  a  car¬ 
penter,  mafon,  &c.  run  up  as  high  as  ten 
fhillings  a  day  ;  the  natural  plenty  in  Flo¬ 
rida  will  make  labour  there  comparatively 
cheap. 

The  overfeer,  and  other  white  fervants. 
Will,  beyond  all  queftion,  be  hired  much 
cheaper  in  a  plentiful  and  good  climate, 
than  in  a  fcarce  and  fickly  one. 

Not  only  overfeers  and  fervants  will  be 
had  at  a  reafonable  price,  but  horfes,  cows, 
and  oxen,  may  be  purchafed  at  lefs  than 
one  fixth  of  the  price  they  bear  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  Mules  and  horfes  are  there 
fold  from  20 1.  to  30 1*'  a-piece  :  a  fervice- 
able  horfe  in  Florida  may  be  had  for  4I. 

The 
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The  price  of  an  ox  is  no  more  than  3  h  i** 
Florida.  It  is  not  only  the  prime  coll  of 
the  (lock  that  differs  fo  much  in.  the  two 
countries,  but  the  expence  of  maintaining 
it  bears  the  fame  comparative  difference ; 
grafs  and  fodder  for  the  cattle,  and  corn 
and  flefh-meat  for  the  fervants,  are  very 
fcarce  in  the  iflands,  and  very  plentiful  m 

Florida. 

When  the  fugar  is  made,  it  is  often  ne- 
ceflary,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  to  cairy  it  at. a 
great  expence  by  land,  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance  to  the  fhipping-places :  this  expence 
will  be  faved  in  Florida,  where  a  planter 
will  be  fure  to  make  his  plantation  on  the 

fide  of  a  navigable  river. 

In  Florida  the  lands  are  not  fold,  as.  in 
the  ceded  iflands,  but  given  upon  conditi¬ 
ons,  which  intereft  leads,  the  grantee  to 
perform  ;  and  the  refervation  made  to  the 
crown  is  only  a  halfpenny  an  acre,  aftei 
the  end  of  three,  five,  or  ten  years,  which 
is  regulated  by  the  extent  of  the  grants. 

It  often  happens  in  the  Weft-Indies,  as 
it  did  laft  year,  that  when  the  ground  is 
prepared,  and  the  cane  planted,  the  rains, 

©r  feafons  as  they  are  called,  fail  5  as  often 

as 
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as  this  is  the  cafe,  the.. crop  is  ruined  by 

drought,  a  misfortune  which  is  not  to  be 
apprehended  in  Florida. 

Indigo. 

Both  the  foil  and  climate  of  Eafb-Florida 
feem  to  fuit  this  plant;  the,  Spaniards 
planted  fome  of  the  guatimala  indigo  in 
their  gardens  at  Auguftine,  where  I  have 
feen,  in  a  poor,  fandy  foil,  indigo  plants  of 
a  larger  fize,  and  in  a  more  luxuriant  hate, 
than  ever  I  faw  in  South-Carolina  in  the 
richefl  and  bed;  cultivated  lands  :  I  was  in¬ 
formed  the  Spaniards  cut  it  four  times  a 
year. 

Indian  Corn. 

This  grain  is  the  common  food  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  the  Spaniards  being  confined  within 
the  lines  of  Auguftine,  ufed  to  raife  two 
crops  a  year  upon  the  fame  ground ;  which 
I  mention  rather  as  a  mark  of  the  fertility 
of  the  foil,  than  of  the  good  hufbandry  of 

the  Spaniards :  it  grows  here  in  almofl 
every  foil. 

Hemp. 
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Hemp. 
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The  large  bounties  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  confidence  premiums  by 
the  fociety  of  arts  and  fciences,  will  in¬ 
duce  feme  of  the  new  Pettier s  to  cultivate 
hemp ;  it  requires  a  fre(h,  ilrong,  moift 
foil :  the  fwamps,  after  being  cleared  and 
drained  for  rice,  are  fitted  to  be  fown  with 
hemp  for  the  fi'rft  and  fecond  year. 


*\  &  *  \ 

Vines. 

It  is  not  at  all  doubtful  .whether  the  f 
vine  will  flouriih  in  Florida,  becaufe  it 
grows  there,  and  in  almoft  all  parts  of 
America,  fouth  of  Delaware,  m  great 
plenty.  The  wild  grapes  of  America  are 
of  little  worth,  they  ufually  run  up  the 
trees  of  the  .forefts,  where  they  are  too 
much  (haded,  and  for  want  of  cultivation, 

of  no  value. 

The  dearnefs  of  labour,  and  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  foreign  wines  in  America,  have 
both  contributed  to  prevent  the  planting 
of  vineyards  more  frequently.  The  Frenc  i 
refugees  planted  fome  in  South-Carohna, 
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»nd  I  have  drank  a  red  wine  of  the  growth 
of  that  province  little  inferior  to  burgundy. 

I'"  it  is  obferved  that  the  richeft 
«ines  are  produced  in  the  itlands  ofMa- 
t  etra  and  the  Canaries,  in  the  illand  of 
typras,  and  ,n  other  parts  of  the  Levant, 
y  ag  nearly  m  the  latitude  of  Eaft-Flo- 
nda ;  it  wall,  probably,  not  be  owing  to 
any  deleft  either  in  foil  or  climate,  but  to 
he  dearnefs  ot  labour,  or  negligence  of 
C  “idaoitants,  if  wine  is  not  produced 

hereafter  in  feme  plenty  upon  this  con- 
tinent. 


Currants,  raifms,  figs,  and  olives,  will 

more  probably  thrive  here  whenever  they 

are  planted.  7 

Having  finished  what  I  had  to  fay  of  the 
country  of  Eaft-Florida,  I  muft,  before  I 
conclude,  add  one  word  more  upon  the 
iubjedf  of  procuring  inhabitants  for  it. 
t  The  government  has  atfed  agreeably  to 
tne  wife  and  mafeuline  fpirit  of  its  policy, 
m  laying  the  new  foundation  of  feveral 
ex  ten  five  colonies.  Civil  as  well  as  mili¬ 
tary  ehablifhments  have  been  provided 
thele  three  years  for  the  two  Florida’s,  at 
«n  expence  of  near  100,000  1.  a  year;  but 

ifill 


ftili  the  inhabitants  ^Cepted> 

Zldmakf  buTl  thin  congregation  in  a 

final  1  parifti-church.  to  ftir 

Tf  the  government  reloive 

It  tne  gw  olreadv  a  great 

n  -fnrf-Wr  it  has  gone  an  & 

T\  too  far  •  Florida,  without  inhabitants, 
is  to  much  worfe  than  notbjng,  ^  b  it. 

■o  *<-  't-i  n^ar  lOOjOOOl*  a  \  y 

Britain  lots  nJ  eftabh(hments 

Governments,  &arr  . 

•  -i  j  military  without  inhabitants, 
civil  and  military,  i  feems 

any  meafures  taken  -  to 

Something  ftrange.  _  -f  t/t0  a  particu- 

take  all  the  meafures  requ  i  1 

kr  end  but  one,  and  to  negled  a  n 
o  ”  which  being  omitted,  renders  all  the 

reft  abortive-er  purc!iafc  an  eftate, 

hire  fervants,  prepare  the  groimn  or  °» 
tag,  have  the  feed-corn  ready  and  Ml 
fave  the  expen.ee  of  putting  n 

A  his  neighbours  would  laugh  hearti- 
ground,  his  neifanuuu  .  ^  wiu 

17  a t  r iTe a  !G  Fbor ida!° w he  nev  e  r  they  are 
put  in  the  ground,  but  they  w|l  not  grow 

country  is  a  good  one,  will 
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Wil!  Work  miracles,  and  without  fo  , 

as  Towing  the  teeth  of  Cadmnc*  f  mUCI' 

of  itielf  produce  the’  h  8  ferPent  % 

If  F  J  ?  he  human  fPeoies. 

Fa/l-Fionda  fettles  itfelf  which '*  ■ 
lett  to  do  if  J;u  l  ,  >  woich  it  is 

uuo>  if  will  be  the  fiWf' ■  , 

continent  that  ever  did 

'  the  tht; 

-  otwithftandmg  every  wife  anH  • 

rous  nieafure  is  taken  bv  „  •  gene- 

fnr  a,'en  by  governor  Grant 

cttn  tLft  1  Ea,l'F,0rida’  **  bf  pro- 
,  am  uon  to  mvtte  new  Pettier*,  dated  the 

mended  °°C  l  ' 76*’ has  not  been  hitherto, 
tutenoed  wtth  any  ViPtble  effea.  When 

efl-  K^fider  the  ^mount  of  the  prefers 

olJtToT  f0r',h3C  «**&•  * <-«to 

to  De  bad  oeconomy  to  ffoy  for'  years  ;h 

.  oroer  to  Pee  whether  Florida  will  Pettle’  i 

far  or  not.  None  oP  the  American  '  oi 

are  Po  well  peopled,  as  to  Ppare  inhabi- 

’  a,nd  were  any  of  the  inhabitants  to 
ie  northward  difpofed  to  go  to  Florida 

.!?*  Wlth  refPed:  to  fhe  migration  offal 
mmes  quite  inacceffible  by  land,  for  want 
o  roads,  and  ferrys  to  pafs  foe  feveraI 

crge  ijvers.  and  fuch  inhabitants  as  may 

m  WlI!in^  to  feek  a  new  habitation,  can- 

v  '  •  * 

DOC 
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Pot  a^ord  tne  expence  of  conveying  tfienjr 
Selves  and  families  by  fea.  ' 

Neither  is  Florida  likely  to  be  fettled 
by  inhabitants  from  Europe,  unlefs  the 
goverment  will  defray  the  expences,  and 
pay  the  pafiage,  for  men  who  have  nei- 
thei  money  nor  credit  to  convey  them- 
felves  thither.  Will  any  man  go  from 
Europe  to  Florida  at  his  own  expence, 
when  he  can  go  to  South-Carolina  paffage 
Fee,  and  have  lands  given  him  when  he 
gets  there,  without  any  expence ;  and  be- 
fides  this,  be  fupplied  with  neceffaries  and 
provifion  for  a  twelvemonth.  South-Ca- 
rohna,  tnough  fettled  above  a  century,  is 
ddi  at  an  expence  of  4000  1.  a  year,  as  a 
ounty  given  upon  the  importation  of  fo¬ 
reign  proteflants  *  :  we  ought  to  follow 

their 

*  By  foreign  fettlers  is  to  be  underftood,  1  Germans 
from  the  Rhine  ,  Mofelle,  and  other  pans,  where  they 
cuuwate  vineyards.  2.  Proteftants  from  the  fouthern 

vines  &c  FTte’  C°  thC  Cul£ure  of  flik’  olives, 
vines,  &c.  3.  Jnhamtants  of  the  iHands  of  Greece  and 

nle  well  <v:n  t  ;  ?'  ,  y  ,oner’  ln(il'ttnous  peo- 

r  ’  e  ln  tke  cultivation  of  cotton,  vines  rai- 

fins,  currants,  olives,  almonds,  and  filk-worms the 

Without  doubt,  many  of  my  readers,  efpecially  thofe 
unacquainted  with  America,  will  be  apt  to  a  Be,  why 

fhould 
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their  example,  and  not  content  ourlelves 
with  the  name  only  of  governments  and 

colonies.  .  . 

Should  the  parliament  of  Great-Butain 

give  only  the  fame  bounty  that  Carolina 

gives,  Eaft-Florida  would  ftand  a  chance 

at  lead,  of  becoming  inhabited  j  the  heal- 

thinefs  and  fertility  of  this  country  ,  wall  be 

known  by  degrees ;  and  I  do  not  aoubt, 

but  foreigners  may  be  induced  to  go  thither 

upon  the  fame  terms  they  are  tempted  to 

Jo  to  other  colonies.  I  believe  feveral 

perfons  of  note  intend  to  apply  for  grams 

of  land  in  Eaft-Florida,  with  a  view  of 

raifing  fugar,  or  other  articles  there,  by 

(hould  we  make  choice  of  foreigners,  and  not  nfour  ovin 
Sbieas  ?  to  which  I  would  anfwer,  that  thefe  foreign- 
lrsJ  when  fettled  in  an  Engliih  colony,  are  no  longer 

r  ’•  c  hit  fubie£ts  to  Great-Britain.  It  would  be 
foreigners,  but  iudjccis  to  muntr- 

verv  impolitic  to  encourage,  or  lo  much  as 
nai-e  the  emigration  of  induftrious  hufbandmen,  an 
ufeful  manufacturers ;  and  thofe  winch  are  either  ciaitr  - 
“vie  or  ufelefs  to  the  public  here  in  tng.and,  will  be 
much  more  fo  in  a  new  colony;  befides,  experience 

r„.UK=.  us,  .ha.  foreigners  are  the  '»  «; 

America  The  provinces  of  rer.lyivanta,  r>e 
Yorl  a.  d  New-Jerfeys,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Germans 

rhieflv  oWin<*  to  the  continual 
Hate  America  is  in,  is  chiefly  ow  0 

importation  of  foreign  fcttlers. 
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the  help  of  negroes  :  and  it  is  alfo  true> 
that  the  condition  of  each  grant,  requires 
the  having  one  white  inhabitant  to  100 
acres  of  land;  but  it  is  furely  impolitic,  to 
make  the  adlual  fettling  of  new  colonies 
depend  upon  a  flight  and  precarious  foun¬ 
dation,  without  aflifting  the  laudable  de- 
flgns  of  thofe  who  apply  for  grants,  and 
feconding  their  views,  by  promoting  the 
importation  of  foreign  proteftants,  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  cheap  fervants,  and  ufeful 
labourers. 

At  a  time  when  public  oeconomy  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  I  do  not  with  to  fee 
fuch  fums  expended  to  fettle  Florida,  as 
has  been  done  with  refped  to  Nova- Sco¬ 
tia  ;  but  fince  a  method  of  encouraging  fo¬ 
reigners  to  fettle  in  America  has  been, 
l'ometime  practifed,  and  experience  has 
fiiewn  it  to  be  both  frugal  and  efficacious, 

I  flatter  myfelf  the  adminiflration  will 
adopt  the  fvftem  of  Carolina,  or  feme  other 
equally  expedient. 

The  amount  of  the  civil  eftablilhment 
in  Eaft-Florida,  is  5700  1.  a  year,  granted 
by  parliament :  If  Great -Britain  Ihould 
difpofe  of  an  equal  fum,  to  encourage  the 

fet- 
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fettling  of  the  colony,  and  allow  only’ 
2500 1.  to  be  paid  as  a  bounty  of  4I.  per 
head  to  the  matter  of  the  fhip,  for  every 
foreign  proteftant  imported  to  fettle  in 
■PoA_F1nrida :  to  allow  2  coo  1.  mpre,  to 


fupply  the  new  fettlers  with  provifion  for 
nine  months,  and  the  remaining  700  1.  to 
be  diflributed  at  the  diicretion  of  the  go¬ 
vernor,  in  provincial  premiums,  upon  the 
growth  of  cotton,  hemp,  filk,  and  vines. 

Should  this  be  done,  his  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernors  may  have  the  pleafure  of  diftri- 
buting  juftice,  and  his  generals  affording 
fafety  to  the  king’s  fubjedts,  that  may  here¬ 
after  be  found  in  that  colony. 


V 
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appendix. 

T  N  order  that  perfons  unacquainted  with 
the  author,  may  have  other  teftimonies 
befides  his  own,  relative  to  matters  con¬ 
tained  in  the  aforegoing  fheets,  he  has 
thought  proper  to  infert  the  following  ex¬ 
tracts  of  letters  and  accounts,  which  it  is 
in  his  power  to  authenticate,  if  neceflary. 

ExtraCl  of  a  proclamation,  by  his  excel¬ 
lency  James  Grant,  Efq;  governor  of 
■  Eaft- Florida. 

*  And  whereas  it  may  greatly  contribute 
to  the  fpeedy  fettling  of  this  his  majefty’s  pro¬ 
vince,  to  inform  all  perfons  of  the  healthi- 
nefs,  foil,  and  productions  thereof ;  I  do, 
in  this  proclamation  further  publifh,  and 
make  known,  that  the  former  inhabitants 
lived  to  great  ages ;  his  majefty’s  troops, 
fince  their  taking  poflefiion  of  it,  have  en¬ 
joyed  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  good 
health  :  fevers,  which  are  fo  common  du¬ 
ring  the  autumn,  in  other  parts  of  Ame- 

L  rica. 
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rica,  are  unknown  here.  The  winter  is 
fo  remarkably  temperate,  that  vegetables 
of  all  kinds  are  raifed  during  that  feafon 
without  any  art. 

The  foil  on  the  coaft  is  in  general  fandy, 
but  productive  with  proper  cultivation. 

The  lands  are  rich  and  fertile  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  the  province,  and  on  the  fides 
of  the  rivers,  which  are  numerous.  Fruits 
and  grains  may  be  raifed  with  little  la¬ 
bour:  the  late  inhabitants  had  often  two 
crops  of  Indian  corn  in  one  year,  and  the 
breeder  here  will  be  under  no  neceffity  of 
laying  up  fodder  for  the  winter ;  for  there 
is  at  all  times  fufficient  quantity  of  pafture 
to  maintain  his  cattle. 

The  indigo  plant  remains  unhurt  for  fe- 
veral  years,  and  may  be  cut  four  times  in 
a  feafon.  Wild  indigo  is  found  here  in 
great  abundance ;  which,  with  proper  cul¬ 
tivation,  is  efteemed  in  the  French  iflands 
to  be  the  beft. 

From  the  great  luxuriancy  of  all  the 
Weft-Indian  weeds,  found  in  the  fouthern 
part  of  this  province,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  all  the  fruits  and  productions 
of  the  Weft-Indies  may  be  raifed  here ; 

though 
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though  either  from  want  of  induftry  of  the 
late  inhabitants,  or  from  the  frequent  in¬ 
terruptions  they  met  with  from  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  no  improvements  of  that  kind  were 
ever  attempted.  Oranges,  limes,  lemons, 
and  other  fruits,  grow  fpontaneoufly  over 
the  country. 

This  province  abounds  with  mahagony, 
and  all  kind  of  lumber,  fit  for  tranfporta- 
tion,  or  fhip-building;  and  the  conveyance 
of  the  commodities,  or  productions  hereof, 
will  be  attended  with  little  expence,  as 
there  is  water-carriage  every  where.’ 

Abftradt  of  a  letter  from  an  emiaent  planter 
in  South-Carolina,  to  a  noble  lord  in 
England,  dated,  Charles-town,  Augufl 
27,  1765. 

‘  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Auguftine,  I 
let  out  for  St.  Juan’s  river,  and  arrived 
that  evening  at  Piccolata,  a  fmall  fort  upon 
the  banks  of  St.  Juan’s  next  morning  we 
proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as  Mr.  Rolle’s 
town,  which  may  be  about  30  miles  from 
Piccolata  :  the  land  on  both  fides  of  the 
river  is  very  indifferent,  except  fome  fpots 

L  2  here 
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.  here  and  there  j  but  at  Mr.  Rolle’s  the 
good  land  begins.  After  ftaying  one  night 
at  Mr.  Rolle’s,  we  fet  out  for  Lake  George, 
went  that  day  as  far  as  Spalding’s  ftore, 
and  next  day  arrived  at  Lake  George,  which 
is  20  miles  long,  and  15  broad.  From 
Mr.  Rolle’s  to  Lake  George,  which  is  near 
50  miles,  is  one  continued  body  of  excel¬ 
lent  land  i  I  may  fay  the  beft  in  the  king’s 
dominions.  This  tra£t  alone  is  capable  of 
producing  yearly  more  rice  than  the  whole 
province  of  South-Carolina  has  ever  yet 
produced  in  a  year  :  thefe  lands  feem  to 
me  more  adapted  to  rice  and  indigo,  than 
any  thing  elfe  :  it  is  better  land  than  mine 
at  Winyaw,  which  is  reckoned  fome  of 
the  beft  in  South-Carolina.  We  intended 
to  crofs  the  lake,  but  the  wind  blowing 
frefh,  and  we  in  an  open  boat,  it  was  not 
thought  fafe  to  venture,  and  therefore 
turned  back,  after  ftaying  one  night  and  a 
day.  Our  guide,  who  was  a  man  of  credit, 
informed  us,  that  after  you  pafs  over  Lake 

.  George,  there  was  good  land  on  each  fide 
of  the  river  for  50  miles ;  when  you  meet 
with  another  lake,  not  quite  fo  large  as 
lake  Geofge :  when  that  is  eroded,  the 

country. 
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country,  as  far  as  you  can  fee,  on  both  fides 
of  the  river,  is  a  frefh  water  marfh :  for  40 
miles  higher  up,  thefe  marfhes  are  extraor¬ 
dinary  rich  lands ;  here  the  river  begins  to 
be  {hallow,  but  from  the  mouth  to  this 
place,  it  is  the  beft  and  fafeft  navigation  I 
ever  have  feen.  At  this  place,  in  a  ftill 
evening,  the  furf  of  the  fea  is  heard,  and. 
plenty  of  fea-birds  are  feen  in  the  river j 
which  is  a  fign  it  cannot  be  above  feven  or 

eight  miles  from  the  fea. 

In  coming  down  the  river,  within  a  few 
miles  from  Mr.  Rolle’s,  we  pitched  upon 
an  ifland  where  we  landed,  and  examined 
it;  it  may  contain  about  14  or  15°^  acres  ? 
a  ridge  of  high  lands  runs  acrofs,  on  which 
is  a  continued  grove  of  orange-trees,  live- 
oak,  wild  cherries,  and  magnolia  j  on  each 
fide  of  this  ridge,  is  as  fine  a  body  of  rich 
low  lands  as  any  in  the  world.  Near  this 
ifland  is  a  trad  of  very  good  land,  feparated 
from  it  by  a  creek  of  about  40  yards  wide, 
and  deep  enough  for  any  {hip.  Great  plenty 
of  frefh  water  fi(h  is  here  in  the  river,  and 
abundance  of  ducks,  and  wild  turkies  upon 
the  ifland.  I  fliall  return  to  Eaft-Florida 

next  November,  and  carry  negroes  with 

me ; 

'  1  * 
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me  j  as  the  governor  will  not  grant  us  our 

land,  till  the  negroes  are  arrived  in  the 
province. 

St.  Auguftine,  May  1,  1765. 

f  Si r. 

In  confequence  of*  your  defire,  and 
your  purpofe  to  bring  to  Eaft-Florida  fo¬ 
reign  proteftants,  in  cafe  I  could  afiure 
you  the  land  to  be  good,  and  fit  for  culti¬ 
vation  i  in  anfvver  to  which,  I  acquaint 
you,  that,  by  order  of  the  lords  of  trade, 
and  vii  tue  of  my  appointment,  as  furveyor- 
generat  of  the  fouthern  diftrift  of  North- 
America,  I  have  made,  fince  January,  an 
exadl  lurvey  of  the  land,  and  fea-coaft, 
from  St.  Auguftine  towards  the  cape  of 
Florida,  as  far  as  latitude  26.  40.  the  fpe- 
cial  charts  of  which,  as  well  as  a  general 
map,  with  my  journal,  I  have  tranfmitted 
to  the  board  of  trade ;  and  make  no  doubt 
will  be  publifhed  for  the  inftrudion  of 
fuch  as  are  of  your  good  dilpofition.  You 
may  inform  thofe,  who  choofe  to  become 
inhabitants  of  Eaft-Florida,  at  this  favour¬ 
able  jundture  of  its  beginning,  that  the 
firft  comers  will  hare  great  advantages  in 

the 
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the  choice  of  their  land.  There  is  variety 
of  foil  in  Eafi-Florida ;  the  high  lands, 
fome  very  rich,  with  a  clay  foundation ; 
fome  lefs,  with  a  fandy  bottom,  and  fome 
quite  fandy  :  the  firft  and  fecond  produce 
oranges  fweet  and  four,  lemons,  oak,afh,red 
bay,  fpice-tree,  papaw-tree,  and  pine  j  the 
third  fort  of  foil  produces  the  cabbage-tree, 
the  arboreous  grape-vine,  the  plumb-tree, 
and  opuntia,  on  which  the  cochineal  worm 
is  nourilhed. 

The  low  lands  are  partly  cyprefs  and  tu- 
pelow  fwamps,  partly  frefh  water  marfh, 
without  any  tree,  except  cedar,  on  the 
foot  of  the  high  lands ;  partly  falt-water 
marfh,  full  of  the  barilla,  and  the  man¬ 
grove-tree.  There  is  an  inland  navigation 
moftly  thro’  the  whole  province,  by  which 
the  produce  may  be  conveyed  to  the  capes, 
or  to  St.  Mary’s  river  to  the  northward.’ 

Abflrad  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in 

Auguftine,  to  his  friend  in  London. 

*  Sir, 

‘  According  to  your  defire,  I  made  all 
poffible  enquiry  about  the  proper  place  to 
take  up  a  trad:  of  land ;  but  have  not  till 
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lately,  been  able  to  get  fatisfaCtion  on  that 
head.  I  am  informed,  by  a  gentleman 
living  upon  St.  John’s,  that  the  lands  on 
that  river,  below  Piccolata,  are,  in  gene- 
ral,  good ;  and  that  there  is  growing  there 
now,  good  wheat,  Indian  corn,  indigo, 
and  cotton ;  that  the  indigo  promifes  well 
for  a  good  crop ;  and  indeed  there  is  all 
reafbn  to  believe,  that  this  will  exceed 
cither  Carolina  or  Georgia  for  indigo,  as 
our  climate  is  fo  much  lefs  affected  by  the 
froft:  than  theirs.  I  am  farther  informed, 
by  one  of  the  principal  planters  in  Caro¬ 
lina,  who  came  here  to  take  up  land,  that 
above  Piccolata,  for  40  miles  along  the 
river,  is  as  good  fwamp,  or  rice  land,  as 
any  in  Carolina  :  this  gentleman  is  come 
to  live  here,  as  he  finds  Eaft-Florida  much 
healthier  than  South-Carolina,  and  that  it 
is  fo,  is  the  opinion  of  every  body :  agues 
and  fevers  are  diforders  hardly  known 
here.  Some  gentlemen  are  gone  to  the 
fouthwards,  to  a  place  called  Mufquito,  to 
take  up  land,  as  there  is  great  expectation 
of  fugar ;  as  in  that  part  they  never  have 
any  froft,  and  the  foil  naturally  produces 
the  Welt- Indian  plants.  You  will  find 

*  your 
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your  grant  no  inconfiderable  matter,  as  it  has 
all  the  appearance  we  fhall  make  a  figure 
here  in  time,  if  we  are  properly  encouraged 
from  home.  It  is  true,  the  bar  of  Auguf- 
tine  is  a  great  bar  to  our  hopes  j  it  has  a 
dreadful  appearance  to  Grangers,  though 
if  a  velfel  draws  but  eight  or  nine  feet  wa¬ 
ter,  it  may  fafely  come  over. 

It  is  not  expenfive  living  here  5  all  kind 
of  provifion  is  cheaper  here  than  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  houfe-rent  exceflive  cheap,  and 
good  houfes  they  are,  though  built  in  the 
Spanilh  fafhion,  which  is  the  properell  for 
this  country. 


For 
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For  the  gratification  and  inftrudion  of 
fuch  of  my  readers  as  may  be  inclined  to 
petition  for  a  grant,  or  to  take  up  land  in 
Eatl-Horida,  according  to  a  proclamation 
iffued  by  his  excellency  governor  Grant, 
dated,  Odober  i,  1764.  I  have  annexed 
both  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  and  the 
terms  of  the  proclamation. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

EAS  T-FL  O  RIDA. 

‘  By  his  excellency  James  Grant,  Efq; 
captain-general,  governor  and  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  in  and  over  the  faid  pro¬ 
vince,  and  vice-admiral  of  the  fame. 

.  / 

*  WHEREAS  the  king,  by  his  royal 
inftrudtions,  has  commanded  me 
to  ifiue  a  proclamation,  to  make  known 
the  terms  and  conditions,  on  which  all 
perfons  may  obtain  grants  of  lands  in 
the  faid  province ;  I  do,  in  obedience  to 
his  majefty’s  inflrudions,  ilfue  this  my 
proclamation,  and  make  known  to  all  per¬ 
fons,  that  they  may,  on  application  to  me 
in  council,  at  St.  Auguftine,  obtain  grants 

of 


of  lands,  in  the  faid  province  of  Eatt-Flo- 
rida,  in  the  following  quantities,  and  on 
the  following  terms  and  conditions. 

That  ioo  acres  of  land  will  be  granted 
to  every  perfon,  being  matter  or  miftrefs  of 
a  family,  for  him  or  herfelf;  and  50  acres 
for  every  white  or  black  man,  woman,  or 
child,  of  which  fuch  perfon’s  family  {hall 
confift,  at  the  a&ual  time  of  making  the 
grant’:  and  in  cafe  any  perfon  applying  as 
aforefaid,  lhall  be  defirous  to  take  up  a 
larger  quantity  of  land  than  the  family- 
right  entitles  fuch  perfons  to,  upon  {hew¬ 
ing  a  probability  of  cultivation,  an  addi¬ 
tional  number  of  acres,  not  exceeding 
1000,  may  be  obtained,  upon  paying,  to 
the  receiver  of  the  quit-rents,  the  fum  of 
five  {hillings  fterling,  tor  every  50  acres  of 
fuch  additional  grant,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  of  the  faid  grant. 

That  the  quit-rents  of  the  land  granted 
in  this  province,  to  be  one  halfpenny  per 
acre,  payable  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflors,  yearly,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Micha¬ 
el,  which  {hall  happen  two  years  after  the 
date  of  the  grant. 

I 

M  2 


That 
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That  in  all  grants  of  land  to  be  made, 
regard  will  be  had  to  the  profitable  and 
unprofitable  acres  ;  fo  that  each  grantee 
may  have  a  proportionable  number  of  one 
fort  and  the  other;  as  likewife,  that  the 
breadth  of  each  trail  of  land  be  one-third 
of  the  length  of  fuch  tract ;  and  that  the 
length  of  each  trail  do  not  extend  along 
the  banks  of  any  river,  but  in  the  main 
land  ;  and  thereby  the  faid  grantees  may 
have  each  a  convenient  fhare  of  what  ac¬ 
commodation  the  faid  river  may  afford, 
either  for  navigation,  or  otherwife. 

That  all  perfons,  on  fulfilling  the  terms 
of  the  firfl  grant,  may  have  a  further  grant 
of  the  like  quantity  of  lands,  on  the  fame 
terms  and  conditions  aforefaid. 

That  for  every  50  acres  of  plantable 
land,  each  grantee  fliall  be  obliged,  within 
three  years  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  to 
clear  and  work  three  acres,  at  leafl,  on 
that  part  of  the  trail  which  they  fhall 
think  moft  convenient  or  advantageous ; 
or  elfe,  to  drain  or  clear  three  acres  of 
fwampy,  funken  ground ;  or  drain  three 
acres  of  marfh,  if  any  fuch  within  his  or 
her  grant. 


That 
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That  for  every  50  acres  of  land,  .ac¬ 
counted  barren,  every  grantee  (hall  be 
obliged  to  put  on  his  or  her  land,  within 
three  years  after  the  date  of  the  grant, 
three  neat  cattle ;  which  number  every 
perfon  fhall  be  obliged  to  continue  on  their 
lands,  till  three  acres  for  every  fifty  be  fully 

cleared  and  improved. 

That  if  any  perfon  fhall  take  up  a  tradt 

of  land,  wherein  there  fhall  be  no  part  fit 
for  prefent  cultivation,  without  manuring 
and  improving  the  fame,  every  fuch  gran¬ 
tee  fhall  be  obliged,  within  three  years 
from  the  date  of  the  grant,  to  eredt  on 
fome  part  of  the  land,  one  good  dwelling- 
houfe,  at  leaft  20  feet  in  length,  and  16 
in  breadth  ;  and  '  alfo  to  put  on  the  land, 
the  number  of  three  neat  cattle  for  eveiy 
co  acres. 

That  if  any  perfon,  who  fhall  take  up 
any  ftony  or  rocky  grounds,  not  fit  for 
culture  or  pafture,  fhall,  within  three  years 
after  the  pafling  the  grant,  begin  to  em¬ 
ploy  thereon,  and  continue  to  work  for 
three  years  then  next  enfuing,  in  digging 
any  ftone-quarry,  or  other  mine,  one  good 
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hand,  tor  every  100  acres,  it  fhall  be  ac¬ 
counted  a  fufficient  cultivation. 

That  every  three  acres  which  fhall  be 
cleared  and  worked  as  aforefaid,  and  every 
three  acres  which  fhall  be  drained  as  afore- 
laid,  fhall  be  accounted  a  fufficient  featino-, 
planting,  cultivation  and  improvement,  to 
keep  for  ever  from  forfeiture  50  acres  of 
land  in  any  part  contained  within  the  fame 
grant ;  and  the  grantee  fhall  be  at  liberty 
to  withdraw  the  flock,  or  forbear  working 
in  any  quarry  or  mine,  in  proportion  to 
fuch  cultivation  and  improvement  as  fhall 
be  made  on  the  plantable  lands,  or  upon 
the  fwampy  or  funken  grounds, or  marfhes, 
which  fhall  be  included  in  the  fame 
grant. 

'<  That  when  any  perfon  who  fhall  here¬ 
after  take  up  and  patent  any  land,  fhall 
have  feated,  planted,  or  cultivated  and 
improved  the  faid  land,  or  any  part  of  it, 
according  to  the  directions  and  conditions* 
abovementioned,  fuch  patentee  may  make 
proof  of  fuch  feating,  planting,  and  culti¬ 
vation  or  improvements,  in  any  court  of 
record  in  the  faid  province,  or  in  the  court 
of  the  country,  dill  rid,  or  precind,  where 

1  -  fuch 
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fuch  lands  fhall  be,  and  have  fuch  proofs 
certified  to  the  regifter  and  office,  and  there 
entered  with  the  record  of  the  faid  patent; 
a  copy  of  which  fhall  be  admitted  on  any 
trial,  to  prove  the  feating  and  planting  fuch 
lands.’ 

At  the  court  of  St.  James’s. 

«  117"  Hereas  the  lords  commiffioners  for 
V  V  trade  and  plantations  have  reprefent- 
ed  to  his  majefty,  at  this  board,  that  appli¬ 
cation  has  been  made  to  them,  by  ,  pray¬ 
ing  for  a  grant  of  lands  in  his  majefty’s  pro¬ 
vince  of  Eaft-Florida,  in  order  to  make  a 
fettlement  thereupon,  his  majefty,  this 
dav,  took  the  fame  into  confideration ;  and 

j 

having  received  the  opinion  of  the  lords 
commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations, 
and  alfo  of  a  committee  of  the  lords  of  his 
majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy-council 
thereupon,  is  hereby  pleafed,  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  privy-council,  to  order,  that 
the  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of 
his  majefty’s  province  of  Eaft-Florida,  for 
the  time  being,  do  caufe  acres  of 

land  to  be  furveyed,  in  one  contiguous 
traft,  in  fuch  part  of  the  faid  province  as 

the 


/ 
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the  faid  ,  or  his  attorney,  fhall 

choofe,  not  already  granted,  or  furveyed  to 
others  j  and  upon  return  of  fuch  furvey, 
conformable  to  his  majefty’s  diredions  in 
general  inftrudions,  to  pafs  a  grant  for  the 
fame  to  the  faid  ,  under  the  leal 

of  the  faid  province,  upon  the  following 
terms,  conditions  and  refervations,  viz. 

That  the  grantee  do  fettle  the  lands 
with  proteftant  white  inhabitants,  within 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  perfon  for  every 
too  acres. 

That  if  one  third  of  the  land  is  not  fet¬ 
tled  with  white  proteftant  inhabitants  in 
the  abovementioned  proportion,  within 
three  years  from  the  date  of  the  grant,  the 
whole  to  be  forfeited  to  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  or  fucceflors. 

That  fuch  part  of  the  whole  trad:  as  is 
not  fettled  with  white  proteftant  inhabi¬ 
tants  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  the  grant,  to  revert  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflors. 

That  an  annual  quit-rent  of  one  half¬ 
penny,  fterling,  per  acre,  be  referved  to 
his  majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflors,  pay¬ 
able 
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able  on  the  fe aft  of  St.  Michael,  in  every 
year,  to  commence,  and  become  payable^ 
upon  one  half  of  the  faid  land,  on  the  faid 
feaft  of  St.  Michael,  which  fhall  firft  hap¬ 
pen  after  the  expiration  of  five  years,  from 
the  date  of  the  grant ,  and  Jbe  pavabfe 
on  every  enfuing  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  or 
within  fourteen  days  after;  and  the  whole 
quantity  to  be  fubjed  in  like  manner  to 

the  like  quit-rent,  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
years. 

That  there  be  a  refervation  in  the  faid 
grant  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  of  all  thofe  parts  of  the  land,  which 
the  furveyor  fhall,  upon  the  return  of  the 
furvey,  report  to  be  proper  for  erefting 
fortifications,  public  wharfs,  naval  vards 
or  for  other  military  purpofes.  7 

That  there  be  a  refervation  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  of  all  mines 
of  gold,  filver,  copper,  lead,  and  coals. 

That  any  part  of  the  land  which  fhall ' 
appear,  by  the  furveyor’s  report,  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp  or  flax,  it 
fhall  be  a  condition  of  the  grant,  that  the 
grantee  fhall  fow,  and  continue  annually 
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to  cultivate  a  due  proportion  of  the  land, 
not  lefs  than  one  acre  in  every  1000,  with 
that  beneficial  article  of  produce.  n 
the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  oi  his 
maiefty’s  province  of  Eaft-Florida,  for  t  e 
time  being,  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  are  required  to  carry  his  maje  y 
commands,  hereby  fignified,  into  execu¬ 
tion. 


F  1  N  I 8* 
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J  O  U  R  N  A  L, 

kept  by 

John  Bartramo/*  Philadelphia, 

Botanist  to  His  MAJESTY 

FOR 

The  F  L  O  R  I  D  a  S; 

UPON 

A  Journey  from  St.  Augustine  up  the 

River  St.  J  o  h  n’s. 

\ 

With  Explanatory  NOTES. 

v 


JOURNAL,  &c. 


December  the  19th,  1765,  fet 

out  from  St.  Auguftine  early  in 
the  morning,  which  was  frofty, 
the  ground  being  covered  with  a  white 
hoar  froft.  We  travelled  to  Greenwood’s 
houfe,  where  we  lodged,  the  roads  were 
very  wet,  by  reafon.  of  much  rain  that 
lately  fell ;  here  I  obferved  very  large  oaks, 
magnolias,  liquid  amber a,  near  ioo  foot 
high,  and  guilandina  b  30  ;  thefe  grew  on 
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a  Liquidamber,  Styraciflua.  Lin.  Spec.  1418.  American 
gum-ftorax-tree,  with  a  maple-leaf,  called  alfo  fweet-gum.— 
Monardes,  in  his  hiftory  of  Mexico,  calls  this  tree  by  the 
name  of  liquidamber,  where  he  fays  it  grows  to  a  vail  height  \ 
and  that  upon  wounding  its  thick  fpongy  bark,  the  balfam 
flows  out,  of,the  fame  fcent  with  ilorax.  See  Cafp.  4.  Bauh.Pin. 
p.  502.  This  tree  grows  not  only  in  Mexico,  but  in  the 
greatell  part  of  North- America  from  the  Floridas  to  New- 
York  ;  it  yields  its  valuable  balfam  in  proportion  to  the  heat 
of  the  climate  it  grows  in.  Some  excellent  lpecimens  of  it 
have  been  collected  in  Georgia  lately. 

b  Guilandina  dioica,  Linn.  Spec.  546.  Bonduc  or  Nickar- 
Nut.— We  have  two  kinds  of  this  genus  in  the  Weft-lndia 
Iflands,  that  are  climbing  plants ;  one  of  them  is  thorny,  and 
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a-  high  bluff  8  or  io  foot  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  river,  which  rifes  here  1 8  inches 
at  high  water,  and  in  dry  feafons  is  fome- 
times  brackifh,  but  in  wet  is  drinkable  to 
the  Cow-ford,  which  is  12  miles  below 
this,  and  about  24.  from  its  mouth. 

20th.  Set  out  for  Robert  Davis’s,  whofe 
fon  the  Governor  had  ordered  to  take  us  up 
to  fearch  for  the  head  of  the  river  St. 
John’s ;  and  having  neceffaries  provided,. 
I,  my  fon  William,  Mr.  Yates,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  embarked  in  a  b&ttoe ;  Mr.  Davis 
was  not  only  to  conduct  us,  but  alfo  to 
hunt  venifon  for  us,  being  a  good  hunter, 
and  his  Negro  was  to  row  and  cook  for  us 
all,  the  Governor  bearing  our  expences. 

2 1  ft.  Thermometer  74  P.  M.  The 
wind  blew  from  the  fouth  right  againft 
us,  fo  ftrong  that  we  could  not  advance ; 
fb  ftaid  at  Mr.  Davis’s,  who  walked  with 
us  about  his  land,  on  which.grew  very  large 
evergreen,  and  water  oaks,  magnolia,  li¬ 
quid 

bears  pods  with  found  grey  feeds  like  marbles ;  the  other  has 
no  thorns,  and  bears  yellow  feeds  of  the  fame  fize  with  the 
former,  and  are  likewife  ufed  by  children  to  play  with.  The 
one  mentioned  here,  may  be  the  fame  that  Monf.  du  Hamel 
of  Paris  lays  grows  wild  in  Canada,  and  is  male  and  female 
in  different  plants.  This  tree  is  very  hardy  in  refped  to  cold, 
and  efteemed  one  of  the  rare  ft  and  molt  elegant  hardy  trees  in 
the  Englifh  gardens,  growing  ered  with  large  double  pinnated, 
leaves. 


quid  amber,  red  bay  c  2  toot  in  diameter 
and  100  high,  and  fome  curpaus  fhrubs 
and  plants  we  never  obferved  before,  with 
orange-trees  amongft  them,  large  zan- 
thoxylum  d,  and  purple-berried  bay c. 

22d.  Thermometer  70,  wind  S.  W. 
Cleared  up,  and  we  fet  out  from  Mi.  Da¬ 
vis’s  ;  but  the  wind  turning  fouth  again 
and  blowing  hard  againft  us,  we  rowed 
but  a  few  miles,  then  landed  and  walked 
on  Ihore,  found  a  pretty  evergreen,  which 
produces  nuts  or  ftones  as  big  as  acoins, 
and  good  to  eat,  and  perhaps  may  be  im¬ 
proved  bv  culture  to  be  near  as  good  as 
almondsy  it  bears  plentifully,  grows  8  or 

10  foot  high,  the  people  call  them  wild 

gq  limes. 


c  Laurus  Borbonia.  Linn.  Spec.  529,  Red-Bay  .—-This  tree 
makes  excellent  timber  for  the  cabinet-makers,  and  is  very  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  to  mohogany  ;  fome  trees  of  this  kind  are  10  clole- 
erained,  that  they  are  not  to  be  diflinguilhed  from  the  belt 
mohogany.  They  grow  much  larger  near  the  iea-coalt  than 
in  the  inner  parts,  and  will  foon  become  a  oeneficial  aiucie 

of  trade. 

d  Zanthoxylon,  Clava  Hercuhs,  Linn.  Spec.  1455, 
Tooth-ach-tree. — Dr.  Linnaeus  obferves,  that  this  is  the 
fame  fpecies  that  grows  in  Japon,  and  is  called  there  beo 
and  Sansjo,  or  Japon-pepper,  where  they  ufe  it  to  feafon 
their  food,  as  we  do  pepper  and  ginger.  Yid.  Ksempfer  s  Amce- 
*  nitates,  p.  892.  Befides  this,  the  wood  will  afford  a  yellow  dye. 

e  The  Purple-berried  Bay,  is  called  by  Catefby  a  Li~ 
guftrum  or  Evergreen  Privet;  but  Dr.  Solander,  who  has 
diffeaed  many  fpecimens  of  it,  both  with  blolloms  and  fruit 
on  them,  fays  it  is  a  fpecies  of  olive  :  it  is  a  beautiful  ever¬ 
green-tree,  with  oppoftte  lanceolated  leaves,  as  long  as  thofe 

of  the  Red-bay. 
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limes,  for  this  fhrub  much  refembles  that 
tree;  here  grew  chinquapins,  the  mid- 
dhng  ground  being  generally  300  yards 
broad  to  the  higher  land,  fome  little 
fwamps  bordering  the  fmall  rivulets;  we 
encamped,  faw  a  large  alligator:  The 
fliores  of  the  river/are  generally  very  fhoal 
for  above  100  miles,  at  50  yards  diftance 
more  or  lefs  from  the  banks,  the  lowiih  or 
middle  ground  between  the  fwamp  and 
pine  land  is  generally  fand  mixed  with 
black  mould,  formed  from  the  rotting  of 
the  fallen  leaves  from  the  thick  brulh  and 
tall  trees,  which  generally  grow  plentifully 
in  this  kind  of  ground ;  the  palmettos 
Jikewife  grow  pretty  plentifully  between 
thefe  middle  grounds  and  pine  lands. 

23d.  Cold  morning,  thermometer  32, 
wind  N.  W.  arrived  and  lodged  at  PN 
colata, 

24th,  Cold  morning,  thermometer  50, 
wind  N.  W\  Slowed  pretty  frefh,  but 
ceafed  towards  night ;  landed,  and  Mr. 
Pavis  { hot  a  dee;*  and  his  Negro  a  turkey. 

I  and  my  fon  walked  in  the  woods  to  ob- 
ferye  the  foil  and  plants,  with  a  man  that 
went  to  fell  tome  trees  for  honey;  he  fel¬ 
led  one  that  contained  only  fome  yellow  41 

wafps,  * 
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wafps,  that  had  taken  up  their  winter- 
quarters  in  a  pine-tree ;  we  then  walked 
to  another  hollow  tree,  wherein  was  a 
fwarm  of  bees  and  fome  honey ;  but  both 
the  white  people  and  Indians  often  meet 
with  fuch  good  fuccefs,  as  to  find  great 
quantities  of  honey  •  and  wax,  even  ten 
gallons,  more  or  lei's,  out  of  one  tree  ;  the 
Indians  eat  much  of  it  with  their  venifon 
and  four  oranges,  of  which  they  cut  off 
one  end,  then  pour  the  honey  into  the 
pulp,  and  fcoup  both  out  as  a  relifhing 
morfel.  We  then  foon  croffed  the  river 
to  a  point  where  we  lodged,  and  faw  many 
rocks  of  congealed  fnail  and  mufcle-fhells ; 
here  was  a  patch  of  good  fvvamp,  but  the 
pine-lands  approached  near  the  river,  and 
generally  a  perch  or  more  of  palmetto- 
ground,  gently  rifing  between  the  fwamp 
;  and  pine-land. 

25th.  Cool  hazy  morning,  thermome¬ 
ter  46  in  the  open  air,  (in  which  all  my 
thermometrical  obfervations  up  the  river 
are  taken).  After  feveral  miles  by  choice 
fwamps  near  the  river,  we  landed  at  a 
point  of  high  ground,  which  has  been  an 
ancient  plantation  of  Indians  or  Spaniards  ; 
many  live  oak-trees  grew  upon  it  near  two 

foot 
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foot  diameter,  and  plenty  of  oranges ;  the 

foil  was  fandy  but  pretty  good ;  we  walked 
back  from  the  river,  the  ground  rifing 
gradually  from  the  fwamp  on  the  right- 
hand,  where  grows  fmall  evergreen-oaks, 
hiccory,  chinquapins,  and  great  magnolia, 
and  in  the  fwamp  grows  the  fwamp  or 
northern  kind  18  inches  diameter,  and  60 
foot  high,  liquid-amber  and  red-maple 
3  foot  diameter,  elm,  afh,  and  bays;  the 
plants  were  mod  forts  of  the  northern  ferns, 
faururus f ,  iris,  pancratium,  large  long 
flowering  convolvolus  running  20  foot 
high,  chenopodium  as  high,  and  4  inches 
diameter,  pontederia  and  dracontium. 
Cloudy  cool  day,  arrived  at  fquire  Roll’s, 
a  bluff  point  17  foot  high,  more  or  lets, 
of  which  5  foot  is  compofed  of  inail  and 
mufcle-ihells,  mixed  with  black  mould  or 
rotten  vegetables,  intermixed  with  land, 
20  paces  diftant  from  tne  moie,  and  di- 
m  ini  (king  all  the  way  to  the  yellow  foil, 
on  which  grows  large  evergreen-oaks, 

ever- 


f  Saururus  cernuus,  L;nr,.  Spec.  4^9-  L>zal</  s  a 

creeping  plant  with  heart-lhaped  leaves.  ^‘ulcl.hi  ':ilr  .cal°" 
linianum,  Linn.  Spec.  418.  Carolina  lea-daffod,  -Ins  m 
Enolilh,  flower-de-luce.— Convolvulus,  in  F.nglifh,  bind- 
weed.— -Chenopodium,  in  Englifti,  gcole-foot.-Pontedena 
a  water-plant,  with  arrow  headed  leaves,  ana  a  Ipikc  01 

blue  flowers. 
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/ 

evergreen-fhrub-oaks,  where  the  pine- 
lands  begin  at  50  yards  from  the  river  • 
This  Haell-blufF  is  300  yards  more  or  lefs 
along  the  river’s  bank,  gradually  defcend- 
ing  each  way  to  a  little  fwamp,.  round  the 
head  of  which  the  pine-lands  continue 
down  the  river  a  good  way,  and  a  little 
way  up  it ;  the  bluff  feems  all  foil  and 
shells,  but  back  near  the  Savanna’s  is  found 
fome  clay  •,  there  is  a  fmall  Spanifh  in- 
trenchment  on  the  bluff  about  20  paces 
i'quare,  and  pieces  of  Indian  pots ;  the 
river  is  very  deep  near  the  bluff,  tho’  there 
is  a  great  barr  oppolite  to  the  town,  and  a 
very  rich  extenhve  fwamp. 

26th.  Thermometer  temperate,  fine  day, 
wind  fouth.  Excellent  fwamps  on  both 
fides  of  the  river,  fome  2  or  3  miles  deep ; 
landed  on  Dunn’s  Eland  on  a  laree  fnail 

o 

fhell  ridge,  the  adjacent  fwamp  excellent, 
and  the  middle  ground  rich  for  corn,  tur¬ 
keys,  and  alligators  plenty,  faw  a  middling 
fized  Indian  tumulus,  20  yards  diameter 
and  6  or  8  foot  high  ;  arrived  foon  at  Spald¬ 
ing’s  Lower-ftore,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
river,  37  miles  from  Picolata  and  50  from 
Latchaway,  an  inland  Indian  town,  near 


[  8  ] 

the  way  pine-land  and  palmetto-ground : 
It  is  generally  affirmed,  that  the  foil  at 
Latchaway  is  excellent  and  produceth  good 
corn  and  rich  pafture ;  we  encamped  on  a 
bluff  in  the  pine-land,  over-againft  a  rich 
little  illand. 

27th.  Thermometer  50,  fine  morning. 
Set  out  from  the  Store,  and  about  5  miles 
above,  landed  on  a  high  bluff,  on  the  eaft- 
fide  of  the  river  at  Johnfon’s  Spring,  a  run 
of  clear  and  fweet  water,  then  travelled 
on  foot  along  thick  woody  but  loamy 
ground,  looking  rich  on  the  furface  by 
reafon  of  the  continual  falling  leaves,  and 
by  the  conftant  evergreen  ffiade  rotting  to 
,  foil,  as  the  fun  never  fhines  on  the  ground 
ftrong  enough  to  exhale  their  virtue  before 
their  diifolution,  as  under  deciduous  trees  : 
We  eroded  feveral  fmall  rivulets  of  clear 
fweet  water,  and  as  many  narrow  moift 
fwamps ;  ’tis  diverting  to  obferve  the 
monftrous  grape  -  vines,  S  inches  in 
diameter,  running  up  the  oaks  6  foot 
in  diameter,  iwamp  magnolia  70  foot 
high  ftraight,  and  a  toot  diameter,  the 
great  magnolia  very  large,  liquid-am¬ 
ber,  white  fwamp  and  live  oaks,  chin- 

qua- 
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quapines  *  and  clufter-cherry  h  .all  ot  an 
uncommon  ftze,  mixed  with  orange-trees, 
either  full  of  fruit  or  fcattered  on  the 
oround,  where  the  fun  can  hardly  dune 
for  the  green  leaves  at  Chriftmas,  and  all 
in  a  mafs  of  white  or  yellow  toil  1 6  foot 
more  or  lefs  above  the  furface  of  the  river. 
We  came  down  a  fteep  hill  20  foot  nigh 
and  about  4  or  500  yards  from  the  river, 
under  the  foot  of  which  iflued  out  a  large 
fountain  (big  enough  to  turn  a  mill)  of 
warm  clear  water  of  a  very  often  five  tafte, 
and  fmelt  like  bilge-water,  or  the  walkings 
of  a  gun-barrel ;  the  fediment  that  adhered 
to  the  trees  fallen  therein,  looked  of  a 
pale  white  or  bluilh  call,  like  milk  and 
water  mixed  :  VVe  then  crofted  the  fwamp, 
and  afcended  and  aefcended  two  hills  and 
narrow  lwamps  more ;  at  the  loot  of  the 

C  laid 


g  Tagus  Pumila,  Linn.  Spec.  1416,  Dwarf  chefnat  called 
Chinquaoin.— This  tree  grows  about  lo  om  feet  high,  and 
produces* a  great  quantity  of  (mall  round  nuts,  exceeding  the 
common  chefnuts  greatly  in  the  fweetnefs  of  their  tafte 

h  Pranas  Virgimana,  Linn.  Spec.  677,  &  3d.  Ladas  o 
Miller’s  Didionary,  American  Bird-cherry  or  Llufter-cherry 
The  wood  of  this  tree  is  much  efteemed  by  the  Cabiret- 
makers;  it  preferves  its  leaves  the  longeft  of  any  of  the  de¬ 
ciduous  trees.  There  is  an  evergreen  fort  of  this  Bird  or 
Clufter-cherrji,  which  grows  about  30  feet  high  in  S  Caro,  in  a, 
and  from  the  beauty  of  its  evergreen  {tuning  leaves  is  ca.led 
the  Mock-orange  ;  the  fruit  of  this  fteeped  in  brandy  makes 
a  fine  flavoured  ratafie.  This  is  the  6th  Padus  of  Mulct  s 
Pi&ionary. 
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laft  xirued  out  another  warm  fpringof  clear 
water  like  the  other,  but  not  fb  large. 

Then  travelling  alternately  over  hills  and 
fwamps,  in  all  about  3  or  4  miles,  came 
to  a  great  cove,  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  river,  out  of  the  head  of  which 
arofe  a  prodigious  large  fountain  of  clear 
water  of  loathfome  fade,  like  the  other 
two  beforemen  tioned;  it  diredtly  formed  a 
large  deep  creek  40  or  50  yafos  wide  to 
the  rivei,  and  deep  enough  for  a  large  boat 
to  fwim  loaded  to  its  head,  which  boils  up 
near  8  foot  deep  from  under  the  fhelly 
rocksj  ’tis  full  of  large  foil,  as  cats,  garr, 
mullets,  and  feveral  other  kinds,  and 
plenty  of  alligators  .—Lodged  at  Johnfon’s 
Blufr,  where  for  a  mile  the  Tandy  pine-bar¬ 
ren  comes  clofe  or  near  the  (bore,  and  here 
grew  plenty  of  what  is  called  wild-limes, 
which  /hows  that  they  will  grow  in  poor 
fed  tho’  chiefly  in  rich. 


20th.  oet  out  from  Johnfon’s  Bluff; 
i,Joo7  morning,  wind  N.  E.  thermometer 
■>6-  Came  in  a  few  miles  to  Mount  Hope, 
at  tiie  entrance  of  a  little  lake,  the  eaft  and 
fouth-fide  of  which  is  pine-land  reaching 
to  Johnfon  s  Bind,  except  a  point  of  good 
fwarnp :  Mount.  Hope  is  50  yards  'long 

and 
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and  30  wide,  near  20  foot  high,  composed 
all  of  frefh  water  fnail  and  mufcle-fhells 
of  various  dimenfions,  tne  fmall  ones 
drove  into  the  large,  and  the  broken  and 
powdered  ones  into  tne  mterftices  of  both  j 
thefe  are  very  fertile  foils  as  far  as  the  fhells 
reach,  and  if  not  the  only,  yet  the  com¬ 
mon  planting  grounds  of  the  former  Flori¬ 
da  Indians,  as  is  proved  by  the  numerous 
pieces  of  broken  Indian  pots  fcattered  all 
over  all  thefe  fhelly  bluffs,  and  the  vefti- 
gies  of  the  corn  hills  ftill  remaining,  alt  ho' 
many  pretty  large  live  oaks,  red -cedars 
and  palms  now  grow  upon  them  ;  the  weft 
wind  hath  a  long  and  full  ftroke  againft 
this. mount,  which  perhaps  railed  it  to 
that  height :  Saw  many  alligators,  and 
killed  one ;  ’tis  certain  that  both  jaws  open 
by  a  joint  nearly  alike  to  both  :  Here  and 
near  the  river’s  bank  grows  the  fhort-pod- 
ed  gleditfia1,  elm  and  black-alh,  with 
moft  of  the  South-Carolina  plants  :  Land- 

C  2  ed 

1  Gleditfia,  I, inn.  Spec.  iijoo,  Three-tborn’d  Acacia  or 
Honey-locuft.  This  tree  with  its  elegant  leaves  grows  up  to 
a  large  lize,  and  is  faid  to  make  excellent  timber.  1  nere  is 
a  very  large  one  of  this  kind  in  the  Bilhop  ol  London  s  gar¬ 
den  at  Fulham. — There  is  another  fpecies  o!  this,  with  Imall 
thin  oval  pods,  inclofmg  only  one  feed,  called  by  Mr.  Catef- 
by  Water-acacia,  on  account  ol  its  growing  in  moift  places, 
which  alfo  comes  to  very  good  timber,  and  is  mentioned  here 
by  Mr.  Bartram, 
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ed  at  Mount-Royal,  where  there  are  co 
acres  of  cleared  old  fields,  fine  oranges 
in  the  woods,  and  a  fine  fpring  ilfuing  out 
above  a  mile  from  the  river,  making  a 
fiream  big  enough  to  turn  a  mill,  on  the 
back  of  which  the  pine-lands  begin  ;  the 
bank  and  for  50  yards  back  is  compofed  of 
fandy  foil  mixed  with  fnail-fhells,  which  for 
a  foot  or  more  thick  is  indurated  to  a  foft 
rock,  from  which  a  fine  fouth  profpedt 
opens  to  the  great  lake  (the  river  here  is 
above  half  a  mile  wide)  near  the  entrance 
of  which  is  a  large  iiland  ;  we  encamped 
on  the  eafl-fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the 
ifland,  from  whence  we  heard  a  bear  roar¬ 
ing  in  the  night;  we  lay  on  a  low  bluff 
of  fnail-fhells,  amongft  plenty  of  bitter- 
fweet  oranges  next  in  goodnefs  to  the 
China,  and  here  the  woods  are  full  of 
th  em  ;  we  walked  back  over  a  dry  kind 
of  rich  fwamp  full  of  fhells  mixed  with 
black  tenacious  mud,  under  which  is  a 
white  tenacious  clay  or  marl,  and  in  about 
400  yards  came  to  rifing  ground,  pretty 
rich,  and  good  corn  land,  then  to  palmetto 
yet  blackifh  foil,  then  to  whitifh,  in  which 
grew  pines,  then  favannahs  and  ponds, 

which  are  interfperfed  generally  in  the 

pine- 
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pine-lands  in  raoft  part  of  the  fouthern 
provinces,  together  with  the  cypreis k  and 
bay-fwamps,  and  have  foi  the  moft  part 
good  feeding  round  their  borders,  this 
rich  fwamp  terminated  at  the  bend  of  the 
river  where  the  pine-land  leaches  dole  to 
its  banks;  fo  that  the  banks  of  this  fine 
river  are  a  continual  alternate  change  of 
pine-land,  bluffs,  cyprefs,  fwamps,  marfhes, 
and  rich  afh,  and  maple-fwamps,  the 
hammocks  of  live-oaks  and  palmettos1  aie 
generally  furrounded  either  with  fwamp  or 
marfh  ;  fometimes  the  deep  rich  fwamps 
are  2  or  3  miles  deep  from  the  river  to  the 
pines,  and  reacheth  along  the  river  from 
one  mile  to  4,  5  or  6  at  uncertain  depths  : 
Thefe  fwamps  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft 
rice-grounds,  as  neither  the  dry  weather 

nor 

k  Cupreffus-difticha,  Linn.  Spec.  1422.  Deciduous  Swamp 
Cyprefs  or  Bald-cvprefs. — This  moft  ufeful  tree  grows  ingreat 
plenty  in  many  of  the  fwamps,  and  grows  to  fuch  an  ama¬ 
zing  lize,  that  boats  or  pettiaugres,  capable  of  carrying  a  con- 
fiderable  burthen,  are  formed  from  the  trunks  of  {ingle  trees ; 
from  the  cones  of  this  tree  iflues  a  moft  fragrant  balfam  like 
balfam  Tolu. 

1  Chamaerops  humilis,  Linn.  Spec.  1657, — Dwarf-palmetta., 
This  Dwarf-palm  grows  on  the  fea-coall,  from  the  capes  of 
Florida  up  to  Charles-town  in  South-carolma,  and  bears 
bunches  of  berries  fomething  larger  than  black  currants : 
Thefe  contain  round  horny  feeds,  which  are  of  the  ftze  of 
fmall  peas,  and  are  covered  with  a  thin  pulp,  which  the  In¬ 
dians  ufe  as  food.  The  leaves  furnilh  them  with  thatch,  and 
the  foil  where  they  grow  is  judged  to  be  a  middling  kind  be¬ 
tween  the  fand  and  the  fwamps. 
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nor  wet  can  hurt  them  fo  much  as  where 
there  is  no  water  in  dry  times,  and  in  wet 
theie  is  too  much,  for  this  is  rarely  over¬ 
flowed  but  in  fpring-tides,  and  thefe  will 
always  keep  them  wet  enough  in  the 
dryeft  lealons,  elpeciaily  below  the  great 
lake. 

29th.  Foggy  morning ;  thermometer 
52.  Landed  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
lake,  which  hath  a  full  ftroke  with  a  fouth- 
wind ;  the  rock  is  all  compofed  of  fnail 
and  mufcle-ihells,  hard  enough  to  build 
with  about  4  foot  thick,  and  will  fplit 
horizontally ;  fome  parts  look  like  *lime- 
ftorte,  but  whether  for  want  of  fait  that 
abounds  in  fea-fbells  they  will  make  fuch 
llrong  lime  I  cannot  fay.  Thermometer 
72.  P.  M.  Filh  jumping  continually;  we 
encamped  on  a  rocky  point  near  a  fine 
fwamp  of  25  acres,  then  a  marfh  of  20, 
near  the  end  of  an  ifland  on  which  fome 
pines  grew,  then  a  great  rich  fwamp 
round  the  cove ;  a  very  rainy  night  wel¬ 
comed  us. 

30th.  Rainy  warm  morning;  thermo¬ 
meter  64.  Set  out  and  came  to  a  point  of 
piney  land,  but  between  it  and  the  com¬ 
mon  fall  ground  is  a  great  fwamp,  which 

con- 


\  \ 
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continues  a  great  part  of  the  cove  to  the 


mouth  of  the  river,  except  a  few  piney 
points :  We  landed  at  the  neck,  which  is 
about  8  foot  above  the  water,  the  upper 
ftrata  was  2  or  3  toot  of  white  fand  covered 
with  a  thin  coat  of  black-coloured  with 
diiiblved  rptton  leaves  of  the  kahnia  m 
vaccinnun  ",  dwarr-myrtle  °,  andromeda 
palmetto,  pines,  and  other  evergreens 
which  tho’  always  green,  yet  are  moftly 
fhedding  their  former  year’s  leaves,  but  next 
the  water  was  a  hard  blackifh  fand  like  a 
fort  ft  one,  which  tho’  it  will  crumble  be¬ 
twixt  the  thumb  and  fingers,  yet  is  almoft: 
impenetrable  to  water.  Thermometer  72. 
P.  M.  Arrived  at  the  head  of  the  great 
lake  20  or  more  miles  long,  one  and  a  half 
fathom  deep,  and  12  miles  wide,  as  it  is 
commonly  reckoned  :  We  landed  on  a  fine 


fhelly  bluff  10  foot  above  the  water;  here 


grows 

fl°Wing  bearin'* 


off  the  wax. 


and  boiling  the  berries,  and  when  the 


h  only  the  trouble  of  colleftinf 
when  the  water  is  cold  taking 

many  Ihrubs  of  this  genus  now 


[  16  ] 

grows  red-cedar,  live-oak,  great  palmetto, 
and  good  oranges,  behind  which  is  a  high 
rich  clear  marfh  producing  grafs  as  high 
as  one’s  head,  reaching  to  the  pine-lands, 
and  the  cove  of  the  great  lake,  whicn  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  extent  of  the  real 
tides  flowing ;  but  a  ftrong  north-wind 
will  force  the  water  of  the  lake  many 
miles  up  the  river,  and  the  floods  above 
coming  down  after  great  rains  fwell  the 
river  fo  as  to  overflow  its  banks  and  cover 

a  vaft  body  of  reedy  maifh. 

31ft.  Cool  morning;  thermometer  56. 

wind  N.  Set  out,  and  in  half  a  mile  came 

to  a  middling  creek  2  fathom  deep,  and 

from  50  to  100  yards  wide,  a  rich  ifland 

on  the  fouth-flde  hard  enough  for  a  horfe 

to  walk  upon,  and  pretty  full  of  wood,  as 

maple  and  afh  ;  on  the  north-hae  is  a  great 

extent  of  clear  marlh,  producing  tall  grafl. 

towards  the  head'of  the  creek-branches  on 

both  fides  in  the  marfh,  many  of  which 

branches  head  in  a  great  cyprels  fwamp, 

in  the  pine-barrens  and  in  the  adjacent 

marfhes :  We  rowed  or  fet  the  battoe  as 

far  as  fhe  could*  fwim,  then  came  back  to 

the  river,  which  is  lined  on  both  fides  with 

very  rich  hard  fwamps,  2  or  3  miles  long, 
J  ^  and 
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and  near  one  broad  more  or  lefs,  produ¬ 
cing  good  grafs  :  It  is  remarkable  that  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river  into  the  great 
lake  there  floats  prodigious  quantities  or 
the  piftia  q,  which  grows  in  great  plenty 
moft  of  the  way  from  hence  to  the  head 
of  the  river,  and  is  continually  driving 
down  with  the  current,  and  great  quanti-  , 
ties  lodged  all  along  the  exterifive  flaores 
of  this  river  and  its  illands,  where  it  is 
entangled  with  a  large  fpecies  of  water- 
numularia,  perficaria,  watei  *gt  afs,  and 
faxifrage,  all  which  fend  down  very  long 
fibrous  roots  deep  into  the  water  by  which 
they  are  nourifhed,  growing  all  matted  to¬ 
gether  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  flop  up  the 
mouth  of  a  large  creek,  fo  that  a  boat  can 
hardly  be  pufhed  through  them,  tho’  in 
a.  foot  water ;  thefe  by  florins  are  broke 
from  their  natural  beds  and  float  down  the 
river  in  great  patches,  the  roots  ftriking 
deep,  often  touch  the  muddy  bottom, 
and  there  anchor  and  fallen,  and  ate  wady 
to  catch  and  entangle  thofe  that  drive  down 

'  D  upon 

<i  Piftia  Stratiotes,  Linn.  Spec.  1365.  A  Water-plant  like 
the  Water-foldier  or  Water- houfe -leek  —Sir  Hans  Sloane 
has  given  us  a  figure  of  this  plant  in  his  hiftory  of  Janvuca, 
Vol.  I.  Tab.  2.  Fig.  2.  and  fays  it  is  ufed  for  the  lame 
difeafes  as  Plantain,  either  outwardly  or  inwardly,  in  juice, 
or  the  powder  to  a  drachm. 


I 
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po  them  and  all  together  gather  mud, 

by  the  daily  accumulation  of  which  thee 

are  formed  into  iflands  which  are  very  nu 

merous  in  this  river,  and  are  much  en- 

•  aiged  by  thefe  plants  fixing  on  their 

ihoies.  Vve  now  came  to  plenty  of  the 

tree  palmetto,  which  the  inhabitants  call 

cao cage- tree  f,  and  is  much  eaten  both 
raw  and  boiled. 

.  jAN,UARY  the  1766.  Hazy  morn- 
mg,  thermometer  52.  Set  out  from  Spald- 

mg’s  Upper-ftore,  about  50  miles  above 
toe  Lower ;  the  river  here  is  200  yards 
oroad,  and  9  foot  deep  in  the  channel  ;  in 
rong  continued  rains  it  hath  been  known 
to  rife  here  3  foot  perpendicular  ;  no  tides 
from  the  fea  reach  here.  Thermometer 
72.  P.  M.  Landed  at  a  high  fhelly  bluff, 
where  thoufands  of  orange-trees  furround- 
ed  us,  with  red-cedars  and  live-oaks,  be¬ 
yond  which  is  a  rich  fwamp  and  marfli, 

then  - 

r_  t  atria  akiffima,  fruflu  pr'uniformi,  &c.  Sloane  Hid  T? 

'  Cabbatre  'tP'  7’  ^'C‘  1  he  Pa,m  called  the 

caobage-nee.— It  appears  from  this  Palm  orowim?  here 

he  WelthK’h  tlVe  °fathe  WelWndies*>  that  many  others  of 

rich,  wkhwhirtfr  mZ:l  bC  CUhiVateHd’/r0m  ;he 

forepipesdeto  a',d  t!»e  i0ng  tronks  of'this  Pa'lnfferre  very  wdl 
two  ni'i!  *  cO'Uey  v/ater  under-ground,  arid  when  fplit  in 

from  ,  cfint  T2  troughs  or  conduits  to  convey  water 
ilom  t0  place  above-ground 
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then  pine-land ;  landed  again  at  a  point 
on  the  north-fide  of  a  great  cove  on  the 

eaft  lake  where  we  lodged. 

2d.  White  froft  on  the  boat ;  thermo¬ 
meter  35^  Set  out  to  view  the  cove,  which 
was  furrounded  with  extenfive  marihes  on 
the  fouth-fide,  on  the  eaft  and  weft  with 
marihes,  feveral  hundred  yards  wide,  then 
a  narrow  cyprefs-fwamp  joined  to  the 
common  pine-land  ;  we  came  again  into 
the  river  80  yarns  broad,  which  inn  at 
firft  a  fouth  courfe,  tnen  bended  eaft  for 
feveral  miles:  We  faw  very  extenfive 
marihes  on  each  iide  ^wiih  ievcial  .hoit 
cyprefs-trees  and  maple-hammocks  inter- 
fperfed)  until  we  came  to  a  pond  on  the 
fouth,  foon  after  which  we  landed  and 
climbed  up  a  tree,  from  which  we  had  a 
profpeft  of  the  lake  lying  N.  W.  with 
an  extenlive  marfti  between  :  We  obferved 
many  iliort  willows,  but  the  woody 
fwamps  are  chiefly  black  and  white  aih, 
with  red  maple  next  the  river,  and  gene¬ 
rally  a  cyprefs-fwamp  mterpofed  between 
the*  pine-lands  and  fwamps  of  aih  ;  we 
rowed  feveral  courfes  in  fight  of  extenfive 
marihes  and  fwamps,  2,  3  or  4  miles  wide 
more  or  lefs  j  the  river  was  pretty  high, 

D  3  2  foot 
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2  foot  above  the  dried  times,  by  reafon 
of  tiie  great  rains,  yet  it  barely  covered 
the  fw amps  even  in  pretty  low  places,  but 
indeed  there  is  little  difference  in  their 
height  for  fcores  of  miles,  unlefs  near  the 
palmetto  and  pine-lands:  We  landed  on 
a  fhelly  bluff  of  2  or  3  acres  of  four 
orange 7 trees  full  of  fruit;  then  rowino- 
along  the  cyprefs-trees,  which  grew  her? 
next  the  river,  a  deep  fwamp  interpofed 
between  the  cyprefs  and  pine-lands ;  we 
came  to  Clement’s  Bluff,  where  we  en¬ 
camped  on  a  fhelly  bank  12  foot  perpendi¬ 
cular;  the  lower  part  next  the  water  was 
an  indurated  fhelly  rock,  the  bluff  is  300 
yards  long  and  one  broad,  more  or  lefs, 
beyond  which  it  gradually  declines  back 
to  a  fine  favannah,  then  to  the  pine-lands, 
palmetto  and  fhrubby  oaks ;  this  is  on  the 
weff-fide  of  the  river,  as  is  the  orange- 
grove  ;  thermometer  48.  P.  M.  & 

3d.  Clear  cold  morning;  thermometer 
26.  windN.  W.  The  ground  was  froze ' 
an  inch  thick  on  the  banks ;  this  was  the 
fatal  night  that  deftroyed  the  lime,  citron, 
and  banana  trees  in  Auguftine,  many  curi¬ 
ous  evergreens  up  the  river,  that  were  near 
20  years  old,  and  in  a  ffourifhing  date; 

the 
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the  young  green  flhoots  of  the  maple,  elm, 
and  pavia,  with  many  flowering  plants 
and  th rubs  never  before  hurt :  Set  out  from 
Clement’s  Bluff,  rowed  by  much  rich 
fwamp  and  marfh ;  faw  many  elder-trees 
in  flower  (which  grow  in  plenty  clofe  to 
the  river  next  the  water-reeds)  and  many 
alligators,  tho’  fo  very  cold  that  it  had 
froze  the  great  convolvolus  and  coreopfis, 
yet  the  great  fhrub  after  held  out:  The 
banks  were  in  feveral  places  2  or  3  foot 
high,  fheily,  and  two  rood  broad  ;  then 
fell  back  to  a  fine  rich  graffy  fwamp, 
chiefly  afh,  elm,  and  cyprefs,  but  much 
more  open  than  down  the  river  below  the 
great  lake,  with  more  frequent  patches  of 
marfh  and  high  grafs  and  finall  maples, 
willows,  and  cephalanthus  thinly  fcattered 
upon  them;  the  higher  banks  with  live 
and  water-oaks.  Landed  about  noon  on 
the  eaft-fide  on  a  bluff,  6  or  8  foot  high, 
and  150  yards  broad,  but  foon  falls  back 
to  a  cyprefs-fwamp,  at  the  upper  end  of 
which  oaks  and  palmettos  join  the  river, 
and  a  little  back  the  pines  begin. 

4th.  Pleafant  morning ;  thermometer 
50.  Set  out  from  Whitlow’s  Bluff ;  the 
river  makes  a  great  ealy  bend,  and  fends 

out 
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out  a  branch,  then  the  courfe  is  from  ea ft 

# 

to  fouth,  then  S.  E.  the  eaft  banks  being 
fandy  8  or  io  foot  perpendicular,  full  of 
live  and  fwamp-oaks,  great  magnolia, 
bay  and  liquid  ambar,  but  none  of  them 
very  large ;  then  pine-land  to  the  fouth 
bend,  then  lower  ground,  but  on  the  weft- 
lide  very  good  fwamp ;  it  then  takes  a  con¬ 
trary  bend  to  the  fouth,  then  eaft,  where 
there  is  a  fine  orange  grove  on  each  fide 
of  the  river  :  at  the  corner  of  the  fouth 
bend,  the  mouth  of  a  lake  appears,  one 
mile  wide  and  2  or  3  long,  which  we  en¬ 
tered  ;  the  courfe  is  near  fouth  and  north, 
the  eaft-fi.de  is  lined  with  a  narrow  cy- 
prefs-fwamp,  and  live-oaks  alternately ; 
the  weft-fide  with  pines,  but  above  the 
marfhes  are  very  rich,  full  of  water-reeds 
and  elders  on  both  fides  the  river,  which 
is  about  30  yards  broad,  and  near  3 
fathom  deep.  We  landed  where  a  fandy 
bluff  joined  the  river ;  it  produced  live  and 
water-oak,  palms  and  bay  j  coafting  the 
££jb_ftde,  we  foon  came  to  a  creek,  up 
which  we  rowed  a  mile,  in  4  and  6  foot 
and  30  yards  broad,  of  the  colour 
of  the  fea,  fmelled  like  bilge- water,  ta¬ 
iling  fweetifh  and  loathfome,  warm  and 

very 
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very  clear,  but  a  whitifh  matter  adhered 
to  the  fallen  trees  near  the  bottom ;  the 
fprmg  iie  -d  is  about  30  yards  broad,  and 
boils  up  from  the  bottom  like  a  pot; 
pm  named  it,  and  found  about  five  fathom 
water,  multitudes  of  fith  refort  to  its  head, 
as  very  large  garr,  cats,  and  fevers]  other 
forts  ;  the  alligators  very  numerous  either 
on  the  (ho  re  or  fwimming  on  the  fur  face 
of  the  water,  and  fome  on  the  bottom, 
fo  tame,  or  rather  bold,  as  to  allow  us  to 
row  very  near  to  them  :  What  a  furprizino- 
fountain  mult  it  be,  to  furnifh  fuc h  a 

ipace  of  ground 
mu*t  De  ta^en  up  in  the  pine-lands,  ponds, 
favannahs,  and  fwamps,  to  fupport  and 
maintain  fo  conflant  a  fountain,  continually 
boiling  right  up  from  under  the  deep 
rocns,  whicn  undoubtedly  continue  under 

mod  part  of  the  country  at  uncertain 

depths  ? 

5th.  Rainy  morning ;  thermometer 
Staid  at  Mount-joy;  this  mount  is  formed 
Oi  fnail  and  mufcle-fhells,  and  is  8  or  10 
foot  perpendicular,  about  ,50  yards  long 
and  20  broad,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the 
river,  declining  gradually  at  each  end  to 
an  extenfive  ffrff  moiftifh  marfh,  producing 

a  great 
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a  great  quantity  of  tall  grafs,  as  thick .  as 
it  can  grow,  of  fcvcral  ioo  acics;  a  pine 
ridge  appears  at  half  a  mile  diftance  on 
the  fouth-fide  :  The  mount  and  its  decli¬ 
ning  fides  and  ends  are  full  of  live-oaks 
and  large  palm-trees ;  there  are  alfo  feme 
hammocks  of  live-oaks  and  myrtles  inter- 
fperfed  in  the  adjacent  marlh  :  oppofite  to 
the  mount  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
is  a  large  fwamp  or  reedy  marlh,  and  be¬ 
yond  it  a  cyprefs-fwamp  of  great  extent 

farther  than  the  eye  can  reach. 

'6th.  Clear  morning ;  thermometer  38. 
Strong  wind  at  N.  W.  Set  out  and  foon 
faw  a  great  body  of  very  different  fwamp 
and  marlh  joining  it,  feme  dry,  others 
middling  moift,  and  fome  very  wet,  fome 
reedy  foil,  fome  myrtle,  oak,  cyprefs,  and 
laftly  pine ;  then  we  came  a  little  farther 
to  tall  water- reeds  on  both  fides,  and  much 
elder  grew  next  the  river  and  clofe  to  the 
reeds,  which  laft  grew  very  thick  clofe  to 
■  the  bank,  and  from  14  to  16  foot  high; 
fometimes  a  narrow  ridge,  about  a  rood 
wide  and  a  foot  or  two  high,  would  urn 
clofe  to  the  river,  on  which  grew  oaks, 
hiccory,  maple,  and  afli,  the  ground  aac 
being  lcarcely  above  the  common  How  ot 
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the  river  j  but  as  we  rowed  higher  up,  the  {oil 
was  in  many  places  of  an  unknown  depth, 
of  tenacious  rich  mud,  efpecially  on  the 
Indian  fide,  which  is  generally  higher  than 
ours,  and  fo  fiiff  that  cattle  may  walk 
upon  it  very  fafe,  and  bears  choice  grafs, 
tho’  full  of  tall  trees,  as  hiccory,  maple, 
water-oak,  and  afh  :  We  rowed  by  a  very 
large  ifland  on  the  eaft-fide  and  another  on 
the  weft,  the  beft  I  have  feen  in  Florida 
the  river,  for  thefe  two  days,  has  run 
very  crooked.  Landed  on  a  high  rich 
fhelly  bluff,  fome  good  flat  foil,  but  full  of 
palms,  and  a  little  back  the  pine-lands 
begin :  The  laft  froft  killed  the  young 
fhoots  of  alh,  hiccory,  eupatorium,  pea- 
nines,  fun-flowers,  and  the  tops  of  two 
lovely  evergreen  fhrubs,  one  of  which 
would  have  grown  all  winter,  if  the  froft 
had  not  killed  it ;  the  bark  was  burft  from 
the  wood,  but  the  lower  part  was  not 
hurt,  the  other  was  full  of  flowers,  green 
and  ripe  berries,  yet  the  tender  tops  for 
half  a  foot  were  killed  :  ’Tis  very  common 
in  this  country  for  vegetables  to  produce 
at  the  fame  time  flowers,  green  and  ripe 
fruit  ;  and  if  the  tender  fhoots  are  by 
chance  killed,  they  foon  fend  out  frefh 

L  ones ; 
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ones;  here  is  a  native  gourd  or  fquafh, 
which  runs  20  foot  up  the  trees,  clofe  to 
the  river ;  the  people  eat  them  when 
young,  but  they  are  bitter  when  old, 
and  about  the  fize  of  a  man’s  fid. 

ytn.  Clear  morning;  thermometer  36. 
Set  out  from  Cabbage-bluff,  fo  called  from 
the  great  number  of  palm  or  cabbage-trees 
growing  there;  after  fome  miles  rowing- 
round  feveral  points  of  the  compafs,  it  be- 
ing  generally  good  reed-marfh  and  fome 
cypreis-fwamps,  we  came  to  the  middle 
lake  1,  2  or  3  miles  broad  and  8  long ;  its 
general  courfe  is  S.  E.  at  the  N.  E.  end  is 
hign  ground,  producing  oak,  palm,  myr¬ 
tle,  bay,  and  a  fine  new  evergreen,  fome- 
thing  like  the  purple-berried  bay,  but  the 
leaves  grow  alternately,  and  the  berries 
clofe  to  the  ffem,  like  myrtle ;  here  is  a 
pretty  dream  of  fweet  water,  fmall  enough 
to  run  through  the  bung-hole  of  a  barrel, 
and  at  about  200  yards  diftance  from  it  runs 
out  a  large  dream  of  water,  fo  warm  as  to 
fupport  the  thermometer  at  71  in  it,  feels 
warm  to  a  coolifh  hand,  tades  more  loath- 
fome  than  the  others  beforementioned  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  may  be  fmelt  at  fome 
roods  diftant  *  hereabout  is  drove  on  ihore, 
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the  moft  delicate  cryftalline-fand  I  ever 

except  what  is  got  on  an  ifland  near 
faw,  .  f  ftai  finer :  A  few 

Z  ylS  from  the  left  fpring  is  another  ' 
much  like  it  in  tafte,  but  much  larger,  ^1 
near  20  yards  broad,  having  three  head 
wTthin  to  yards ;  the  water  is  very  loath- 
e  and  warm,  but  not  fo  hot  as  one  s 
blood :  This  differs  from  the  other  in  hav- 
ins  moft  of  its  furface  covered  with  duck 

Jat ;  its  banks  full  of  thelly  ftone  of  *e 

fnail-thell  kind,  and  runnmg  level  with 
Wer  ,  the  laft  had  fome  fall  1  they  are  nor 
above  too  yards  from  the  lake.  Set  out  and 
arrived  at  l  rocky  bluff,  at  the  entrance  of 
Z  head  of  the  river,  which  was  two  or 
more  miles  wide,  but  gradually  narrowed  > 
this  bluff  is  compofed  of  fnail  and  mulc.e- 
(hells,  indurated  into  hard  rocks,  which 
would  break  or  fplit  for  building  or  bum- 
•  tn  lime  •  but  a  bluff  we  landed  at 

,„g  into  lime  ,  out  remMkabie; 

in  the  forenoon  was  mine  * 

for  as  the  bank  was  perpendicular,  we  had 

a  better  opportunity  of  fearching  deeper , 
we  faw  about  3  foot  above  the  water  a 
„,afs  of  cluftered  fea  (hells,  as  periwinkles, 
cockles,  and  clams,  the  very  produaions 
of  the  fea,  and  to  what  depth  they  went 
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is  unknown;  but  this  I  believe  <W  *u 
reach  all  under  this  whole  low  country  7t 

zsx^s  sat  r- 

phureous  and  faline  fountains  run,  which 

are  connnualiy  fed  by  the  flow  fettling  0f 

8th.  Clear  fine  morning ,  thermometer 
44-  »md  weft  by  north.  Rowed  by  much 
reedy  ground,  which  is  generally  very  we, 
bemg  often  covered  a  foot  more  or  left 
deep,  after  great  rains  ;  but  the  banks  in 
many  places  are  raifed,  a  foot  or  more,  by 
the  traflr  float.ng  down  the  river,  which 
being  drove  on  lhore  by  the  wind,  there 
rots  and  is  converted  into  fiiff  foil,  on 
which  the  alligators  love  to  bafk  in  the 
lun-fhme ;  every  2o,  5o  or  too  yards  di- 
tance  they,  are  to  be  found  :  We  encamped 
on  a  plcafant  dry  bank,  but  middling  foil 
in  a  grove  of  live-oaks  ;  beyond  which  is  a 
plain  and  behind  that  a  great  inland  pond 
or  lake;  below  where  we  lodged  feveral 
inlets  appeared  to  the  northward,  and  above 
the  river  forked,  and  we  rowed  up  the 
N.  E.  branch. 

9th-  Clear  fine  morning ;  thermometer 
44-  We  rowed  along  feveral  long  beaches 

gene- 
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generally  caft  and  N.  E.  then  came  to  a 
high  bluff  of  fand  on  the  eaft-fide,  under 
which  was  a  ftrata  four  foot  thick,  of  a 
brownifh  foft  fand  ftone,  eafily  rubbed  to 
fand  between  the  thumb  and  fingers  ;  this 
was  a  point  of  pine-land,  and  on  it  grew 
great  magnolia,  fweet-bay,  live-oak,  palms, 
tall  andromeda,  vaccinium,  red  -  cedar  *, 
and  an  odd  zanthoxylum  ;  here  we  found 
an  Indian  hunting  cabin  covered  with  pal¬ 
metto-leaves  ;  we  then  rowed  by  a  large 
marfh  on  the  eaft  fide  with  a  row  of  trees 
on  the  bank  of  hiccory,  afh,  and  live-oak; 
then  pine-land  on  our  fide  for  a  long  reach, 
and  high  banks  and  trees  on  the  Indian 
fide,  after  rowing  feveral  long  reaches, 
generally  poorifh  land,  either  near  the 
river  or  at  a  diftance  from  it,  we  came 
againft  a  creek  bearing  northward,  up 
which  we  rowed  about  a  mile,  where  we 
faw  fome  good  fwamps,  and  much  long 
thick  grafs,  fbme  on  pretty  dry  ground, 
but  generally  wet ;  this  creek  led  us  up  to 

a  great 

s  JuniperurVirginiana,  Linn.  Spec.  1471.  Red-cedar,  or 
Great  Juniper. — ’Tis  neceflary  to  diflinguilh  this  tree  from 
the  many  that  are  called  Cedars  :  It  is  of  great  ufe  not  only 
in  the  building  of  houfes,  but  in  lhip-building :  This  is  the 
wood  ufed  in  making  black-lead-pencils;  the  berries  put  in¬ 
to  fpirits  make  excellent  geneva,  and  from  the  tree  diitils  a 
refm  equal  to  gum-fandrach,  very  ufeful  in  making  varnilh. 
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a  great  cyprefs-fwamp,  in  which  it  divided, 
invifibly  as  the  other  branches  did  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  marfh  ;  we  came  back  again 
to  the  river,  up  which  we  rowed  till  we 
came  to  a  high  bluff,  where  we  encamped, 
and  found  2  or  3  curious  flirubs ;  oppofite 
to  this  bluff  is  a  very  extenfive  marfh,  part 
of  which  is  reed,  and  fome  very  good  rich 
dry  foil ;  here  are  fome  very  large  mufcle- 
fhells,  of  which  this  bluff  is  compofed 
and  enriched ;  this  has  been  a  fine  piece  of 
planting-ground. 

10th.  Pleafant  morning  ;  thermometer 
co.  The  wolves  howled,  the  firfl  time  I 
heard  them  in  Florida;  here  we  found  a 
great  neflof  a  wood-rat,  built  of  long  pieces 
of  dry  flicks,  near  4  foot  high  and  5  in 
diameter,  all  laid  confufedly  together ;  on 
ftirring  the  flicks  to  obferve  their  ftrufture, 
a  large  rat  ran  out,  and  up  a  very  high 
faplin  with'  a  young  one  hanging  to  its 
tail.  Set  out,  and  in  half  a  mile  came  to 
a  lake,  and  taking  the  north-eafl-fide, 
flretched  eaflward  by  a  very  extenfive 
marfh,  pretty  low  next  the  lake,  but  far¬ 
ther  back  good  marfh,  beyond  which  is 
a  large  cyprefs-fwamp ;  then  the  pine 
lands  begin ;  we  rowed  to  the  eafl-fidc  o 
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the  lake,  near  which  is  the  mouth  of  a 
fine  lagoon,  a  mile  long  and  hall  as  wide, 
lx  ,  dered  with  a  very  large  marfh  extending 
to  ilaige  cyprefs-fwamp  ;  we  then  coafted 
fouthward  along  a  Tandy  beech,  back  of 
which  is  a  dryifh  marfh,  then  came  to  a 
ridge  of  oaks  about  20  roods  wide  more 
or  lefs,  behind  which  is  a  marfh  reacning 
to  the  cyprefs-fwamp,  but  more  fouth  the 
pine-lands  appear ;  at  the  fouth-end  of  the 
oak-hammock  runs  eaftward  a  large  branch, 
which  fpreads  into  many  branches  in  this 
large  marfh,  draining  it  and  the  adjacent 
cyprefs-fwamps ;  this  marfh  is  large  and 
looks  rich,  arjd  I  believe  reacneth  from  the 
lake  to  the  cyprefs-fwamp  and  pine-land  r 
"We  then  turned  round  a  point,  and  landed 
at  another  fandy  beech  and  hammock,  be¬ 
yond  which  is  a  large  plain  or  favannah, 
half  a  mile  wide  more  or  lefs  to  the  pines, 
producing  pretty  good  grafs,  low  fhrubs, 
oaks,  and  myrtles,  the  foil  black  on  the 
furface  and  moiff,  tho  ftiff  enough  to  nde 
upon  ;  there  is  a  fmall  pond  within  the 
beech  at  the  fouth-end,  where  ducks  fre¬ 
quent;  this  upper  lake  may  be  4  or  5  miles 
in  diameter,  and  perhaps  more  in  length, 
and  one  fathom  deep  more  or  lefs;  but 

the  river  between  this  and  the  iaft  is  in 

many 
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many  places  two  and  a  half  fathoms,  and 
in  rnoft  places  near  150  wide;  we  lodged 

at  a  fandy  beech,  and  it  rained  towards 
morning,  but  foon  cleared  up. 

11th.  Clear  morning;  thermometer 
temperate.  Set  out  and  foon  came  into 
the  river,  which  fends  out  numerous  bran¬ 
ches,  that  terminate  in  the  eaft  marlh, 
which  is  wonderfully  interfered  and  di¬ 
vided  with  ponds  and  branches,  and  the 
river  is  alfo  divided  with  numerous  fmall 
and  great  iflands  of  low  marfh;  fo  that  it 
is  difficult  to  find  the  main  river,  but  by 
the  ftrong  current :  We  came  at  laft  to  a 
fine  lake  or  rather  three,  the  loweft  of 
which  is  the  biggeft,  being  a  mile  diame¬ 
ter  ;  on  the  eaft-fide  the  pine-lands  appear 
about  two  miles  diftant  mod  of  the  way 
more  or  lefs  from  the  lake  we  lodged  at ; 
but  on  the  weft-fide,  we  could  hardly  fee 
them,  fuch  a  great  body  of  marfh  being 
between  ;  after  noon  we  came  to  where  the 
river  was  more  entire,  and  fome  of  its 
banks  3  foot  high  and  7  or  8  foot  broad  to 
the  weft  marffi,  the  river  being  200  yards 
broad  more  or  lels,  and  one  and  a  half 
fathom  deep ;  here  feveral  more  large 
branches  or  lagoons  branched  eartward, 

and 
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and  fpread  their  numerous  branches  in 
the  marfhes  ;  we  rowed  feveral  long  beaches 
up  the  rivers,  and  at  laft  to  our  great  joy 
came  to  a  bluff  where  we  could  fet  our  feet 
on  dry  ground;  this  being  a  very  rich 
hammock  of  6  acres  of  light  black  fhelly 
foil  (thermometer  58.  P.  M.)  producing 
red-cedar,  celtis  %  a  curious  zanthoxylium, 
and  feveral  others  we  never  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  a  few  large  orange-trees,  and  fome 

young  ones. 

12th.  Fine  clear  morning;  thermome¬ 
ter  44.  Set  out,  and  rowing  S.  E.  foon 
came  to  a  little  lake  which  we  headed,  it 
feemed  to  be  furrounded  with  marfh,  fome 
few  pines  appeared  at  a  diftance;  we  turned 
back,  and  within  a  mile  came  into  the 
main  river,  which  turned  various  courfes 
S.  E.  and  north,  but  generally  eaft  by 
north  ;  it  fends  out  on  each  fide  lagoons 
and  branches  that  drain  thofe  extenfive 
marfhes.  We  came  now  to  a  large  lake  5 
or  6  miles  long  and  near  one  wide,  a  long 
tongue  of  low  marfh  comes  from  the  N .  E. 

end  where  along  hammock  of  oaks  runs  a 

F  '  fouth 


t  Celtis^  occidental  is,  Linn.  Spec.  1478.  the  Lote  or 
Nettletree.— This  grows  to  be  a  very^  large  tree  and  tie 
wood  of  it  is  much  efleemed  for  being  io  tough  and  plmble; 
it  is  reckoned  the  bed  wood  for  the  fhafts  or  all  kinds 

carriages. 
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lake’  ^  WS  ’JK"  r°Wed  °Ut  of  *0 
lake,  a„d  between  feveral  iflands,  and  camc 

agam  ,„,o  the  main  river>  which  ■  1  e 

general  an  eart  and  weft  courfc  on  a  Tandy 

b°‘t0m>,  ftoal.ng  gradually  uneil  the  weeds 
an  r  eeds , topped  our  battoe  in  foch  a  man¬ 
ner  that  it  ms  rmpoflible  to  pulh  her  any 
rartlier,  tiro  the  water  was  3  foot  deep 
and  a  1, nail  current  againft  us,  which  we 
luppoie  was  the  draining  of  the  extenfive 
marfhes  which  opened  towards  the  fouth- 
eaft,  how  far  beyond  our  view  we  could 
not  determine ;  the  water- reeds  grew  here 
in  the  current  as  thick  and  clofe  together 
as  on  the  marfh,  that  is,  as  clofe  as  hemp  • 
yet  the  current  forceth  its  way  thro’,  and 
alfo  under  the  great  patches  of  the  piftia, 
the  water  perficaria,  and  other  water-plants’ 
which  are  all  entangled  together,  covering 
many  thoufands  of  acres  on  St.  fohn’s  and 
Jts  Dranches,  which  heads  in  numerous 
rich  fwamps  and  marihes.  We  returned 

to  the  rich  hammock  where  we  lodged  laft 
night.  45 

13th.  Finepleafant  morning;  thermo¬ 
meter  54.  Set  out  homeward  from  the  rich 
hammock,  the  higheft  up  the  river  we 
could  land  at.  Thermometer  79.  P.  M. 

about 
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about  one  o’clock  we  came  to  Round-lake, 
fb  we  called  it,  it  being  one  of  the 
rounded;  I  ever  faw,  almoft  furrounded 
with  palmetto,  pine,  and  fcrub-oak ;  the 
lake  is  6  miles  more  or  lefs  in  diameter, 
and  generally  all  over  the  lake  about  9  or 
10  foot  deep. 

14th.  Clear  morning ;  wind  north.  Set 

out  from  Coffee-bluff,  thermometer  52  ; 

a  very  long  reach  on  the  weft-fide  of  the 

river,  of  piney,  palmetto-ground,  with 

fcrub-oaks ;  about  noon  we  entered  the 

weft  lake  fleering  S.  W.  a  ridge  of  pine- 

land  runs  on  the  eaft-fide  and  a  marfh  a 

quarter  of  a  mile  more  or  lefs  between  it 

and  the  lake,  which  I  think  is  8  or  10 

miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  c  or  6 

✓  •  • 

miles  broad,  the  marfh  is  in  many  places 
a  mile  or  two  wide,  and  then  comes  to 
hammocks  of  oaks;  faw  a  mullet  jump 
three  times  in  a  minute  or  two,  which 
they  generally  do  before  they  reft,  fo  are 
called  jumping-mullets  ;  on  the  fouth-fide 
of  this  lake  is  a  great  low  cyprefs-fwamp  j 
here  to  my  great  difappointment  my  ther¬ 
mometer  was  broke  accidentally  in  ftriving 
to  take  a  fwarm  of  bees  for  their  honey, 
which  is  pradtifed  both  by  the  whites  and 

F  2  Indians, 


I 


I 


\ 


» 


[  26  ] 

* 

Indians,  who  take  great  quantities  in  the 
cyprefs-fwamps  and  pine-lands.  We  landed 
on  the  weft-iide  which  was  low  and  rich 
for  100  yards  back,  riling  gradually  from 
the  water  to  4  or  5  foot  perpendicular, 
then  comes  to  a  level,  looking  rich  and  black 
on  the  furface  for  an  inch  or  two,  then  un¬ 
der  it  a  line  fand  to  a  great  depth ;  this 
level  produceth  red-bay,  great  magnolia, 
water  and  live-oaks,  liquidamber,  hic- 
cory,  and  fome  oranges,  but  no  large  trees ; 
the  lower  rich  ground  produceth  glediftia, 
pilhamins,  cephalanthus,  alh,  cyprefs,  and 
cornu  femina:  Our  hunter  killed  a  large 
he-bear  fuppofed  to  weigh  400  pounds, 
was  7  foot  long,  cut  4  inches  thick  of  fat 
on  the  lide,  its  fore-paw  5  inches  broad, 
his  lkin  when  flretched  meafured  five  foot 
and  a  half  long,  and  4  foot  10  inches  in 
breadth,  and  yielded  15  or  16  gallons  of 
clear  oil;  two  of  us  had  never  eat  an  ounce 
of  bears  meat  before,  but  we  found  it  to  our 
furprize  to  be  very  mild  and  fweet,  above 
all  four-footed  creatures,  except  venifon ; 
although  it  was  an  old  he-bear,  his  fat, 
though  I  loathed  the  fight  of  it  at  firfi, 
was  incomparably  milder  than  hogs-lard, 
and  near  as  fweet  as  oil  of  olives :  it  was 

'  .  4  r  1  .  *  *  w  t  ~ 

not 


turkeys  frelh  (hot  at  the  tame  time,  au 
fame  boiled  with  the  bear  but  we  chafe 
the  laft  for  its  fweetnefs  and  goo^  iei  • 
j  r  This  morning  was  very  warm  and  a 
little  fhowerv  ;  the  mulkatoes  were  troii  oe 
feme  laft  night,  and  this  morning  the  flies 
blowed  our  meat  before  ioococ  , 
ticks  creeping  and  lizards  running  about 

our  tent }  we  ftaid  here  all  day  to  barba- 
cue  our  meat  to  ferve  us  down  the  river, 
which  would  foon  ipoil  if  not  pre  erv  e 
either  by  fire  or  fait,  and  of  which  laft  w 
had  only  enough  to  feafon  our  vidtua  s 
with  it  j  rained  faft,  yet  we  walked  to  lee 
feveral  warm  fprings  on  the  weft-end  of 
the  lake,  one  of  which  was  about  40  or 
So  yards  broad  at  the  head,  and  held  the 
fame  width  for  300  yards  down  to  the 
lake,  without  much  current,  the  head  being 
near  even  with  the  lake  j  the  water  had  a 
greenifh  caft,  was  very  loathfome,  and  full 
of  great  gar-ftfl’i ;  the  other  rifes  near  half 
a  mile  from  the  lake,  and  hath  a  middling 
fall,  very  convenient  to  turn  a  mill,  with 
a  little  dam  having  high  banks  on  each 

fide,  and  no  floods  can  hurt  it,  as  the 

mill 
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mill  may  be  near  half  a  mile  from  the 
fpring-headj  the  worft  is,  the  ftream  is  full 
mall  ;  there  is  a  fine  large  cyprefs-fwamp 
on  i  ach  fide  clofe  to  the  lake,  the  far- 
theft  of  which  is  about  half  a  mile ;  this 
fine  Itream  hath  five  heads,  the  banks  are 
io  or  15  foot  perpendicular  ;  three  of  the 
heads  boil  up  like  a  pot  in  a  pure  white 
fand,  every  minute  it  boils  up  above  the 
furface  of  the  common  pond  or  bafon, 
then  the  furrounding  fand  flips  into  the 
cavity,  which  prefles  down  the  fpring  until 
the  water  below  is  collected  from  the  back 
under-ground  ftream  fo  ftrong  as  to  force 
the  fand  and  water  above  the  common  fur- 
face,  fo  that  there  is  a  continual  periodical 
motion  ;  one  of  thefe  lprings  was  lb  warm, 
that  altho’  I  was  in  a  fweat,  yet  it  feemed 
warm  to  my  hand ;  they  are  all  of  them 
warm,  and  of  a  loathfome  tafte,  their  fedi- 

/  tv  ite,  and  1  one  may  fmell  them 
at  many  yards  diftance. 

1 6th.  Very  cold  windy  day,  the  lake 
being  fo  rough  that  we  could  not  Air;  fo 
our  hunters  rendered  the"9  bear’s  oil,  and 
ftretched  and  dried  the  Ikin. 

l7'  Fine  (till  morning,  and  moderate, 
^ct  out  and  rowed  up  the  lake  ;  pafl  by  a 

long 
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long  point  of  marfh  with  a  hammock  of 
palms  projecting  out  from  near  the  weft- 
fide  of  the  lake,  it  being  fuppofed  to  be  an 
ifland  from  which  is  extended  numerous 
little  turfs  of  grafs  a  great  way  farther  into 
the  lake,  and  in  time  may  unite  into  a  long 
point;  the  depth  is  generally  7  foot,  one 
place  8  :  About  1 2  o’clock  we  came  to  the 
middle  lake,  and  having  in  our  going  up 
the  river  viewed  the  north-fide  and  linking 
iprings,  we  now  coafted  the  fouth-weft  or 
Indian  fide,  which  is  furrounded  with  pine- 
barrens,  interfperfed  with  fome  cyprefs, 
but  generally  poor  fandy  palmetto-ground, 
its  length  may  be  near  8  miles  and  breadth 
3  or  4 ;  fome  fmall  marfh  points  project  a 
little  way  into  it,  it  is  about  10  feet  deep, 
generally  fo  is  the  river,  its  courfe  eaft  and 
weft:  A  few  miles  below  the  lake  we 
came  to  a  fine  rich  low  dry  bluff,  4  foot 
above  the  water ;  it  declined  gradually  to  a 
fine  marfh,  near  half  a  mile  wide  to  the 
pine-lands,  and  a  very  extenfive  profpeft 
to  the  Indian  fide  over  marfhes  and  large 
fwamps ;  this  is  the  fineft  piece  of  rich  dry 
ground  I  obferved  fince  we  left  the  head  of 
the  river;  it  produced  very  good  rich  grafs, 
palms  and  live  oaks,  the  dry  ground  may 
a  k  ,  be 
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be  8  roods  wide  and  40  long  here  we  cut 
down  three  tall  palm  or  cabbage-trees,  and 
cut  out  the  top  bud,  the  white  tender  part 
or  the  rudiments  of  the  great  leaves,  which 
will  be  6  or  7  foot  long,  when  full  grown, 
and  the  palmed  part  4  in  diameter ;  this 
tender  part  will  be  3  or  4  inches  in  diame* 
ter  tapering  near  a  foot,  and  cuts  as  white 
and  tender  as  a  turnip  ;  this  they  dice  into 
a  pot  and  ftew  with  water,  then,  when 
almoft  tender,  they  pour  fome  bears  oil  in¬ 
to  it,  and  ftew  it  a  little  longer,  when  it 
eats  pleafant  and  much  more  mild  than  a 
cabbage :  I  never  eat  half  fo  much  cab¬ 
bage  at  a  time,  and  it  agreed  the  beft  with 
me  of  any  fauce  I  ever  eat,  either  alone  or 
with  meat :  Our  hunters  frequently  eat  it 
raw,  and  will  live  upon  it  feveral  days; 
the  fmall  palmetto  or  cham$rops  yields  a 
fmall  white  bud  no  bigger  than  one’s  fin  - 
ger,  which  is  eaten  by  men,  bears,  and 
horles,  in  cafe  of  great  need  ;  this  fixa¬ 
tion  pleafed  me  fo  much  we  called  it  Bar- 
tram’s  Bluff,  and  for  an  induftrious  planter 
with  a  few  hands  may  be  a  pretty  eftate, 
18th.  Set  out  from  Bartram’s  Bluff,  a 
lovely  fine  morning  and  warm,  flopped 
at  Mount-joy  for  a  little,  and  after  feveral 

miles 
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miles  rowing  came  to  a  rich  ifland,  and 
took  the  left  hand  branch,  down  which 
we  rowed  feveral  very  crooked  courfes  by 
fome  oak  and  pine-bluffs  5  °r  6  foot  high, 
excellent  fwamps,  fome  cyprefs-trees,  and 
much  maple  and  a(h  being  on  both  fides 
the  river,  which  is  two  fathom  deep,  and, 
where  we  entered  it,  not  above  20  yards 
wide,  but  at  the  lower  end  twice  as  much  ; 
it  opened  into  the  main  river,  a  little  be¬ 
low  a  high  bluff  of  four  oranges,  and  on 
the  oppofite  fide  grow  great  quantities  of 
what  is  called  bitter  fweets,  which  are 
next  in  goodnefs  to  the  china  j  we  eat 
abundance  of  them,  and  found  them  very 
wholefomej  they  laft  much  longer  than 
the  fweet,  which  continue  only  to  March. 

The  common  current  of  the  river  here  is 
not  above  two  miles  an  hour,  the  uncom¬ 
mon  rains  laft  fummer  and  part  of  the  fall 
had  raifed  it  2  foot  or  more  higher  than 
at  prefent,  and  then  the  current  no  doubt 
ran  fwifter,  and  our  pilot  faid  he  had 
known  it  to  be  3  foot  lower  than  now  j 
but  fuppofe  it  only  two,  then  there  muft 
be  very  little  current. — This  night  was 
very  warm,  and  the  mufkitoes  trouble- 
fpme,  fo  that  we  fmoaked  our  tent  twice. 

C  19^ 
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19th.  Fine  warm  morning,  birds  fingf 
ing,  fifh  jumping,  and  turkies  gobling. 
Set  out,  andprefently  came  to  a  rich  ifland, 
and  ran  between  it  and  the  Indian  land, 
which  is  high  and  fhelly,  then  lower,  and 
very  good  on  each  fide  :  We  foon  came 
into  the  river  again,  and  rowed  down  it, 
till  we  came  to  a  fmall  branch  on  the 
eaft-fide,  down  which  we  rowed  near  half 
a  mile,  where  we  were  entirely  Hopped 
by  the  piftia  and  perficaria  growing  all  in 
a  matt ;  we  then  turned  back,  concluding 
it  to  run  on  the  eaft-fide  of  an  ifland,  and 
to  join  the  river,  below  in  fome,  of  its 
eaftern  lagoons  to  the  river,  down  which 
we  proceeded,  and  crofted  the  mout;h  of 
the  eaft  lake,  and  in  an  hour  or  two  arrived 
at  Spalding’s  Upper-ftore,  where  we  ftaid 
all  night,  which  was  very, warm,  and  the 
mufldtoes  very  troubleforne,  as  much  ftp 
as  any  time  fincejl  left  Charles-town. 

20th.  Fine  warm  morning,  rbut  the 
fouth-weft  wind  foon  blew  fo  hard,  that 
we  durft  not  venture  to  fail  on  the  great 
lake,  and  our  pilot  wanted  to  dry  his  ikins, 
fo  we  ftaid  here  all  day ;  but  in  the  after¬ 
noon  our  hoft  went  over  the  river  to  ftioot 
^eefe  in  the  pine-land  ponds,  where  they 
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generally  feed  bh  iht  graft  growing  there  ; 
for  fheV' ! don’t 1  frequent  the  river,  as  we 
did  not  fee  one  all  'fhe  way,  but  multitudes 
of  ducks  t‘  We  landed  on  a  bank  or  t.ie 
fiver  a  little  aboVe  the  place  where  the  In- 
dians  Wim  theif  horfes  over,  about  4  foot 
above  the  water;  the  bank  was  compofed  of 
fnail  and  mufcle-fhells,  a  ftrata  of  which, 
ihat  was  even  or  under  the  furface  of  t  re 
fiver.  Was  converted  into  a  concrete  as  hai 
as  a  foft  done,  as  are  mod  of  the  ban  s 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  which  will 
burn  to  lime  ;  we  walked  from  the  land- 
ing  directly  towards  the  pine-lands,  at  r 
over  a  rich  level,  then  afcended  «  hill  6 
feet  perpendicular,  formed  all  of  Ihe  s 
mixed  with  a  little  black  fandy  mould, 
fcarce  enough  to  fill  up  the  vacuities  be¬ 
twixt  one  diell  and  the  other,  althoug  i 
the  fmall  ones  and  broken  pieces  are  drove 
as  clofe  together  as  podible  V  this  compo- 
fition  laded  for  near  200  yards,  the  the  is 
’  diminidiing  gradually,  and  the  fine  land 
appearing  more  and  more,  until  no  more 
{hells  were  feen  mixed  with  it;  we  dn 
came  to  rifing  ground  producing  hiccory, 
magnolia,  bay  and  water-oak,  then  ground- 

oak,  chamterops,  then  pine-land,  dwan- 

G  2  myrtle. 
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myrtle,  kalmia,  vaccinium,  andromeda 
Imall  pines  and  long  grafs  in  the  ponds* 
where  the  water  was  about  knee-deep  more 
or  lefs,  fome  of  which  contain  from  one  to 
J  o  acres ;  but  fomeponds  are  a  mile  or  two  big, 
more  or  lefs,  fome  furrounded  clofe  with 
the  adjacent  pine-lands,  and  others  with 
large  favannahs  at  one  or  both  Tides,  with 
a  rivulet  running  out,  and  fometimes  with 
a  bay  or  cyprefs-fwamp  at  the  head.  I  was 
talking  to  our  hoft  that  I  could  not  find 
any  good  clay  up  the  river ;  he  faid  there 
was  good  white  clay  to  be  got  on  the  weft- 
fide  of  the  liver  near  his  houfe;  we  went 
to  look  at  it,  and  taking  a  hoe,  I  cut  a 
piece  of  it  up,  which  was  a  clofe  compadt 
mafs  of  ground  fea-fhells  a  little  above  the 
funace  of  the  water,  the  lower  the  more 
it  looked  and  felt  like  clay.  Quere,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  fome  forts  of  clay  are  not 

formed  out  of  fea-fhells  ground  minutely 
to  powder  in  a  long  feries  of  time  ? 

21ft.  Warm  morning;  fet  out  from 
Spalding’s  Upper-ftore,  wind  fouth ;  it 
foon  fell  a  raining,  fo  that  we  encamped 
near  the  head  of  the  great  lake,  at  an  orange 
gtove  on  a  bluff,  where  we  gathered  good 

bitter- 
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bitter-fweets,  the  four  ones  lay  fcattered  all 
about  on  the  ground;  there  are  two  large 
and  fome  fmall  iflands  near  the  head  of 
the  great  lake. 

2 2d.  Cold  morning,  and  the  wind  fo 
high,  durft  not  venture  on  the  lake  it  being 
very  rough;  fo  we  ftaid  here  all  night, 
and  fired  the  marfh. 

23d.  Very  cool,  clear  morning,  wind 
N.  W.  Set  out  early,  and  coafted  the 
weft-fide  of  the  lake,  which  was  part 
l'andy-beech,  part  rnarfh,  fome  cyprefs- 
fwamp,  and  much  oak  banks,  untii  we 
came  to  William’s  Spring,  a  creek  of  very 
clear  warm  water,  30  yards  broad  and 
2  foot  deep,  the  fpring  heads  even  with 
the  river ;  we  landed  near  its  mouth  on  a 
fhelly-bluff  amongft  thoufands  of  orange- 
trees,  growing  fo  thick  that  We  could 
hardly  pafs  between  them  for  a  quarter  of 
a  mile ;  we  walked  near  a  mile  up  to  two 
or  three  of  its  heads,  and  left  one  on  the 
right  hand  which  we  did  not  fearch,  be- 
caufe  we  could  not  get  at  it  without  a 
boat ;  the  land  near  the  creek  was  a  rich 
but  narrow  fwamp  100  yards  wide  more 
or  lefs,  adjacent  to  which  was  a  high 
{helly-bluff,  on  which  the  Indians  had 
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planted;  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Florida 
Indians  planted  on  all  thefe  Ihelly-blufFs, 
as  being  the  moft  fertile  pdrts,  except  the 
fwamps  and  marfhes,  which  are  only  pro¬ 
per  for  rice,  and  which  the  Indians  never 
planted,  as  they  would  never  take  the 
pains  of  railing  and  fhelling  of  it;  and  the 
pine-lands  not  being  fuitable  for  corn  by 
their  method  of  cultivation ;  but  whether 
they  planted  the  intermediate  declining 
grounds  I  can’t  fay,  as  large  trees  of  cedar, 
celtes,  and  palms,  with  many  other  kinds, 
grow  on  moft  of  them  :  About  noon  we 


fet  out  from  this  place,  and  coafted  ftill  on 
the  weft-lide,  being  very  warm,  and  we 
ftill  obferved  either  oak-hammocks,  or 
high  pines;  about  half  way  down  the  lake 
is  a  high  bluff,  the  upper  part  white  foil, 
the  lower  yellow,  it  produced  fpruce-pine 
and  fcrub-oaks ;  we  could  not  bring  our 
boat  near  the  fhore,  for  this  weft-fide  is 


very  fhoal  moft  of  the  way,  and  the  land 
moftly  palmetto-ground,  and  fome  few  cy- 
prefs-fwamps ;  we  encamped  on  a  defend¬ 
ing  bank,  on  the  back  of  which  was 
fcrub-oaks  and  dwarf-palmetto  or  cha- 
maerops ;  here  we  cooked  a  fine  mefs  of 
palmeabbagk  ' 


24th. 


t 
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24th.  Moderate  dear  morning}  rowed 
early  by  a  bank  of  pine-land  for  feveral 
miles  and  fome  cyprefs-fwamps,  then  came 
to  a  large  creek,  called  Johnfon’s  Spring, 
the  weft-end  of  the  lake  about  80  yards  near 
broad,  but  after  it  widens  to  about  200  j 


the  pine-land  comes  pretty  clofe  to  its 
banks,  then  a  narrow  low  marfh  interpofes> 

I 

and  after  we  rowed  higher  up  we  faw  nar¬ 
row  cyprefs-fwamps,  loblolty-bays,  arid 
fome  few  ■  oak-hammocks ;  the  creek 


abounds  with'  Mi,  many  ftengrays  near  its 
mouth ;  it  is  fuppofed  to  run  7  miles  front 
its  head  to  the  lake,  where  the  bar  is 


^  « 

about  18  inches  deep,  but  the  creek  is 

3;  4,' and  5  foot  up  to  the  Ipring,  which 
is  nearly  level  with  the  lake,  and  full  of 
grafs  and  weeds  at  the  bottom-,  many  of 
which  reach  to  ■  the  top  of  the  water,  and 


are'  a  great  obftrU&ion  to  boats  in  going 
up;  without  they  'keep  dire&ly  in  the 
channel;  on  the  - north-lide  towards  its 


head  a  large  marfh  brancheth  out ;  we  came 
at  laft  to  where  the  cattails  and  bullrufhes 
grew  fo  thick,  that  we  could  not  force 
the  batoe  through  them,  though  it  was 
100  yards  broad,  and  3  or  4  foot  deep, 
fo  clear  that  we  could  fee  the  mufcle- 

/hells 
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o 


fhells  on  its  fhelly  bottom  in  patches  3  or  4 
foot  diameter  between  the  great  patches 
of  grafs  and  weeds  j  we  landed  to  fearch 
the  head  fprings,  and  pafled  through  an 
orange-grove  and  an  old  field  of  the  Florida 
Indians,  then  came  to  the  main  fprings, 
where  a  prodigious  quantity  of  very  clear 
warm  brackifh  water  boiled  up  between 
vaft  rocks  of  unknown  depth,  we  could 
not  reach  the  bottom  by  a  very  long  pole ; 
this  was  on  the  north-baqk,  about  12 
foot  high  above  the  water,  which  fpreads 
immediately  50  or  fio  yards  broad :  We 
walked  round  the  weft-end  towards  the 
fouth-bank,  where  the  bare  flat  rocks  ap¬ 
peared  above  water,  and  a  great  ftream 
boiled  up  of  a  fait  and  fourifh  tafte,  but 
not  near  fo  loathfome  as  feveral  before- 
defcribed,  nor  had  it  any  bad  fmell,  or 
whitifti  fediment  as  they;  we  examined 
the  compofition  of  the  rocks,  and  found 
fome  of  them  to  be  a  concrete  redifti  fand, 
fome  whitifti  mixed  with  clay,  others  a 
ferruginous  irregular  concrete,  and  many 
a  combination  of  all  thefe  materials  with 
fea-fhells,  clams,  and  cockles ;  we  found 
in  the  bank  an  afti-coloured  tenacious 
earth,  and  a  ftrata  of  yellow  fand  beneath  $ 
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near 
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near  here  my  fon  found  a  lovely  fweet 
tree  “,  with  leaves  like  the  fweet  bay,  which 
fmelled  like  faffafras,  and  produce  a  very 
ftrange  kind  of  feed-pod,  but  the  feed  was 
all  fhed,  the  fevere  froft  had  not  hurt  it  ; 
fome  of  them  grew  near  20  foot  high,  a 
charming  bright  evergreen  aromatic :  We 
faw  near  the  fpring  numbers  of  large  garr, 
cats,  mullets,  trouts,  and  feveral  other  kinds 
unknown  to  us,  fome  in  chace  of  others, 
which  run  into  the  grafs  to  hide  them  from 
their  enemies  ;  in  going  down  to  the  lake 
the  fifh  were  continually  jumping;  we 
obferved  on  the  north -end  of  the  lake  a 
hammock  of  oak.  We  then  fteered  our 
courfe  to  Bryan’s  Ifland,  on  which  there  is 
fome  good  land  and  rich  fwamp,  with 
pretty  much  pine-land,  it  is  fuppofed  to 
contain  about  1 500  acres  ;  here  we  en¬ 
camped  on  a  rocky  rifing  ground,  and 
found  numbers  of  great  and  fmall  oyfter- 
fhells,  clams,  perriwinkles,  fea-mufcles, 
and  cockles,  all  cemented  together  with 

H  broken 

u  By  the  above  description  this  may  probably  be  the  II- 
licium  anifatum  of  Linn.  Spec.  664.  which  is  the  Somo  or 
Skimmi  of  Ksempfer’s  amcenitates,  p.  880. — This  is  the 
tree  fo  much  admired  for  its  fpicy  quality  by  the  Chinelf 
and  Japonefe,  and  which  has  been  difeovered  lately  by  Wib 
liam  Clifton,  Efq;  Chief-Juftice  of  Weft-Florida,  to  grofp 
near  Penfacola. 
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bsoken  fragments,  fome  ground  as  fine  as 
coarfe  fand j  they  were  all  confufedly  mixed 
and  jumbled  together  as  upon  our  fea- 

Coaft  j  fiift  a  flrata  of  fhells,  then  a  flrata 
of  fhells  and  fragments  fill  up  the  leaft 
cavity  j  it  is  remarkable  that  we  never 
found  any  fcallops  to  the  fouth  of  Caro¬ 
lina,  either  on  the  coalt  or  up  in  the 
Country.  •  ■ 

25th.  Fine  pleafant  morning,  although 
a  little  froft  in  the  pine-lands }  faw  feveral 
flocks  of  pigeons  flying  about  both  yefter- 
day  and  to-day :  About  noon  we  landed 
at  Mount-Royal,  and  went  to  an  Indian 
tumulus,  which  was  about  100  yards  in 
diameter,  nearly  round,  and  near  20  foot 
high,  found  fome  bones  fcattered  on  it,  it 
mufl:  be  very  ancient,  as  live-oaks  are 
growing  upon  it  three  foot  in  diameter ; 
what  a  prodigious  multitude  of  Indians 
muft  have  laboured  to  raife  it  ?  to  what 
height  we  can’t  fay,  as  it  mull  have  fettled 
much  in  fuch  a  number  of  years,  and  it  is 
furprizing  where  they  brought  the  land 
ftoin,  and  how,  as  they  had  nothing  but 
bafkets  or  bowls  to  carry  it  in  ;  there  feetns 
to  be  a  little  hollow  near  the  adjacent 
level  on  one  tide,  though  not  likely  to  raile 

fuch 
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fuch  a  tumulus  the  50th  part  of  what  it 
is,  but  diredtly  north  from  the  tumulus  is 
a  fine  ftraipht  avenue  about  60  yards  broad, 
all  the  furface  of  which  has  been  taken 
off,  and  thrown  on  each  fide,  which  makes 
a  bank  of  about  a  rood  wide  and  a  foot 
high  more  or  lefs,  as .  the  unevennefs  of 
the  ground  required,  for  the  avenue  is  as 
level  as  a  floor  from  bank  to  bank,  ana 
continues  fo  for  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  a  pond  of  about  too  yards  broac 
and  150  long  N.  and  S.  feemed  to  be  an 
oblong  fquare,  and  its  banks  4  foot  per¬ 
pendicular,  gradually  doping^  every  way  to 
the  water,  the  depth  of  which  we  cou 
not  fay,  but  do  not  imagine  it  deep,  as  the 
grafs  grows  all  over  it ;  by  its  regularity  it 
feems  to  be  artificial ;  if  fo,  perhaps  the 
fand  was  carried  from  hence  to  raife  the 
tumulus,  as  the  one  dire&ly  faces  the  other 
at  each  end  o!  the  avenue;  on  the  fouth- 
fide  of  the  tumulus  I  found  a  very  large 
rattle -fnake  funning  himfelf,  i  fuppofe  dais 
to  be  his  winter-quarters  ;  here  had  for¬ 
merly  been  a  large  Indian  town  ;  1  iuppofe 
there  is  50  acres  of  planting  ground  cleared 
and  of  a  middling  foil,  a  good  part  of 
which  is  mixed  with  fin  all  lire  Us ;  no  cioubt 

H  2  this 
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this  large  tumulus  was  their  burying-plaCe 
or  fepulchre  :  Whether  the  Florida  In 
dians  buried  the  bones  after  the  flefh  was 
rotted  oft  them,  as  the  prefent  fouthern 
Indians  do,  I  can’t  fay :  We  then  rowed 
down  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Spal- 
ding  s  Lower-ftore,  oppofite  to  a  fmall  rich 
lfland  on  the  weft-fide  of  the  river. 

26th.  Fine  morning,  warm  and  plea- 
-  ;  °hferved  a  plumb-tree  in  full  blof- 
fom  j  here  I  faw  many  pine-trees,  that  had 
lately  been  cut  down,  and  though  jg 
inches  in  diameter,  they  were  the  greateft 
part  fap,  I  counted  their  years  growth 
and  found  fome  to  be  about  50,  fome  40,* 
and  otheis  30,  but  one  large  tree  two  foot 
m  diameter,  had  only  four  inches  of  fap, 
and  I  counted  130  years  growth  or  red 
circles  ;  here  was  a  well  dug  on  declining 
ground,  the  water,  which  was  fweet,  rofe 
to  within  5  or  6  foot  of  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  at  the  diftance  of  100  yards  from 
the  river,  and  perhaps  eight  foot  above  it. 

We  rowed  four  miles  down  the  river  to 
Dunn’s  lfland,  which  Lord  Adam  Gordon 
hr  . i  petitioned  for  ;  it  contains  about  1500 
acres  moie  oriels  of  good  fwamp,  and  fome 
hammock.  We  then  took  the  right-hand 

/  creek 
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creek  up  to  Dunn’s  lake,  obferving  much 
good  fwamp  on  both  Tides,  the  creek  e- 
ing  generally  1 50  yards  broad,  and  two  fa¬ 
thom  deep;  on  the  weft-fide  there  is  two 
points  of  low  land,  which  comes  clofe  to 
the  creek:  About  noon  we  entered  the 
lake,  whole  general  courfe  is  N.  W.  and 
S.  E.  and  about  1 5  miles  long,  the  upper- 
end  turns  towards  the  eaft :  We  encamped 
on  the  north  -fide  in  a  cyprefs-fwamp,  part 
,  of  it  marfhy,  its  bank  next  the  lake  was  a 

foot  above  the  water,  but  back  was  lower 
until  the  pine-lands  began  within  halt  a 
mile  ;  this  north-fide  is  generally  a  narrow 
cyprefs-fwamp  to  the  pines,  widening  a 

little  in  tome  branches. 

27th.  Fine  pleafant  morning.  Set  out 
early,  and  landed  on  a  fmall  ifland  of  near 
ioo  acres,  part  cyprefs-fwamp,  part  marfh, 
and  piney  palmetto,  a  very  rotten  black 
foil,  mixed  with  white  fand  :  We  landed 
on  a  low  bluff  of  mufcle  and  fnail-fhells, 
generally  broken  and  powdered  by  the 
furges  of  the  lake  ;  here,  as  well  as  in  moft 
other  places  on  any  >  high  dry  bank  on 
the  river  or  its  branches  where  the  foil 
is  good,  are  found  fragments  of  old  Indian 

pots  and  orange-trees,  which  clearly  de- 
r  ,  monftrates. 
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monftrates,  that  the  Florida  Indians  inha¬ 
bited  every  fertile  fpot  on  St.  John’s  river, 
lakes  and  branches ;  now  the  afh,  maple, 
elm,  and  pavia,  are  all  green,  and  ftiot  out 
feveral  inches,  the  cyprefs  is  in  full  bloom, 
the  water-oak  begins  to  look  yellow,  and 
the  fweet  gum  juft  cafting  it’s  leaves  :  the 
north  -end  of  this  ifland  is  pine  and  pal¬ 
metto,  then  high  fwamp ;  the  eaft-end 
low.  Leaving  the  ifland,  we  encamped 
where  we  did  the  night  before,  on  a  bed  of 
long  tiee-mofs,  to  prelerve  us  from  the 
veiy  low  damp  ground,  which  is  very  un- 
pleafant  and  dangerous. 

28th.  Fine  morning;  fet  down  Dunn’s 
lake,  the  weft-fide  of  which  is  generally 
pme-land,  but  at  the  head  weftward  are 
fome  veiy  good  iwamps,  which  hold  gene - 
nerally  down  the  river  ;  fquire  Roll  claims 
all  the  north  or  north-eaft-iide  from  his 
town  to  the  head  of  the  lake ;  from  the 
lower-end  of  which  ’tis  reckond  13  mile9 
to  the  river,  thence  down  to  Roll’s  4 on 
tne  weft-fide  of  the  >  river  is  a  very  rich 
extenfive  marfli,  which  colonel  Middleton 
claims;  about  one  o’clock  we  arrived  at 

Charlottenburgh,  Roll’s  town,  and  ftaid  all 
night. 

29  th. 
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29th-  Fine  clear  morning  and  warm 
day,  like  the  firft  of  our  May ;  walked  all 
about  the  town  and  adjacent  woods:  near 
the  banks  of  the  river  are  the  remains  of 
an  old  Spanifh  entrenchment,  12  yards  one 
way  and  1 4  the  other,  about  5  foot  high  ; 
on  three  fides  being  open  to  the  river ;  the 
town  is  half  a  mile  long,  with  half  a  fcore 
of  fcattered  houfes  in  it,  built  of  round 
l°g-gs  j  the  ftreets  are  laid  out  at  right  an¬ 
gles,  one  of  them  is  100  foot  broad,  the 
other  60 ;  the  land  back  is  all  pine  and 
fcrub-oaks ;  the  bluff  continues  half  a  mile 
do  wn  the  river,  which  is  7  fathom  deep  near 
the  town,  but  towards  the  oppofite  Ihore 
there  is  a  fand-bar,  it  is  not  above  half 
a  mile  wide  here,  but  foon  widens  above. 

30th.  Fine  morning;  fet  out  from 
Roll’s,  whofe  fteward,  Mr.  Banks,  was 
very  kind  to  us,  and  feems  to-be  a  fober, 
careful,  and  agreeable  man ;  we  rowed 
8  miles,  eroding  the  river  to  Gray’s  creek, 
which  is  60  yards  wide,  and  two  fathom  and 
a  half  deep  ;  we  went  about  7  miles  up  it; 
its  general  courfe  is  weft  by  fouth,  and 
generally  pretty  ftmight,  good  high  fwamps 
on  each  fide,  tho’  on  the  north- fide  the 
pines  come  near,  efpecially  near  the  upper 

part. 
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part,  where  the  ground  is  poor ;  we  could 
not  pafs  near  fo  far,  as  we  had  depth  of 
water,  by  reafon  of  many  old  trees  fallen 
acrofs  the  creek  at  7  foot  deep  and  10  or 
12  yards  broad;  great  floods  certainly  come 
down  it,  for  there  were  great  banks  of 
land  4  foot,  more  or  lets  high,  drove  on  its 
banks  ;  here  is  very  good  grais  growing  in 
the  pine-woods  knee  high.  We  rowed 
down  again,  crofled  the  river,  and  en¬ 
camped  at  a  great  orange-grove,  where 
thoufands  of  orange-trees  grow  as  thick 
as  poffible,  and  full  of  four  and  bitter- 
Iweet  fruits;  this  is  about  four  miles  by 
land  from  Mr.  Roll’s,  though  near  8  by 
water;  he  claims  it  in  his  20,000  acres; 
fome  of  it  is  good  fwamp,  but  mollly 
pine-land. 

31ft.  Fine  morning;  rowed  for  feveral 
miles  on  the  weft-fide  of  the  river,  having 
eroded  it,  and  obferved  feveral  good  cy- 
prefs-fwamps  and  oak-hammocks  alter¬ 
nately  mixed  with  pine-land,  which  comes 
clofe  to  the  river’s  bank,  in  other  places 
they  come  clofe  to  the  fwamps,  which  are 
here  from  50  yards  deep  to  500  or  more ; . 
we  then  crolfed  the  river  to  the  eaft-fide, 
along  which  we  rowed,  the  pine-lands  hill 

approach- 
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approaching  near  the  banks  moft  of  the 
way,  fome  few  cyprefs  and  maple- trees 
grow  near  the  {hare;  we  rowed  into  a 
great  cove,  on  the  north-fide  of  which  is 
a  fine  rich  high  fwamp ;  we  encamped  at  a 
point  on  the  eaft-fide  on  middling  higa 
ground  Hoping  towards  the  river,  back 
of  which  is  palmetto-ground  and  black 

foil  well  timbered  with  live-oaks. 

February  the  firft.  Walked  in  a  fine  rich 
open  marfh,  then  palmetto  and  myrtles 
join  the  pine-lands,  in  which  a  little  fpring 
heads  the  fwamp,  which  may  be  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  deep:  We  got  to  Picolata 
by  noon,  the  north  wind  being  againft  us 
as  the  day  before ;  we  then  rowed  to  a  low 
bluff  of  middling  land,  well  timbered  with 
live  and  water-oak,  great  magnolia  and 
fweet-gum ;  here  was  alio  a  iich  fw^mp 
of  a  fit  and  maple ;  but  generally  below 
Roll’s  town  there  is  no  fuch  large  bodies 
of  fwamps  as  above,  elpecialiy  on  the  eaft- 
fide,  though  at  the  mouth  of  Picolata 
creek,  about  6  miles  below  the  fort,  there 

is  a  pretty  large  lwamp. 

2d.  Walked  this  morning  to  obferve  the 

foil,  the  wind  north,  and  cool,  landed  at 

Popa  fort,  a  (mall  fhallow  entrenchment 

*  v  j  almoft 


al  mo  ft  filled  up  with  length  of  time  ;  ’tis  20 
\aids  fcjuare,  and  as  many  from  the  river  j 
a  few  yards  back  of  it  there  is  another  a- 
bout  twice  as  big,  here  is  a  grove  of  orange- 
trees,  and  many  acres  of  large  live-oaks, 

2  or  3  foot  in  diameter,  adjacent  to  which 
is  a  fhallow  but  good  fwamp  with  fome 
cyprefs-trees ;  nearly  oppofite  to  this  on 
the  weft-fide  branches  out  a  creek  running 

3  or  4  miles,  on  which  grow  large  red 
cedars ;  and  about  2  miles  below  it, 
branches  out  White  or  Black  River,  it 
bears  both  names,  >  the  laft  by  the  Englifh ; 
’tis  navigable  above  20  miles,  fome  fay  30, 
’tis  reckoned  20  to  Caldwall’s  ftore,  our 
prefen t  boundary  with  the  creek  Indians  ; 
this  river  or  creek  is  about  1 00  yards  wide 
and  3  fathom  deep,  more  or  lefs,  its  gene¬ 
ral  courfe  is  weft;  we  landed  at  a  pine- 
bluff,  300  yards  long  and  10  foot  perpen¬ 
dicular,  more  or  lefs,  the  upper  furface  of 
which,  for  a  foot  or  more  deep,  is  white 
fand,  then  2  foot  of  an  afh- coloured  clay 
mixed  with  red  and  yellow  fand,  then  5 
foot  of  a  fine  yellow  land,  (no  coarfe 
fand  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  fouthern 
provinces)  then  a  tenacious  afh-coloured 
clay  to  an  unknown  depth,  reaching  below 

the 
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the  fill-face  of  the  creek ;  there  is  a  pretty 
fpring  runs  into  the  creek  juft  above  the 
bluff;  we  lodged  near  its  mouth.. 

3d.  Set  out  early,  cool  morning,  with 
white  froft,  wind  N.  W.  Saw  many  high 
bluffs  near  20  foot  high,  but  poor  and  landy  ; 
fome  have  a  cyprefs-fwamp  behind  them, 
others  are  level  with  the  adjacent  pine- 
land,  in  which  is  plenty  of  rank  grafs 
knee  high ;  on  one  or  both  tides  of  thete 
bluffs  frequently  runs  out  a  fmall  fpring ; 
We  called  at  the  Store,  (this  was  a  fine 
warm  day)  above  which,  the  land  is  ttiil 
higher,  and  produces  live-oak,  red  and 
purple-berried  bay,  alder,  maple,  chin¬ 
quapins,  elm,  linden,  water-oak,  myrtle, 
dogwood,  vaccinium,  palmetto,  hama- 
melis  w,  and  cedar;  here  the  creek  di¬ 
vides  into  two  branches  nearly  equal ;  we 
took  the  left  hand  one,  which  had  gene¬ 
rally  high  banks  on  each  tide,  laifed  by 
the  floods  1 2  or  more  feet  with  white  fand  ; 
in  many  places  the  level  pine-lands  come 
clofe  to  its  banks ;  in  others  again,  there  is  a 
pond  or  cyprefs-fwamp  juft  behind  the  bank, 
in  which  very  large  trees  grow  in  the 

I  2  Pine" 

W  Hamamelis,  a  ftirub  with  leaves  like  the  common  hazel, 
propagated  for  the  fake  of  variety  by  the  Engliih  gardeners. 
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pine-lands  ;  there  are  a  number  of  {hallow 
ponds,  on  the  borders  of  which  there  is 
much  green  grafs  all  the  winter :  We 
rowed  up  this  branch,  until  the  great  trees, 
that  had  fallen  acrofs  the  creek,  {topped 
our  palfage,  and  there  the  creeks  were 
4  or  5  foot  deep  and  i  o  yards  broad,  on  a 
fandy  bottom  ;  we  returned  to  the  Store, 
where  we  lodged,  and  before  day  it  began 
to  rain. 


4th.  Warm  rainy  morning  ;  it  cleared 
up,  and  we  fet  out  up  the  north- branch, 
the  banks  of  which  were  1 2  or  1 7  foot 
high  moft  of  the  way,  more  or  lefs,  in  many 
places  rocks  under  the  furface,  3  or  4  foot 
reaching  below  the  furface  of  the  water 
£0  an  unknown  depth  in  fome  places ;  the 
firft  ftrata  is  fandy,  then  a  gritty  rock  for 


a  foot,  then  a  foftifh  rock  full  of  fea-fhells, 

r“  ^  "  '  .  '  *  * 

of  the  cockle  and  perriwinkle  kind,  mixed 


clofe  with  broken  or  ground  {hells  to  a 
folid  mafs  for  two  foot,  more  or  lefs,  then 
a  deep  mafs,  of  loft,  in  fome  places,  hard 
rocks  :  We  rowed  up  this  branch  until  we 
were  flopped  by  trees,  as  in  the  other,  and 
here  the  creek  was  10  yards  broad  and  a 
fathom  deep;  we  walked  up  it  a  good 
jvay  farther,  but  found  little  alteration, 

except 
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except  in  its  being  fuller  of  old  trees;  the, 
traders  fay,  it  heads  in  a  great  lake  5  •  ■ 

long  and  3  broad ;  there  are  feme  middling; 
eood  cvprefs-fwamps  near  its  banns,  the 
floods  had  been  fo  high  up  this  branch,  as 
to  flow  over  its  banks,  and  the  firft  thing 
of  the  pine-lands  ;  they  had  not  been 
quite  fo  high  in  the  other  branch;  near  the 
Store  was  a  deep  gut  with  a  middling 
flream  of  water,  which,  headed  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  up  in  the  pine-lands,  an<J 
gufhed  out  over  the  rocks,  where  it  had 
worn  a  deep  narrow  gully  8  or  i  o  foot 
deep  the  rocks  reached  to  within  4  mot, 
more  or  lefs  of  the  furface,  and  to  an  un¬ 
known  depth,  all  of  ground  or  broken 
fea-fhells ;  in,  fome  places  there  is  a  ftra*a 
of  tenacious  clay,  either  above,  under,  or 

without  this  fnelly  ftrata. 

rth  Set  out  from  the  Store  down  the 

river,  "near  the  mouth  of  which  are  feme 
good  cyprefs-fw amps,  and  -  up  it  genei  a  y 

very  large  ones ;  about  4  Fdcs.  UP’  th"e 
is  a  very  extenfive  one,  reaching  a  mi  e 
and  a  half  north-eaftward,  to  a  place  cal¬ 
led  the  Doctor’s  lake,  narrowing  gra¬ 
dually  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek  ana  up¬ 
wards,  till  a  pine-bluff  interpofes;  oppo¬ 
se  to  this  is  another  extenfive  fwamp,  up- 
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wards  of  1000  acres ;  pretty  near  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  there  are  two  fmall 
jflands  ;  a  large  point  of  land  projects  out 
from  the  main  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the 
river  oppolite  to  the  mouth  of  Doctor’s 
lake>  which  runs  near  fouth  partly  paral¬ 
lel  with  the  river  :  We  arrived  this  even- 
ing  at  Mr.  Davis's. 

'  6th.  Set  out  for  the  Do&or’s  lake, 
which  is  half  a  mile  or  more  broad,  and  6 
or  7  long ;  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  large 
creek,  about  too  or  more  yards  broad,  and 
near  a  mile  and  half  long,  heading  in  a 
rich  fwamp  with  3  or  4.  branches,  which 
dram  it :  On  the  weft-fide  there  is  a  ham¬ 
mock  of  oak,  hiccory,  magnolia,  and 
hornbeam,  and  a  fine  Ipring  of  clear  water 
almoft  big  enough  to  turn  a  mill,  boiling 
UP  horn  under  the  main  body  of  the  coun¬ 
try  rocks,  as  all  the  great  fountains  do ; 
the  foil  looks  rich. 

7th.  Cloudy  morning ;  we  eroded  a 
branch,  landed,  and  walked  over  a  rich 
fwamp  2  or  300  yards  wide,  then  came  to 
cutting-grafs,  then  palmetto  for  100  yards, 
then  to  a  pine -lavannah  of  a  vaft  extent, 
moift,  and  producing  a  great  burthen  of 
pretty  good  grafs,  knee-deep  ;  we  returned 

and 
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and  rowed  down  the  lake  and  river  about 
14  miles  to  Davis’s,  againft  a  ftrong  wind, 
rain,  and  thunder,  all  wet  and  cold. 

8th.  Fine  clear  morning,  wind  weft. 
Set  out  after  noon,  having  dried  our 
cloaths  and  blankets,  rowed  to  Green¬ 
wood’s,  and  encamped  by  a  grove  of 
orange-trees  ;  from  hence  to  the  Cow-ford; 
the  banks  are  generally  high,  with  very 
large  oak,  bay,  and  great  magnolia,  the 
foil  tho’  fandy  is  pretty  good. 

9th.  A  Fine  morning;  rowed  down  to 
the  Cattle-ford,  below  which  is  a  marfli 
on  both  fides,  then  pines,  then  another 
pretty  large  marfh,  and  lb  on  alternately 
high  oak-banks,  open  marfhes,  and  flat 
pine-woods  and  favannahs ;  back  there  is 
pretty  high  fand-hills,  and  fome  ponds  j 
came  to  Williams’s  point  and  creek,  the 
water  is  pretty  deep  at  the  point,  out  of 
which  iflue  feveral  little  fprings  :  We 
then  foon  came  to  Forbes’s  bluff,  where 
grows  a  good  fort  of  rufh  to  bottom  chairs 
with,  or  make  matts,  much  better  than  the 
common  bullrufh  or  the  three-fquare  ones  ; 
it  rained  in  the  evening,  but  cleared  up 
about  midnight ;  this  bluff  is  very  pro¬ 
ductive,  being  covered  with  fhellsof  oyfters, 

which 
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which  the  Florida  Indians  fed  much  upon 
near  the  fea-coaft. 

loth.  Pleafant  morning,  wind  blowing 
ftrons  at  N.  W.  Breakfafted  on  a  mefs  of 
tanniers,  a  fpecies  of  eddo  x,  which  being 
boiled  with  meat  is  good  food,  the  roots 
are  4  inches  in  diameter,  and  5  long, 
wholefome,  and  of  great  increafe,  when 
planted  in  moiftifh  rich  ground,  but  will 
do  in  middling  foil.  Set  out,  and  failed 
through  the  narrow  paffage,  not  being 
much  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  run¬ 
ning  between  two  large  marfhes  a  little 
above  a  high  bluff,  called  Oglethorpe’s  or 
Heller’s  bluff,  (an  exceeding  convenient 
fituation  for  the  building  of  a  fort  to  fecure 
the  inhabitants,  up  the  river  in  time  of  war, 
’tis  about  8  miles  from  the  bar  and  fea)  in 
this  narrow  paffage  ’tis  very  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  flood-tide  mull  run  very 
rapid,  as  it  has  200  miles  up  this  broad 
river  to  flow,  m  many  places  2  miles 
wide,  and  many  branches  and  laige  lakes 

.  ,  ,  to 

1 

x  Tanniers,  a  fpecies  of  Eddo’s. — This  is  a  fpecies  of 
Arum  or  Wake  Robin.— There  are  many  forts  of  them  cul¬ 
tivated  in  the  Well-Indies,  and  in  Carolina,  for  the  fake  of 
the  roots  as  well  as  the  leaves,  which  latter  is  called  Indian- 
Kale  ;  for  further  information  confult  Sir  1  fans  Sloane,  Hilt, 
[am.  Vol.  f.  p.  1 66  to  170;  Brown’s  Hill:,  jam.  and  Mil¬ 
ler's  Di&ionary,  under  the  title  Arum. 
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to  fill  •  we  landed  about  2  miles  above 
the  bar,  and  walked  along  a  fine  fandy 
beech  of  regular  defcent,  quite  to  tlv 
fea  low-water-mark  to  an  inlet,  up  which 
we  walked  to  one  Hazard’s,  a  good  kind 
of  a  man,  and  one  of  the  beft  planters  in 
Florida  ;  he  is  fettled  on  a  large  rich  iiland, 
great  part  of  which  is  furrounded  with 
marfh,  which  on  one  fide  is  very  ex- 
tenfive. 

nth.  North -weft  wind  very  high; 
could  not  venture  on  the  river,  fo  walked 
all  over  the  ifland  ;  obferving  his  improve¬ 
ments  ;  and  the  curiofities,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  of  the  Indians  and  Spaniards; 
of  the  former,  were  feveral  middling  tu¬ 
mulus’s  or  fepulchres  of  the  Florida  In¬ 
dians,  with  numerous  heaps  of  oyfter-lhells, 
which  one  may  reafonably  fuppofe  were 
many  hundred  years  in  colle&ing  by  as 
many  thoufands  of  Indians,  alfo  variety 
of  old  brokenlndian  pots.  ’Tis  very  demon- 
ftrable  that  the  Spaniards  had  a  fine  fettle- 
ment  here,  as  there  ftill  remain  their  cedar 
pofts  on  each  fide  their  fine  ftraight  ave¬ 
nues,  pieces  of  hewn  live-oaks,  and  great 
trees  girdled  round  to  kill  them,  which  are 
now  very  found,  tho’  above  6o  years  fince 

K  they 
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they  were  cut.  This  rich  ifland,  tho’  it  ap¬ 
pears  fandy  on  the  furface,  yet  hath  a  clay 
bottom,  above  which  in  fome  places  there 
is  a  dark-coloured  ftrata  of  indurated  fand- 
rock. 

i?th.  Cool  morning,  with  a  little  white 
froft,  yet  a  pleafant  day.  Set  out  early, 
rowing  up  the  river  again  ;  on  the  fouth- 
flde,  near  the  bar?  there  are  fome  very 
high  fand  -hills,  a  little  above  which  is  the 
mouth  of  Don  Pablo’s  creek,  which  runs 
towards  the  head  of  the  north  river,  that 
empties  itfelf  near  St.  Auguftine ;  ’tis 
reckoned  about  5  or  6  miles  between  them, 
where,  if  a  good  paflage  was  cut,  and 
could  be  kept  open,  there  would  be  a  fine 
communication  from  St.  John’s  river  to  the 
town,  without  the  hazard  of  going  to 
fea,  and  eroding  two  troubjefome  bars : 
Four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on 
the  north-fide,  branches  out  a  creek,  called 
the  Sifters,  from  two  hammocks  that  are 
much  alike;  between  them  is  a  paflage 
to  Charles-town  for  fchooners ;  the  large 
fhips  can  come  within  15  miles  of  St. 
John’s  :  a  little  above  this,  there  is  another 
little  creek  and  paflage  to  Charles-town; 
below  which,  is  an  ifland  of  marfh.  Paft 

3  by 
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by  Trout-creek,  300  yards  broad,  fait  to 
its  head,  up  which,  there  is  good  pine- 
woods,  and  fine  range  for  cattle,  with  fome 
cyprefs-fwamps ;  oppofite  to  it,  on  the 
fouth-fide  of  the  river,  is  Sandy-point,  full 
of  high  pines,  and  back  very  large  ponds. 
We  arrived  at  Mr.  Davis’s  near  night,  and  < 
next  morning  fet  out  for  Auguftine. 

As  the  lower-part  of  the  river  and  its 
branches  are  known,  ’tis  needlefs  to  be 
more  particular  in  defcribing  them. 


K  2  Remarks 
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Remarks  on  the  River  St.  John  s. 

THE  pine-lands,  as  they  are  here  cal¬ 
led,  contain  a  variety  of  foil,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  different  fituations ;  fome  very 
large  {hallow  ponds,  quite  dry  in  dry 
feafons,  but  generally  abounding  with  tail 
grafs  ;  fome  very  extenfivefavannahs,  pro¬ 
ducing  rank  good  grals,  as  thick  as  it  can 
grow,  where  great  numbers  of  cattle  may 
be  raifed  ;  very  lofty  pines,  and  in  many 
places  cypreis-fwamps,  the  laft  of  which 
are  allowed  to  be  excellent  rice-grounds, 
if  clay  bottoms  are  within  a  few  feet,  and 
a  good  lading  dream  of  water  runs  thro 
them,  to  drain  and  flow  them  at  pleafure  ; 
the  bay-fwamps  are  frequently  found  in 
the  pine-lands,  being  the  general  heads  of 
the  cyprefs -branches  :  This  pine-land,  by 
the  help  of  dung  and  cultivation,  will  pi  o- 
duce  good  corn,  potatoes,  and  cotton  >  the 
large  palmetto  declining  ground,  between 
the  pines  and  fwamps,  are  moid  and  feem 
rich,  and  perhaps  will  fuit  both  corn  and 
indigo ,  but  the  fhelly  bluffs  feem  to  be 
the  mod  fertile  fpots  of  high  ground,  and 
the  Indians  chief  plantations  for  corn  and 
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pumkins  i  That  which  is  calledhammocky 
ground  is  generally  full  of  large  evergreen 
and  water-oaks,  mixed  with  red-bay  and 
magnolia,  and  in  many  places  the  great 
palmetto  or  cabbage-tree  3  this  is  generally 
reckoned  proper  both  for  corn,  cotton,  and 
indigo  3  but  the  marfhes  and  fwamps  (fo 
very  extenfive  upon  the  river  St.  Johns) 
are  exceeding  rich,  the  laft  of  which  are 
full  of  large  afli,  maple,  and  elm,  being 
of  an  unknown  depth  of  rich  mud  3  fo  are 
the  marfhes  on  the  upper-part  of  the  river, 
which  are  covered  with  water-canes  and 
feeds,  as  the  lower  marfhes  are  with  rank 
grafs  and  weeds  3  all  of  which  when  they 
are  drained  dry,  will  produce,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  great  crops  of  corn  and  indigo,  and 
without  much  or  any  draining  a  fine  in- 
creafe  of  rice  3  fo  would  the  vaft  cyprefs- 
fwamps  3  and  of  the  large  cyprefs-trees 
may  be  made  great  quantities  of  choice 
fliingles,  pales,  and  boards,  of  long  dura¬ 
tion  3  the  prodigious  large  live-oaks  will 
make  excellent  ftrong  and  durable  timbers 
for  fhippings,  as  the  tall  ftraight  long¬ 
leaved  pine  for  marts  and  yards,  and  the 
others  for  turpentine,  tar,  and  pitch,  as 
alfo  for  plank  and  fcantlings. 


St. 
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St.  John’s  river,  by  its  near  affinity  to 

the  Tea,  is  well  replenifhed  with  variety  of 
excellent  fifh,  as  bafs,  lea- trout,  fheep- 
head,  drums,  mullets,  cats,  garr,  flurgeon, 
ftingrays;  and,  near  its  mouth,  oyfters, 
crabs,  and  £hrimps,  lharks  and  porpoifes, 
which  doubtleis  will  continue,  as  there  is 
fuch  a  great  extent  of  its  waters  in  fo  many 
great  lakes,  ponds,  and  branches,  con¬ 
tinuing  both  deep  and  broad  to  near  its 
head }  its  ihores,  being  generally  Ihoal,  are 
full  of  grafs  and  weeds,  and  afford  a 
fine  alylum  to  the  young  fry  againfi:  their 
devouring  enemies. 
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